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Our ‘New Life’ Photo Competition! 

A big ‘well done’ to Jack in Year 4 for taking this wonderful photo of spring bulbs 
peeping through the snow. 

Your photo immediately caught the judges’ eyes as they thought that it  

really represented hope in the winter months. 

Yet again, we received lots of fantastic entries  and it took a long time  
and a lot of discussion to choose the winner. 

 
We have shown the four runners up on the next pages! 

Do look out for the next photo competition in  this newsletter! 
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Well done Freya in 

Year 5 for your 

photo! 

The judges loved 

how the little frog 

was so well 

camouflaged in 

amongst the soil and 

stones! They were 

very impressed with 

how you managed to 

photograph him 

before he hopped 

away! 

Well done Alyssa  in 

Year 4 for your 

photo! 

This gorgeous 

woodland scene 

with the blanket of 

tiny snowdrops and 

yellow winter 

aconites was so 

cheerful to look at. 

The judges felt it was 

a beautifully 

composed 

photograph. 
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Well done Ava in 

Year 5 for your 

photo! 

You have really 

captured these 

lovely little 

snowdrops close up 

with such good focus

– they are absolutely 

crystal clear. 

Well done! 

Well done Olivia in 

Year 3 for your 

photo! 

What beautiful 

colours you have 

captured with these 

tiny irises! The 

judges thought that 

they were really 

vibrant and really 

represented  the 

arrival of spring! 

Well done! 



Young Photographer Competition! 

Our next photography competition is going to be  

on the theme of  ‘Water’ 

You have the next two weeks together with the Easter 

holidays to get some interesting and unusual photos of 

water in its different forms. Places such as the beck, 

Pocklington canal and Burnby Hall Gardens are all great 

places to start but also, garden water features or even 

water droplets on plants! We can’t wait to see your 

pictures! 

What special moment will you capture on camera? 

All entries to be sent to: 

head@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk  by Tuesday 13th April 

Dear Parents and Carers! 
I hope that your child has had a lovely first week back and enjoyed 
seeing their teachers and spending time with their friends again! 
Once again, classrooms have been buzzing with learning taking 
place and the playground filled with laughter! 
It has also been so reassuring to see that we have had over 99% of 
the children in school and that they have settled back into their 
routines really quickly. 

Curriculum: 
During the spring term, the children both at home and at school have been following the usual curriculum 
and this will continue now that we are fully re-opened to all children.  
 
After School Tuition 
Because children have been unable to attend school, even though the majority have been using the lessons 
on the MyLearning platform, there is a likelihood that some will have forgotten previously learnt 
knowledge and skills and consequently would benefit from extra lessons beyond the school day. 
The after school tuition that we held in the autumn term was very successful, with over 1000 hours of 
lessons taking place. We are therefore continuing to hold these sessions for the rest of the school year with 
a focus on reading until the end of the spring term with a new focus being chosen for the summer term. 
Children are selected based on teacher assessment of their skills  and knowledge in the weeks prior to the 
sessions being held. Letters of invitation will be sent out to your child in the week of 22nd March if they 
require a place in the first three weeks of the summer term.   
We strongly urge all children to take up places offered as it is a unique opportunity for them to receive 6+ 
hours of extra tuition bespoke to their needs. This is especially important for children in year 6 as they will 
need to be as well equipped academically as possible , before moving to their secondary school. 
 
I hope you all have a lovely weekend, which will hopefully be all the more special  now that children are 
back at school! 
Best Wishes from Mrs Carlisle 



 

Miss Birrell 

Y6 Teacher 

SENDCO 

Hello everyone,  
 
We are so excited to have all of the children back in school and being able to see all of their smiling faces is just wonderful! 
 
As it is World Autism Awareness Week from the 29th March- 4th April, I wanted to take this opportunity to speak about autism; 
how it can sometimes be particularly difficult to diagnose, to how it displays very differently in each child.  
 
In the UK, one in every 100 children are autistic, and without the right support in place, school can be confusing and difficult 
place. Signs that a child may be autistic can be harder to see in some children than others. It is very common for children to 
display traits of autism very differently in school than they may do at home; more so, it affects individual children in different 
ways.  
 
If you have any concerns your child may be autistic, you may want to keep a diary of your child’s anxieties and behaviours each 
day as this may indicate if there is a need for a formal diagnosis. In addition, it may help you identify some of the triggers to 
these behaviours too.  
 
Autistic behaviours 
There are a number of autistic behaviours that you may be looking for but this is not as exhaustive list; as I mentioned before, 
autism can be very different in each child.  
 
You might look for the following behaviours:  

 Carrying out activities in a repetitive way. For example, always playing a game in the same way, lining up toys in order.  

 Upset to changes of routine or doing things differently.  

 Finding social interaction with their family or peers challenging.  

 Behaviour such a pinching, kicking or biting or self-injurious behaviour.  

 Showing obsessive behaviour or needing to repeat tasks.  
 

However, autism can show very differently in girls, and can be even more difficult to identify.  In fact, girls with autism may not 
struggle to interact with their peers.  
 
They may also show the other behaviours below:  

 Masking when they find things difficult. 

 Interacting socially more often than others.  

 Being subject to greater social expectations; possibly becoming fixated with things such as image and weight.  

 Having more active imaginations.  

 Engaging in pretend play more often.  
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For children who are autistic (as with many addition needs) they can sometimes feel that they are alone. However, there are so 
many fantastic children’s novel that have autistic children as the main hero/heroine/narrator. Here is link of the best books 
below, London Eye Mystery and My Kind of Spark are two of my personal favourites! 
 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/blog/collections/25-childrens-books-featuring-autism-6113 
 
As autism can be difficult to diagnose, if you have any concerns about your child at home or at school, please do not hesitate to 
contact me (Rebecca.birrell@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk) so that we can look into this further and give your child the support 
that they need both in and out of school. I am always here to help with any questions or concerns you might have.  
 
There are also a number of fantastic books and websites out there that you may be able to refer to for strategies and support: 
 
https://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/ 
 
https://www.autism.org.uk/ 
 

 The Parents Guide to Managing Anxiety in Children with Autism by Raelene Dundon 
 

 A Parents ABC of the Autism Spectrum by Stephen Heydt 
 

 101 Tips for parents of Children with Autism by Arnold Miller and Theresa C. Smith 
 
As always, If you feel your child is showing any elements or traits of this condition either at home, or at school, please do not 
hesitate to contact me (Rebecca.birrell@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk) so that we can look into this further and give your child the 
support that they need both in and out of school. I am always here to help with any questions or concerns you might have.  
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Picture Books 

During World Book Day, the children enjoyed ‘reading’ and 

‘listening’ to stories with pictures. Picture books are not just for 

younger children; they open up the imaginations of our chil-

dren in Junior School. 

This page will explain all the benefits of ‘reading’ picture books. 

The benefits of ‘reading’ picture books 

1. Opportunities to talk  

A stimulating image promotes talk and allows children to reflect 

on images. In talking ,they are building vocabulary and making 

meaning.  

2. Engagement  

Enjoyment leads to engagement. This is the same for us all – 

adults and children alike. A good picture books will absorb chil-

dren’s attention and foster a positive association with books.  

3. Developing skills in reading and writing  

Engaging with a picture book offers opportunities to develop 

English skills in an ‘holistic’ way. It develops speaking and listen-

ing and comprehension skills. Engagement in a picture book 

stimulates children to write. 

4. Motivating reluctant readers  

Children who are struggling with their reading for various rea-

sons, benefit from spending more time with picture books to 

develop their visual literacy thus avoiding books that are text 

heavy.  

5. Pure enjoyment  

Engaging with visual images is enjoyable and stimulating.  

Children appreciate images and gain meaning from them.  

‘One picture is 

worth a thousand 

words.’ 

Oak National Academy: Author of the Week—Sally Gardner 

Each week, Oak National Academy are working together with the National Literacy Trust to intro-

duce ‘Author of the Week’. Children’s authors introduce themselves, share their most popular books 

to read for FREE and recommend other books for children to read.  

The webpage has games, quizzes, wordsearches and activities for children to enjoy. 

Click on the link below to see this week’s author of the week: Sally Gardner. The children’s book ‘Mr 

Tiger, Betsy and the Blue Moon’ can be listened to as an audio book. 

https://www.thenational.academy/library/meet-mr-tiger-betsy-and-the-blue-moon-with-sally-

Recommended Picture Books for KS2 

https://www.thenational.academy/library/meet-mr-tiger-betsy-and-the-blue-moon-with-sally-gardner


Maths News 

It has been an absolute delight to welcome all pupils back to school this week. When I have walked around school, it has been 

very pleasing to see all classes working hard and enjoying their maths lessons! Thank you for all the hard work that you have 

put in over the last few months with your child’s maths learning. We know that remote education does not provide a like-for-

like educational experience, but every minute that your child has spent accessing the maths remote learning will have had a 

positive impact on their progress. It has been great to see the many examples of maths work sent in by parents to show all the 

hard effort that has been put in. As we continue to move forwards in this academic year, maths-based curricula will include the 

school’s own adaptation of the White Rose Maths scheme of learning, our bespoke daily 4 Ops sessions, TT Rock Stars and 

DoodleMaths. 

White Rose Maths 

In 2016, our school adopted the White Rose Maths 

scheme of learning and made a few adaptations to best 

suit the needs of our pupils. Every maths lesson consists of 

a learning journey that includes the steps of Fluency (basic 

skills learning), Finesse (low-level application of the skill), 

Reasoning and Problem Solving (analyzing a task/problem 

and finding a solution). 

4 Ops 

4 Ops is an arithmetic-focused programme that focuses on 

the basic skills of the four operations (addition, 

subtraction, multiplication and division). On a daily basis 

pupils spend ten minutes working through twelve 

progressively challenging calculations; they then spend 

five minutes with the class teacher looking at a calculation 

that they answered incorrectly to help them make 

progress. If a pupil answers all of the questions correctly, 

they are given a task to challenge their thinking further. 

TT Rock Stars 

TT Rock Stars was launched in our school on 4th December 

2020. It is a highly effective programme that helps to 

embed pupils’ knowledge of their multiplication and 

corresponding division facts. These are a very important 

part of your child’s mathematical knowledge and act as 

the building blocks for more complex mathematics. 

Research shows that pupils who have a secure 

understanding of their times tables are much less likely to 

fall behind academically in primary and secondary school. 

As a school, we do TT Rock Stars every day during lesson 

time; this means that there is no requirement that pupils 

do TT Rock Stars as part of their home learning. However, 

if your child is eager to do more at home then this is 

something that we would actively encourage. 

DoodleMaths 

I am pleased to inform that we have renewed our annual 

subscription with DoodleMaths. For anyone who is 

unfamiliar, DoodleMaths is an interactive programme that 

covers the entire primary maths curriculum. Like TT Rock 

Stars, it automatically assesses a child’s ability and creates 

a bespoke work programme tailored to their strengths and 

weaknesses. DoodleMaths also allows pupils to earn 

‘Doodle Stars,’ which they can then spend on things such 

as designing their own robot.  

Using Doodle maths at home will really help your child to 

further their understanding of the maths they are working 

on in school and act as a valuable opportunity to refresh 

previously taught skills that pupils may not be secure with. 

Please can all children use Doodle maths 

at home! 
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Home Learning 

Alongside reading and practicing spellings, we would like your child to do ten minutes of DoodleMaths as part of their home 

learning routine. To access everyone’s login information, I had to do a full reset of all usernames and passwords. By now, Mrs 

Lane will have sent you the necessary information to log on to DoodleMaths (which includes how to download and access it if 

you have not used it before). If you have any queries about your child’s use of DoodleMaths, please speak with your child’s 

class teacher. Please note Class Darwin have been given their logins and parents will not receive a further message. 

Once again, thank you so much for everything that you have done to support your child’s learning during what has been a very 

difficult few months; we really do appreciate it. Moving forwards, we are all very happy to have the children back in school and 

are working extremely hard to ensure that they enjoy their maths learning and achieve their full potential. 

Many thanks, 

Mr Morrison 

Assistant Headteacher & Maths Lead 

Further Support 

As mentioned in the previous newsletter, if you are looking for more maths practice at home these are some very 

useful websites to further support your child’s maths learning. 

