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 Our ‘Yorkshire Winter Skies’ Photo Competition! 
A huge well done to Claire in Year 4 for this incredible photograph! 

The judges loved the unusual cloud formation which combined so many different  

shapes and colours! 

We were absolutely thrilled to receive over 60 entries to this competition and the judges  

had a truly challenging time deciding on the winner! We had so many beautiful entries  

that we have dedicated the next two pages of the newsletter to showcasing some as  

they deserve to be seen. 

Thank you to everyone who wrapped up warm and went out to capture their fantastic photos!  

Do look out for the next photo competition in  this newsletter! 
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Well done Bea in 

Year 5 for this 

photo! 

We loved the 

atmosphere in this 

scene; the mist 

blanketing the grass 

as a buttery yellow 

sun rises through the 

trees felt very 

wintery! Great job! 

Well done Ruby in 

Year 6 for this 

photo! 

The judges were 

immediately drawn 

to the vivid oranges 

that streak through 

the different shades 

of grey in your 

winter sky! We love 

the different shades 

of dark and light too! 

Well done! 
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Well done Bethany 

in Year 5 for this 

photo! 

It was the brilliant 

orange in your photo 

that really caught 

our eye! It looked 

like the sky was on 

fire behind the 

buildings. 

We also love the 

shape of the clouds 

that look like they 

are rolling across the 

sky! Well done! 

Well done Harry in 

Year 5 for this 

photo! 

We loved the clouds 

in this photo! They 

show real movement 

and interesting 

shapes. Well done! 

PS We also thought 

your second photo 

with the silhouettes 

of the sheep walking 

up the hill was super 

too! 



Young Photographer Competition! 

Our next photography competition is going to be  

on the theme of  ‘New Life.’ 

Over half term, if you are able to go out into your garden, 

for a walk nearby or maybe even stay inside, can you spot 

any signs that spring is round the corner? Maybe some 

trees starting to push out new buds, some flowers peeping 

through the winter ground? Perhaps you have some new 

life in your own home - a new baby or a litter of baby 

animals? We look forward to receiving your amazing 

photos! 

What special moment will you capture on camera? 

All entries to be sent to: 

head@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk  by 1st March 2021. 

Dear Parents and Carers! 

As we approach half term, I would like to say how proud everyone at 

school is of all of our children. This has not been an easy term for 

them, whether in school or at home, yet we continue to receive 

reassuring and uplifting messages from parents about how they are  

working as hard as they can to complete their lessons. Our staff have 

worked incredibly hard to support your child(ren) and maintain the 

normal curriculum and learning routines  and are always on hand to  

offer feedback and support to anyone who needs it. 

I know that the children have really enjoyed their live sessions with their teachers and have been happy to 

see their friends again, albeit virtually! We will be continuing these sessions after half term until we are 

able to welcome all our children back into school, which we are all greatly looking forward to! You will be 

aware that on the 22nd February, the government are due to be presenting a recovery plan which we are 

hoping will indicate when schools are to re-open fully. We will make sure that you receive all information 

relevant to reopening  as soon as we are able. 

In this edition of our newsletter, we are replacing our usual safeguarding pages with a newsletter from 

CEOPS about online safety which is particularly relevant whilst so many of our children are spending their 

days on devices, whether it be accessing home learning, chatting on social media or gaming.  

The newsletter contains important, easy to access advice on how to keep your child safe when online. I 

strongly recommend reading this as whereas the internet is a wonderful tool in many respects, no parent 

should underestimate the potential for their child to encounter or become the victim of internet  bullying, 

exploitation or be exposed to unsuitable adult materials.  

Thanks once again to CEOPS for creating this informative guide for parents. 
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Mrs Minton, Head of Lower School at Woldgate, would like encourage all our Year 6 children to access the latest 

Primary Newsletter on the Woldgate  transition website. September may seem a long way off, but both Woldgate 

and our school  are keen to help your child make links  as early as possible. We are pleased to be able to share 

exciting opportunities for our year 6 children as part of their transition process to Woldgate.  

