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20th July 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Years 4, 5 and 6 Return to School Information 
 

I hope that you are well and looking forward to some time off over the summer! We are really happy to be able to 
announce that as from September, the children will no longer be in bubbles in school. This means they will be able to 
mix freely at break and lunchtime and come together for curriculum activities throughout the school year. I know 
that this will be welcome news as so many children have struggled socially under the restrictions imposed due to the 
pandemic. Please find below, the arrangements for your child’s return to school in the autumn term 2021. 
 
Your child’s first day back is Thursday 9th September 2021. 
 
Arrival and Collection Times: 

 All children will need to arrive at school between 8.20am and 8.30am but not later than 8.30 am as this is 
the time that lessons will begin.  

 If your child is entering year 5 or year 6, they will be continuing to use the large double gates on the front 
playground to enter and exit school.  

 If your child is going into class Apache (Miss Childs) they will enter and exit school using the small gate on the 
front playground.  

 If your child is going into Class Navajo (Mrs Penfold’s) or Cherokee (Mrs Evans), your child will be entering 
and exiting school through the door adjacent to the rear carpark.  

 All children will leave school at 3pm through their designated exit. 
Parents may wait on the front playground for their child – the gates will be opened around 2.50pm. We politely ask 
that young children are kept close to parents whilst waiting to collect your child. Unfortunately, for health and safety 
reasons, dogs are not allowed on the playground. 
 
Wrap-around Care 
Early doors and after school clubs will continue to operate from the dining hall. The timings for these are:  

 Early doors club: 7.30am to 8.20am 

 After school club: 3pm to 4pm. 
The cost for a session will remain at £1 as we want to make this affordable to parents who need childcare in order to 
get to work. Our after school club has become very popular and we do need parents to book children in, rather than 
call last minute on the day; we cannot always guarantee a place if a booking has not been made. If you would like 
access to the booking system, please contact Miss Wright by email: annabel.wright@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 
 
What Your Child Needs to Bring to School 
All children will need the following in school daily: 

 A water bottle - these don’t have to be expensive, just leak-proof and preferably not metal. 

 A bag to carry their reading book and spelling book. These need to be able to be hung on a peg along with 
their coat if your child is in years 3 and 4 or fit in a locker if your child is in years 5 and 6 

 A coat with your child’s name in it. 

 Toys and games are not to be brought into school as they regularly get broken or mislaid which naturally 
causes children to become upset. This includes Pop Its. 

 A named inhaler if your child suffers from asthma 
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 We recommend that all school jumpers have your child’s name written on the white label in the collar area. 
Despite daily reminders, children leave their jumpers and cardigans outside or they fall off their pegs and if 
they are un-named, it is impossible to re-unite them with their owners. 

PE Kits 

 Your child will have a designated day to do PE in school. On this day, your child needs to come to school in 
their PE kit (Please see the kit list below). We will send communication out in the first week of term letting 
you know which day your child(ren) will be doing PE throughout the autumn term. 

Kit List 

 Navy, grey or black shorts and/or joggers/leggings 

 Navy, grey or black sweatshirt or hoody (No logo) 

 Plain white or blue tee-shirt or aertex top 

 Trainers 

 A hair bobble for any hair that is longer than shoulder length 
 
Accessories 
Children should not be coming to school wearing jewelry or nail varnish. Watches are allowed but must be removed 
during PE. Stud earrings are allowed but should be covered by a plaster when doing PE. 
Mobile phones may only be brought into school by pupils following the completion of a permission letter; these are 
available from the front office. Children must not use their mobile phones whilst on school premises. Any pupils who 
do so, may not be allowed to continue to bring their phone to school; this is for safeguarding reasons to protect 
other children and staff from being videoed or photographed without permission and to prevent any age 
inappropriate materials being shown or shared. All phones are collected in and stored securely in school during the 
day and redistributed before home time. 
 
School Meals 
Please note there will be a small increase to the cost of school meals from September to £2.45. The school kitchen 
will continue to provide their daily choice of hot meals, vegetarian/vegan meals, jacket potatoes and baguettes. Your 
child can choose daily from the options available and tell their teacher their meal choice at registration time. Please 
do let us know if your child has any food allergies and we will do our best to accommodate them. Meals should be 
paid for either by cash, cheque (payable to WLP) or using the School Gateway online payment system. 
 
Snacks 
If you know that your child gets hungry mid-morning, please feel free to send a snack into school with them. We 
politely request that this is either fruit, vegetables, cheese or a cereal bar. We actively discourage children from 
eating crisps, biscuits, cakes and pastries at break as we are trying to encourage a healthy life-style. 
 
Reading books 
We are in the process of updating our system for allocating reading books to the children which means we have had 
to recall all school reading books this week. Please can you have a look around your house and send any books into 
school so we can finish cataloguing them. 
 
From September, your child will have access to a wide and growing range of reading books that are suitable for their 
reading age. This will include books from the Oxford University press reading scheme together with lots of traditional 
and new fiction. 
 
In this week’s newsletter, Miss Whitworth has explained how your child can access thousands of brilliant books 
online, for free during the summer holidays. This is an amazing opportunity to enable children to try out new 
authors, broaden their reading genres and generally get excited about reading and it is all free! 
 
Maths 
Despite it being the school summer holidays, many children thrive on continuing to learn and will enjoy doing 
activities throughout the 6 week break. This week’s newsletter has lots of great ideas for maths games and 
investigations that your child can explore online. Children can also still enjoy accessing Doodle Maths from home. 
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Home Learning During Term Time 
All children will be expected to complete online Doodle Maths every night, complete spelling practice and read from 
their reading book. Longer projects will be issued across school before half term, each term, linked to their 
foundation subjects work (enquiry). 
 
Clubs 
We will be re – starting a range of after school clubs in the autumn term. Information about these will be sent out to 
you in the first week back at school. 
 
After school tuition 
This academic year, the introduction of after school tuition has benefitted many children and has helped them to 
catch up with their learning and made accelerated progress in many cases. We will be continuing to identify children 
who we would like to attend tuition and those parents will be notified early in the autumn term. This is an invaluable 
opportunity and we would ask you to strongly encourage your child to attend if they are offered a place. 
 
OPAL (outdoor Play and Learning) 
Prior to Covid-19, our school was one of the first in Yorkshire to operate OPAL at break and lunchtime. This is a really 
exciting, child led way of interacting with all sorts of everyday objects and finding creative ways to play with them. It 
is a mechanism that encourages creativity, exploration, discussion and negotiation. It is great for all children and is 
all inclusive being especially good for non-sporty children, girls and children with additional needs. What’s more, it 
keeps children active and they all love it! We are hoping to re-launch OPAL in the autumn term, through our weekly 
assemblies, so that children are reminded about how to play safely. Implications for parents are that children do 
come home muddy at times and at first, as children are learning about safe- risk taking, there can be a few extra 
scrapes. All our staff on duty carry first aid kits and are able to quickly deal with these. 
 
If you have any items at home that you arable to donate to school to enhance OPAL, please bring them in during the 
first week back. Please see OPAL’s website for more information. 
 
Home - Outdoor Play And Learning 
 
I hope that this includes all the information that you need to help prepare your child for a smooth return to school in 
September. As always, never hesitate to telephone school or email me at head@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk if you have 
any further enquiries. 
 
With very best wishes, 
 
Sarah Carlisle  
Head of School 

https://outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk/
mailto:head@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk

