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Hi, I’m Lucy and I’m honoured to be head girl at Pocklington Community Junior 

School. My favourite subject in school is PE and some of my favourite sports 

include running, bench-ball and football. I also love school because I get to 

spend more time with all of my friends. Outside of school, my favourite thing 

to do is game and play with my pets. I have a dog (Barney), a cat (Toby) and 

two rabbits (Darcy and Jermima). The school values are really important 

because they set a perfect example of how everyone should behave in school. 

My highlight was when Mr Morrison walked into an automatic door in year 4!  

Hi, I’m Patrick and I’m really proud to be Head Boy at Pocklington Community 

Junior School. Inside of school my favourite subject is P.E because I like a chance to 

run around in a lesson. Outside of school my favourite thing to do is gaming 

because I like to play on consoles. My favourite game to play is Minecraft. Our 

school values are important because they show exactly how everyone should act 

in school. In my opinion, the school is a great place to be; kind, fun and safe. Last 

year one of my achievements was hard worker of the week because I didn’t stop 

working hard; I really enjoy school! A talent I have that I use outside of school is 

playing football as well as using my logical skills to play chess; I really loved Mr 

Morrison’s club last year!  

Class Irwin’s Remembrance display 



Young Photographer Competition 

November 2020 

Do you enjoy taking photographs? 

Here is your chance to enter a competition to take a winning photograph which will 

appear on the front page of  the next newsletter. 

The  theme for this competition is  

Autumn 

Your photograph can be of anything at all that makes people think of autumn. 

Please send your entry to head@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk by Friday 11th  

December. The winning entry will be featured on the front page of  the next newsletter. 

At school we feel passionately about giving children chance to excel in all fields; academic, sporting, scientific, 

creative and emotional and as such we are trying to create opportunities for children to shine in areas that they 

might not always get the chance. 

This newsletter launches the start of our Young Photographer competition which will become an ongoing feature in 

each newsletter. We would encourage any interested children to take part in it, not only as an opportunity to 

become involved in a hobby but also to allow them to develop a creative and interesting way at looking at the 

world. For children that are keen to have a go, there are some great tips to how to take a good photo in the link 

below: 

https://young.rspca.org.uk/ypa/tips 

Our new term’s focus on reading has got off to a flying start with children 

thoroughly enjoying their class book and each class has now moved onto a 

new one! We are extremely grateful to Friends of the school who have 

contributed £500 to purchase class sets of books– this is money that has 

been so well spent! There is nothing to beat having a real book in your 

hands when reading  and this does come at a price! 

                                                             Last newsletter we announced the introduction of our new PSHE scheme                      

     called Jigsaw. The children have all completed Unit One called Being Me in    

           My World and have now started Unit Two Called Celebrating Differences. This unit explores how 

children should strive to behave towards each other through the choice of words, and actions and learning to 

respect differences in appearance, race, abilities  and opinions. Please do check out the curriculum content for this 

unit, appropriate to your child’s age, by visiting the school’s website at : 

https://www.pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk/ 
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Oak: 0 

Linked to strength, 

morale and 

knowledge. 

Alder: 0 

Linked to courage 

and resilience due to 

its ability to grow in 

wet conditions. 

Hazel: 0 

Linked to knowledge, 

inspiration and creativity 

due to its unusual branch 

formations. 

  Rowan: 2 

This tree is meant to 

bring good fortune 

and help people on a 

journey. 

Oak House Captains Alder House Captains Hazel House Captains Rowan House Captains 

Since we set up our new houses in school, it has been wonderful to see so many children striving to 

earn our new house points! Lots of children have now finished their first card and are on to card 

number two! 

Once the house points are added up across school each Friday, the winning house gets a leaf added to 

its tree. So far this term the house points are as follows: 

 

House Competition 

Do you enjoy art? Are you good at designing logos? 

Well here is your chance to put your hobbies and talents to good use as we would like 4 banners to be 

designed—one to represent each house. 

A banner is a type of flag and we would like each house to have their own flag that we can fly in school 

and on the playground when we do school events. 

To design your banner this is what you need to do: 

1. Find out a little bit about the history or folklore about your house tree. 

2. Find lots of different pictures and photos of your house tree. 

3. Experiment with your ideas– you want to try to draw your tree in a way that also includes one or 

some of its history/folklore. HINT: Simple designs are often better! 