By logging into the Woldgate Transition website (see details below) children can access a wealth of resources and 

videos intended to make the transition process as smooth and supported as possible.  After half term, the site will 

also be broadcasting a range of exciting events from a number of locations, including The Deep in Hull and the 

Jorvik Viking Centre in York. These events will be a brilliant extra-curricular opportunity for pupils, as well as a 

chance to get to know the staff and ethos at Woldgate School.  

To access the site, parents need to email transition@woldgate.net with their name, contact telephone 

number, year 6 child's name, DOB and their Primary School.  They will then be sent a link to the site, as well as a 

username and password.  Woldgate will be advertising their events via our dedicated twitter account 

@WoldTransition. 



Oak National Academy: Author of the Week 

Konnie Huq 

Each week, Oak National Academy are working together with the National Lit-

eracy Trust to introduce ‘Author of the Week’. Children’s authors introduce 

themselves, share their most popular books to read for FREE and recommend 

other books for children to read.  

The webpage has games, quizzes, wordsearches and activities for children to enjoy. 

Click on the link below to see this week’s author of the week: Konnie Huq. The children’s book 

‘Cookie and the Most Annoying Boy in the World’ can be listened to as an audio book. 

World Book Day 2021 

Thursday 4th March 2021 

We are inviting everyone to dress up for World Book Day as your 

favourite book character. As always, you can be as inventive as 

you wish with your costumes and we do not expect expensive 

items to be bought. Teachers are planning lots of exciting lessons 

to go onto the Home Learning platform, all linked to a picture 

Picture Books for World Book Day 

Each year group have a fantastic picture book to read 

during World Book Day. Why not take a look at these 

animated videos of the book to prepare yourselves for 

the day? 

Year 3/4 Journey by Aaron Becker 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FMtc_QFIu9Q 

Year 5 Tuesday by David Wiesner 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A6Uvxjsooik 

Year 6 The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt 

Dress Up Day 

4th March 

Need some ideas? Visit this website and download the guide on how to create Roald Dahl character costumes. 

https://www.roalddahl.com/charity/get-involved/roald-dahl-story-day-fundraising/dressing-up-tips  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FMtc_QFIu9Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A6Uvxjsooik
https://www.roalddahl.com/charity/get-involved/roald-dahl-story-day-fundraising/dressing-up-tips
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Once again, I must thank you for all the hard work and effort that has gone into supporting your child with their 
maths work during these challenging times. Please continue to send in maths work that your child has been doing; 
it has been great to see the work that pupils have been doing and then provide some well-deserved praise and 
constructive feedback to help move their learning forwards.  
 
Please continue to follow the guidance outlined in the lesson streams on 
how to represent calculations. For example, using a number line when 
dividing will help pupils to jump in the correct sequence to identify how 
many equal groups (or jumps) they are able to make. In the calculation 
example shown, you have 25 and you are grouping into 4; this means that 
each jump will be a jump of 4. We want to know how many jumps of 4 can 
be done either jumping backwards from 25 without crossing 0 or jumping 
forwards from 0 to get as close to 25 as possible. As we can see, we can 
make a jump of 4 a total of 6 times; there is then a remainder of 1. 
 
TT Rock Stars 
Thank you for your continued role in supporting your child with their times tables work using TT Rock Stars. In 
doing this for 5-10 minutes daily, your child will be advancing their ability to recall these essential multiplication 
and division facts and then apply them to the many areas of maths that they are relevant to.  
 
Remember that, in addition to the ‘garage’ mode that tailors the multiplication and division facts to suit your child’s 
ability, there is also ‘studio’ mode which tests all multiplication and division facts up to 12 x 12 and is how pupils 
earn their rock status. Many pupils have also enjoyed using the multiplayer features such as ‘arena’ and ‘festival’ as 
well as setting and responding to challenges from one another on ‘rock slam.’  
 
If you have any issues relating to your child’s use of TT Rock Stars, please contact school using the year group email 
address. 
 
Further Support 
As mentioned in the previous newsletter, here are some very useful websites to further support your child’s maths 
learning at home. 
 
NRICH - https://nrich.maths.org/primary 
The link above will take you to NRICH. This is a website full of mathematical challenges and investigations for pupils of all ages 
and abilities. This is especially good for very able pupils and those who love solving mathematical problems. 
 
BBC Bitsize - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z826n39 
BBC Bitesize contains lots of useful guides for understanding mathematical concepts. In addition, there are a selection of 
mathematical problems that your child can use to apply their understanding of KS2 maths. 
 
Third Space Learning - https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/maths-investigations-for-ks2-how-to-make-mathematical-
detectives/ 
This website allows you to download a booklet containing a range of investigations suitable for pupils in KS2. 
 
Oak Academy - https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-2 
Oak Academy is a website containing a wide range of lessons, covering all subjects and year groups. The lessons provided are 
done by fully trained teachers and provide high-quality teaching and learning. 
 
As a school, we want to pass on how appreciative we are of all the hard work that you are putting in. Home schooling during 
this half term has been challenging for all of us but thank you so much for persevering with the daily work that we have been 
sending. I hope that you all enjoy your half-term break! 
 
Best wishes,  
Mr Morrison 

https://nrich.maths.org/primary
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z826n39
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/maths-investigations-for-ks2-how-to-make-mathematical-detectives/
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/maths-investigations-for-ks2-how-to-make-mathematical-detectives/
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-2


Hello everyone, 
 
I hope you are all safe and well at home and have been enjoying the wonderful, snowy weather we have been having. In our 
previous newsletter, I spoke about how you could support your child’s well-being whilst they are learning remotely. This 
month, I wanted to focus on something that will positivity impact on your child’s well-being too- staying active! Not only is 
staying active important for a healthy lifestyle, it also helps children (and adults) decrease stress levels and improves 
motivation. 
 
Exercise doesn’t have to be a stand-alone activity; it can be included into learning too- here are some ideas you may like to try 
out with your children in the coming week: 
 
Active spelling 
Assign your child a workout move to do whilst they are spelling a word aloud. For example, I may choose star jumps. If your 
child had to spell the word ‘breathe’ they would then spell the word aloud whilst doing the star jumps and chanting each letter. 
Not only do children enjoy this activity as a great spelling alternative, they are able to stay active too! This activity can also be 
applied to number bonds or times tables in maths, in which the children complete the number of workout moves as they give 
the answer. 
 
Spelling word relay 
Spelling word relay can be done in teams (if the whole family wants to get involved) or it can be done individually. Firstly, give 
your child a word they need to spell, for example ‘accommodate.’ You can then place different pieces of paper around the 
house or the garden where your child has to write each letter down. Once they have completed each letter, they then can be 
collected by the child and put in the correct order. Like the active spelling, this can be applied to maths too using number 
bonds or times tables. You could even use it to spell vocabulary that your child has learnt in their enquiry lessons.  
 
Stand Alone P.E lessons 
If your child is finding it difficult to stay active at home, there are lots of sessions and apps that are available online that may 
engage them. 
 
1.) Our Year Six’s classes this year really do enjoy accessing Just Dance on You Tube. The children play the video and follow the 
moves that are on the screen. There are so many songs that the children enjoy and both the boys and girls in class really enjoy 
them. I have included the links to some our children’s favourites below. 
2.) Home Court (which is available to download on Apple) is an interactive game that allows your child (and you) to jump 
around trying to touch a virtual basketball. I have tried this myself and it is most definitely a great workout! 
3.) There are so many fantastic yoga videos on You Tube which can be used for both exercise and meditation. My favourites 
are the Cosmic Kids videos, which include stories yoga such as Harry Potter and Star Wars! 
4.) As some of you will know, before Covid-19, a number of our children at school took part in sensory circuits. Sensory circuits 
are a short and snappy exercise programme which helps children to self-regulate before the school day begins. Although I 
know many families will not have the equipment at home that is used in school. Setting up your own circuit at home to take 
part in before home learning begins couldn’t be easier. These circuits are to be used at the beginning of the school day for 10-
15 minutes. 
 