 

NRICH - https://nrich.maths.org/primary 

The link above will take you to NRICH. This is a website full of mathematical challenges and investigations for pupils of all ages 

and abilities. This is especially good for very able pupils and those who love solving mathematical problems. 

 

BBC Bitsize - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z826n39 

BBC Bitesize contains lots of useful guides for understanding mathematical concepts. In addition, there are a selection of 

mathematical problems that your child can use to apply their understanding of KS2 maths. 

 

Third Space Learning - https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/maths-investigations-for-ks2-how-to-make-mathematical-

detectives/ 

This website allows you to download a booklet containing a range of investigations suitable for pupils in KS2. 

 

Oak Academy - https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-2 

Oak Academy is a website containing a wide range of lessons, covering all subjects and year groups.  

The lessons provided are done by fully trained teachers and provide high-quality teaching and learning. 

 

As a school, we want to pass on how appreciative we are of all the hard work that you are putting in.  

Home schooling during this half term has been challenging for all of us but thank you so much for  

persevering with the daily work that we have been sending. I hope that you all enjoy your half-term break! 

 

 

https://nrich.maths.org/primary
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z826n39
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/maths-investigations-for-ks2-how-to-make-mathematical-detectives/
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/maths-investigations-for-ks2-how-to-make-mathematical-detectives/
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-2
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In Year 6, we looked at the book 'The Day the Crayons Quit' by Drew Daywalt. On World Book Day, the Year Sixes discovered 
that all of their stationery and chairs had gone on strike! They were fed up feeling unappreciated and had written a letter 
addressed to all of Year 6 expressing their complaints! So the pupils set to task inferring how their stationery could be feeling 
and why. Using this information, they planned and wrote letters to persuade their beloved stationery to return...  

Lia G, Class Goodall  
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Mia A, Class Darwin 
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Billy W, Class  Darwin 



Churchill’s Cabinet Meeting 

Winston Churchill has this week met with his cabinet to discuss the 

evacuation of children out into the countryside. Many questions were raised 

for the Prime Minister to consider. 

Cooking with Co-op Fairtrade! 

As you know we are raising money for new cooking equipment, so we can have more cookery experiences for the children in 

school. We have been able to buy a new oven recently with an anonymous donation we received and now need more 

equipment. Please choose our school as your preferred charity when using your Co-op card. Thank you. 

Here, you can see some Y6 children trying out the Fairtrade ingredients kindly donated by the Co-op in Pocklington—our 

thanks go to the team there, as the children had a great experience baking this delicious cake! 
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Young Reporter Book Recommendations 
 
Hi there, these are some book recommendations that hopefully will occupy you during lockdown. These aren’t only for the 
year groups recommended, I’m a Year 6 and love all these books. I have chosen a wide variety for each year group, so I hope 
there is something for everyone. 
 
Year 3:  The Christmasaurus by Tom Fletcher, a disabled boy is taken on an adventure with a prehistoric friend!  
 
  World’s Worst Children 1, 2 and 3 by David Walliams, David tells us about his made-up world’s worst children 
  through humorous fiction. 
 
Year 4:  The Bed and Breakfast Star by Jacqueline Wilson, Elsa, a fun girl who loves jokes makes do with living in a B  
  and B  but when the day needs saving will she joke about it or take charge? 
 
  Midnight Gang by David Walliams, 4 kids all in hospital and a fun member of staff, what could go wrong?!  
 
Year 5:  Dork Diaries series by Rachel Renee Russell, Nikki Maxwell is a total dork but with mean girl MacKenzie, two  
  friends and a crush will she become even dorkier? 
   
  Stitch Head by Guy Bass, Stitch Head was Professor Erasmus’ first creation and his smallest, Erasmus has  
  forgotten him but has Stitch Head forgotten him? If you like the first book it’s a whole series. 
 
Year 6:  The Star Outside My Window by Onjali Q Rauf, Aniyah and her brother Noah are put into foster care by  
  themselves and have a great mission, to name their mother’s star. 
 
  My Sister Jodie by Jacqueline Wilson, good girl Pearl and rebellious sister Jodie move to a private school as  
  their parents got jobs there, Pearl settles in here but Jodie is bullied but will she put up with it? 
 