4. Draw your finished idea and colour it in. You don’t need to include a flag or any writing apart from 

your name! . Hand your entries to your class teacher by Friday 11th December. 

Good Luck! 

Winners will be announced in the next  

newsletter on Friday 18th December! 



This week we are featuring information on the social media app, Tiktok which lets users create, share, and view user created 
videos in a similar way to Facebook, Instagram and Snapchat. Its main appeal is to youngsters, however, any users can 
record and upload bite-sized looping videos of themselves lip-syncing and dancing to popular music, often for comedic 
effect, which can then be enhanced with filters, emojis and stickers. TikTok has been designed with the young user in mind 
and has a very addictive appeal. A very interesting documentary featured on Panorama this month highlighted how Tiktok 
can lead children into harm: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AcqzRI1-5dQ  
 
What is the age limit on TikTok? 

 TikTok requires its users to be at least 13-years-old to have access to the full app. 

 Anyone under 18 must also get consent from a parent or guardian before being able to set up an account.  

 It is possible to use TikTok if you are under 13, but younger children can only access a certain section of the app 
which has additional privacy features, and only displays ‘clean’ videos. 

 Children under 13 are not able to comment, search, or post their own videos however, it is possible for children 
to bypass this by entering a false date of birth.  

 
How can I turn on parental controls?  

 TikTok has a “Family Safety Mode”, which allows parents to control how their children use the app.  

 To turn this on,  go to Settings > Digital Wellbeing > Family Safe Mode. You can do this from your own phone, 
meaning you can make sure your child is protected without having their phone to hand.  

 Once this mode is turned on, you can limit how much time your child can spend on TikTok, and restrict what they 
are able to see. You can also set a passcode to make sure your child cannot change these settings themselves.  

 
How can I make an account private?  

 You can make an account private by heading to Settings > Privacy and Safety > Discoverability. You ’ll find a setting 
called Private Account, which you can toggle on and off.  

 When an account is private ,only users you’ve approved can follow you and view your videos and likes.  

 You can also go a step further and block other accounts from finding you or your child ’s account. To do this you 
will need to turn ‘Allow Others To Find Me’ off. 

 
How can I filter out inappropriate content?  

 TikTok has a Restricted Mode, which uses a system to filter out inappropriate content. You can find this option in 
Settings > Digital Wellbeing > Screen Time Management.  

 
How can I stop people contacting an account?  

 You can prevent other users from interacting with your account by going into  Privacy and Safety > Safety,  

 You can either allow everyone to interact with you, just people you are friends with, or no one at all.  

 It is under this setting that you can prevent other users from messaging your child ’s account,  

 as well as commenting on their videos. 
 
How can I report an account? 
If an account is displaying inappropriate content, you can report it:  

1. Go to the profile of the account you want to report 

2. Tap the Settings icon 

3. Tap Report and follow the steps in the app 

https://inews.co.uk/news/business/tiktok-social-media-analysis-benefits-china-573002




Y5 parent - I took this as an opportunity to 

casually ask my child what her favourite 

book is. Whilst reading is an important 

activity in our family, thinking about some 

of these questions I think reading aloud 

and perhaps sharing some stories could be 

fun. We thought we might set up a little 

mini book club between ourselves. Might 

start with Harry Potter, a little excited 

myself!  

Y3 parent - I was amazed 

how much he’d taken in 

when I asked him to 

explain the Edward Tulane 

book! 

Y4 parent - My child loved Edward 

Tulane so much that she made me 

read it. She warned me that I would 

cry at certain bits, and I did. It was a 

really lovely way of experiencing a 

book together, with her guiding me, 

rather than the other way round, 

which she got a lot out of.  

Comments from the survey... 

Book recommendations  

Year 4 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a listen to the author, Cressida 

Cowell, read Chapter 1 of How to Train Your Dragon: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWhNzQUfmSE 

Year 5 

Have a listen to Chapter 1 of Clockwork: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=6EZMbIrLuAs 

 Year 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 

Have a listen to Chapter 1 of The Boy Who Grew Dragons: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=frxWWOh0cow 

Have a listen to Chapter 1 of The Boy at 

the Back of the Class: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

Reading Parent Survey 

Thank you to everyone who have taken the time to complete 

the reading survey via the Weduc app. We had a fantastic 

response with over 100 surveys submitted in less than 24 

hours! This has provided us with feedback to further help your 

child develop their reading skills and a love of reading in our 

school.  If you have not yet completed the survey, it is still 

available on the Weduc app for you to do so. 