Here are some ideas that you could use for your sensory circuit: 
· A set amount of jumps on the trampoline. 
· A number of set laps in the garden, you could even add obstacles to avoid and navigate, such a garden furniture, pots and 
pans, anything you can think of! 
· Use an item for your child to jump over and back again a set number of times. 
· Use tin cans for arm exercises. 
· Bouncing a ball into a target – this could even be into a washing basket! 
Here are some links to help support your child in becoming more active, including links to Just Dance, Cosmic Kids and Home 
Court: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-BS87NTV5I 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQr79y06poU 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gVfgTw_W_JY 
https://www.homecourt.ai/ 
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PARENT LIVE ZOOM MEEETINGS 
 
If your child is on the additional needs or monitoring register you will be invited to our SEND live Zoom sessions with myself 
and Mrs Taylor which begin on Wednesday 24th February between 11- 12.15pm. This is an informal chat where parents can 
share or discuss any support they need with ourselves or other parents. If parents then wanted an individual chat about their 
child, this could also be organised. Mrs Taylor and I would love to see you there for virtual coffee or tea and cake! 
 
Thank you as always for reading the additional needs news and I cannot wait to see all of our children when they arrive back to 
school. As always, if you are concerned about your child or your child has additional needs and you need more support please 
do not hesitate to email me: rebecca.birrell@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 
 
I hope you all have a restful half-term, 
Miss Birrell 











Isabella B, Potter 

Isabella’s fantastic art work depicting the Wolds in winter, having 

fun in the snow and her research about the city of York for enquiry. 

Lottie G, Potter 

Lottie’s picture of the Wolds in summer followed with her having fun in the snow 

with her sister Lollie in Miss Millar’s class. 

She was inspired by a P.H.S.E. lesson about Jane Goodall to do research about 

elephants. 



Oscar P, Attenborough Autumn Landscape 

Fay C, Attenborough 

Our PSHE lesson was 

to design a garden for 

someone with a 

disability. Fay chose 

someone in a 

wheelchair and did an 

amazing job with her 

ideas board and plan. 

Tillie T, Attenborough 

Our science lesson in 

animal classification 

demonstrated perfectly by 

Tillie as she collected bugs 

in the garden and classified 

them in a chart. 

Summer landscape  

by Faye C, Attenborough 



Ellie S, Packham 

Emily F, Packham 

Ellie W, Packham 

Timmy H, Packham 

Emily F, Packham 



Suspense writing 

Harry W, Irwin 

Islamic Art 

Joshua C, Irwin 

Medieval illuminated lettering inspired by our enquiry learning 

and some self portraits. 

Grace C, Durrell 

Georgia W, Durrell 

Georgia W, Durrell 

Matthew S, Durrell 



In both our literacy and enquiry, we have been looking at Emma Carroll's book Letters from the Lighthouse which is about 

children being evacuated from London to Devon in World War Two. In enquiry, we looked at the reason's children were 

evacuated, The Blitz and what children's lives were like during World War Two. In literacy, the children have written fantastic 

setting descriptions of an air raid building up the atmosphere for the reader. This week, they have been writing letters as an 

evacuee home. Each week, they have loved listening to one their Y6 teachers reading out chapters of the book too- there has 

even been a number of appearances from the famous Y6 gorilla George! Miss Birrell, Miss Hooson, Miss Millar, Mrs Briggs and 

Mrs Lea are all extremely proud of our Y6's and all their fantastic work they have been doing at home.  