I’d say the Year 6 recommendations are suitable for upper school as they are more advanced stories but all the other books are 
suitable for whatever age group. 
 
Thank you for reading my report. 
 
By Lolly G, Class Goodall 



Joe Wicks and his 20-minute workouts 

After the first surge in Coronavirus, on the 23rd of March 2020, Joe Wicks, aged 34, began PE lessons live streamed and 

recorded from his own home, on YouTube.  Averaging 120,000 viewers per stream. Multiple age groups performed these 

exercises. Me and my dad, for example, take part in them. Joe manages to make my dad smile (he can be pretty miserable in 

the morning). Some days Wicks is on it and ready for action and other days he’s got his kids running amok, slamming his head 

into the ceiling and one day he farted live in front of 500,000 people just after starting to stream! Joe has a great skill at 

laughing at himself and dancing to his music. He may not be the brainiest person but his enthusiasm more than makes up for 

it! He participated in the ice-bath challenge with Wim Hof who taught him breathing techniques to stay in the ice and managed 

3 minutes! 

On Monday, it’s a normal workout, 10 exercises, a 2-minute rest and then 10 more exercises. On Wednesday, it is the ‘Themed 

Quiz Day’, the same as Monday but with questions and answers about a certain topic in between exercises. On Friday it’s 

‘Fancy Dress Day’ where Joe wears a costume and encourages the viewers to join in. It is always a surprise about what he’s 

going to wear. He has dressed as The Honey Monster, a Pirate, Spider-Man and to go with the running joke, a Whoopee 

Cushion. 

He is a very likable, open and a positive person who doesn’t mind the viewers watching his daily life on YouTube. Joe interacts 

with the watchers giving them personal shout outs and happy birthdays. 

Joe Wicks has kept us smiling through these tough times.  

By Alfie W, Class Darwin 

Marathon Fundraising 

When I heard the news about my teacher’s (Miss Millar’s) Dad being poorly I really wanted to do something to help make him 

better because on 7th May 2020, my Grandad Steven passed away suddenly and I knew how upset my mum was feeling and I 

didn’t want this to happen to anyone else. I tried to think of some good ideas of how I could help raise money for the 

Woodlands Neurological Rehabilitation Centre where Miss Millar’s Dad is being looked after and decided the best way to raise 

as much money as I could was to run a marathon! 

The challenge I set myself was to run 26.2 miles in 2 weeks. This meant I had to run at least 2 miles a day in order to achieve 

this goal. I started by asking  my relatives if they would sponsor me and explained what I was doing and why. My family all 

agreed to sponsor me and were all touched by what I was doing after what happened to Grandad Steven and really supported 

me. 

I set up a WhatsApp group for everyone so I could post photos and videos as proof of what I had run daily. I found it tricky at 

first because I still had my schoolwork to do and bi-weekly training sessions with my trampoline club on Zoom and I also had 

my chores to do at home. 

After a couple  of days I got used to it and in the second week I didn’t have school, so I had more time to run. My family on the 

WhatsApp group were very supportive and gave me lots of encouragement and kept me going. By this time, I had also gained a 

couple of new sponsors—my Coach for trampoline and a friend. It made me feel really happy that I managed to raise £210.00 

for the Woodlands Centre as this will hopefully help make Miss Millar’s Dad better. The day after I completed the marathon, 

Mum and I drove to school to drop off the money and I felt really good about what I had done. 

By Talia N, Class Goodall 



March 2021 

19th Special Red Nose Lunch 

26th Break up for Easter Holiday 

April 2021 

12th Start of school term 

19th Individual Photographs 

23rd Y4 swimming starts for 10 weeks 

May 2021 

28th Break up for half term 

June 2021 

7th Return to school 

 

 

Pocklington Community Junior School 

65 Kirkland Street, Pocklington, York YO42 2BX 

admin@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 01759 302224 

Red Nose Day Special Lunch 

Friday 19th March 2021 

Chicken / Quorn Nuggets 

Chips & Beans 

Red Nose Sponge 

Jackets & sandwiches will be served as usual. 

We are not collecting donations, but if you wish to donate to the Red 

Nose Day fundraising, please visit www.comicrelief.com/rednoseday 

Children should be in school uniform please 