Independent Write Diary Excerpt —Daisy R, Adamson 
27/1/21 
Numb with fear, I kept on running. Maybe if I ran under the remains of balconies, no one would see me. I was 
approaching my grandma’s house now, but something seemed off. I know anyone would say that if there were 
enemies coming into your country but I was used to that now. I opened the door and shouted for my grandma. No 
reply. I needed to look everywhere; she had a large house so it was going to be a tricky task. Living room one and two, 
no sign. Neither in the bathroom or kitchen. That only left the three bedrooms. 
“Come on Grandma, please.” I whimpered. 
She wasn’t in any of the bedrooms, or any rooms in her house! She couldn’t have heard it. She’s deaf as a post! I saw 
an air-raid warden looking for any stranded people. I think he saw me. He ran into Grandma’s house. 
“Come here child. You need to get to the shelter.” ordered the warden. 
“I don’t know where my grandma is! She’s completely deaf you see, so she wouldn’t have heard the siren.” I replied, 
trembling with anxiety. 
I could see a fire starting to burn down buildings. The smell of smoke filled my nostrils. There wasn’t much time until 
the fire burned down my grandma’s house. I really did need to get out of there. But not without Grandma. 



Independent Write Diary Excerpt—Isla M, Adamson 
 
27/1/2021 
Then I smelt it was like no other smell the unmistakable burning like acid up my nose. As an ashy blanket laid itself 
across London as I coughed and spluttered. Tentacles of fire and smoke wrapped themselves around my body till I 
coughed and spluttered. The not in my stomach tightened so hard I thought I might explode. Then in the distance a 
hazy white light appeared-hold on it wasn’t a light it was the familiar sight of an air warden uniform . I forced myself 
up. 
 
'CMON YOU LOT WE DON’T HAVE ALL DAY.' 
 
I forced myself up and started to haul my way through the stampeding crowd. As I staggered forward people started to 
rush and push past me quicker than they were doing before screaming and flailing there arms all over. 
 
Then the warden shouted 'EVERYONE GET DOWN BOMB INCOMING.' 
I was to shocked and stunned to move I was frozen in time. Then...BANG. The bomb hit it reverberated through my 
core and the city shook under me feet as I stood there paralysed whilst fiery tentacles lashed at me ferociously. 

Jude K, Darwin 

Evie C, Darwin 

Evie created this for a guided reading inference lesson and 

this picture represents what she imagined when she was 

reading some song lyrics.  

Nelly V,  Adamson 



Independent Write by Cianna A, Goodall 
 

I jumped over piles of rubble and I could here wind rushing past me. I couldn’t be late; it was the perfect day. 

He told me to meet him there so that is -of course- where I was heading. My skin was burnt but so was every-

one`s at this time of year.  

“Izzy,” yelled Tom, ”Over here!” 

I came up to him clambering over the debris left over from bombs in the previous week. It made me wish the 

Germans would surrender-they are being inhuman. Tom was perched on the remains of a brick wall, which 

was crumbling into small chunks at the end. When I came to sit next to him, a sharp brick cut my finger leav-

ing blood to dribble down my hand. I cursed under my breath. I remember when this was a booming street 

filled with sweet shops, cafes and the sound of children playing. Tom’s mum owned the deli at the end of the 

street. We used to dance together round the tables and make everyone laugh. Blue and white umbrellas 

would have been in the centre of every table, the walls had been painted white and the door blue so it all 

matched in the most perfect of was. Nobody thought it mattered that some of the paint was peeling off. We 

were happy. I miss it. I miss knowing what it felt like to be happy. 

The deafening sound of German fighter planes filled the once peaceful air. The birds were no longer singing. I 

could feel my mind going blank as I stumbled to my feet. As the air raid siren sounded, I searched Tom’s eyes 

for any signs of emotion. Fear can shine through your eyes, so can hope they are the most difficult emotions 

to hide. They were the emotions that that could take over your every move. 

Breathe, I told myself. Mothers, children and workmen all crowded the streets around us. Panic flooded the 

area. Somebody’s elbow shoved me into the brick wall we had just minutes ago been sat on. Blood stained 

the crumbled, sharp bricks. 

“None of you are gonna get to the shelter if you don`t calm down!” yelled the air raid warden trying to make 

himself audible over the siren.  

“We need to find –,“I said to Tom before being cut of by the sound of a bomb . The Germans. They were here. 

Here and ready.  

No, not again. My ears rang from the sound of bombs being dropped around us. Dust found it`s way into my 

cut, making it sting like a nettle. You wouldn’t believe that the sun was directly above us, the sky was covered 

in carpets of thick dark smoke. Huge flames licked the buildings around us; fire illuminated the streets a horri-

fying orange. It smelt of war. 

“Don’t just stand there get yourself to safety. Now!” ordered a man. I couldn`t tell who it was it was too dark 

to see. 

“My brother, my sister, my mum, Tom I don’t know where they are. Tom,” I cried desperately but I was alone. 

Alone. Covered in sut and with a lingering taste of fire in my mouth, I ran. You’re not supposed to but I did 

anyway. The world seemed to be against me.  Somehow, I felt like I was trapped in an endless void of dark-

ness. I didn’t know where I was. I didn’t know where safety was. I needed help. I needed help that wasn’t 

there. 

Grasping at air, I coughed and spluttered trying to breathe steadily. My head felt a million miles away from my 

legs- I had no coordination. Everything blurred into one hallucination, the whining, engines, the burning heat 

from the fire and the clouds of poisonous air. My ears were numb to the sound of human screams, my eyes 

wanted to close and never open again but yet something drove me onwards. Fear? Hope? There was no time 

to figure it out, the planes were growing progressively louder -louder than I have ever heard them. The deaf-

ening cry of a bomb exploding filled my ears. Blinding lights flashed before me. My lungs felt empty. There 

was no air to breathe. I’d been caught in the explosion. Caught by death.  

I chose Cianna's writing because she has done such a fantastic job of listening to Miss Hooson's advice when it comes to 

writing a setting description. She captured the reader's attention straight away by using ambitious vocabulary to create a vivid 

image, shorter sentences to create suspense and "show not tell" description linked with the 6 senses. Cianna has done a super 

job and should be so proud of herself! I envisage a budding writer!  
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I chose Lia's guided reading work however I could have chosen 

any of Lia's work that she has been completing at work. Lia always 

sends in such high-quality work and it is clear she is working so 

hard but also challenging herself to do the best she can, and it 

shows! In guided reading, the children were asked to infer the 

meaning and what they imagined after listening to a song. This is 

what Lia produced and it is such a beautiful job of capturing the 

singer's feelings through the lyrics. It will definitely be going up on 

display in Class Goodall; a wonderful piece of work Lia!  

Holly M in Class Adamson really captured our 

attention as we all imagined ourselves smelling the 

delicious aroma of sweets in the shop before the 

story takes a dark turn and leads us into the terror 

of war. Well done Holly, and how we all long to be 

able to visit a sweet shop now! 
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February 2021 

22nd  Key workers  children return to 

 school 

March 2021 

4th  World Book Day 

26th  End of term 

April 2021 

12th Start of Summer Term 

19th  Tempest Photography Individual

 Photos 

Pocklington Community Junior School 

65 Kirkland Street, Pocklington, York YO42 2BX 

admin@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 01759 302224 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/hull-museums-13221741831 

Early Doors and Homework Club Booking 

For children currently in school, please use the new booking 

form and payment method via the payments globe in Weduc. 

This is for all bookings for our Early Doors breakfast club and 

our after school homework club. 

Once all children are back to school all parents will be sent the 

relevant information. 

Thank you. 