Welcome to the second edition of the additional needs news as part of our new look, school newsletter. For the next 
consecutive newsletters, I will be focusing on a different condition.  
 
As always, if you feel your child is showing any elements or traits of this condition either at home, or at school, please do not 
hesitate to contact me (Rebecca.birrell@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk) so that we can look into this further and give your child the 
support that they need both in and out of school. I am always here to help with any questions or concerns you might have.  
As we have been awarded as an ADHD friendly school, this week, we are going to be looking at ADHD, how it can effect 
children and their learning, alongside a number of strategies.  
ADHD- attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder 

 ADHD is an extremely common disorder which can impact on a child’s focus, impulse control and their emotional 
responses to situations.  

 People are lead the believe that ADHD is all about hyperactivity, this is not true. Children can have an inattentive type of 
ADHD which may appear as if in a daydream or off in their own world.  

 ADHD symptoms can persist into adulthood.  
Children with ADHD may have trouble with: 

 Getting and staying organised 

 Following instructions that have been given 

 Shifting from one focus to another 

 Their working memory 

 Managing their time effectively 

 Getting tasks started 

 Managing their time and emotions 

 Thinking carefully before they say or do things.  
Strategies to help children with ADHD 

 If a child with ADHD is tasked with something which may take time, try giving the child short breaks for them to get re-
focused.  

 Try and make as many tasks as you can active tasks, there’s even ways we can help to make English, maths and home 
learning more active! 

 Try and give an amount of time that a child has to stay focused by using a timer or sand timer. Short bursts of work can 
help children with ADHD stay on task.  

 Create a checklist for your child to complete, this will help them stay on task and know exactly what they must do 
before they start something new.  

Helpful websites 
If you would like to look into this further, here are some websites you may find helpful below, happy reading!  
https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/ 
https://youngminds.org.uk/ 
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/ 
Famous Faces with ADHD  
Here are some famous faces you may recognise of people who have battled with ADHD and become super success stories!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Miss Birrell 

Y6 Teacher 

SENDCO 

mailto:Rebecca.birrell@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk)
https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/


We are really enjoying our Stone Age enquiry in Lower School. We have 

been busy researching how Stone Age people lived, beginning with 

how they found food and how they found or built shelters and homes. 

We have also thought of questions we want to investigate further such 

as how cave paintings were created and how you hunt a mammoth!  

Children have also worked on events through time and how these fit 

on the timeline of history. 
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The children have really enjoyed 

researching why the first people 

came to Britain and learning about 

hunter gatherers and what they had 

to do to survive! 
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In Year 5, we have had a fantastic start to our Asian Enquiry with the children 
showing interests in volcanoes; Asian culture; and learning all about the 
Terracotta Army in China. They worked hard sketching the details of a 
Terracotta Warrior. Did you know that each Terracotta Warrior is unique and 
that each one was signed by the person who built it? 
 
Year 5 have also been studying the works of the artist, Van Gogh. The children 

designed and painted on rocks showing the style of this artist. Painting rocks 

was a lovely link to our ‘Beyond the Deepwoods’ class book. You could paint 

one at home and leave it somewhere to be found by others in the community. 

Why not visit the Kindness Rocks Yorkshire website to find out how to get 

involved. 
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Goodall’s & Adamson’s Mayan Gallery 

Year 6 have been investigating Mayan history with games, 

models and mask designing. 

We have also had some avid readers of David Walliams’s 

‘The Midnight Gang’! 
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Hearing Dog Hero! 
 
Hearing dogs are loving animals that help people who are deaf. It’s important to know that they 
can alert people by tugging on the lead. They might do this if a fire or a smoke alarm goes off, for 
example. It is also useful to know, in order to communicate with a hearing dog, you should use 
your hands to make commands and instructions such as sit. Today, I will be telling you about Roxy 
(a particular hearing dog that I have helped to train). 
 
When going out for a walk, we put Roxy into her harness and then connect the lead to the 
harness. This is very important. Usually, we take her on a walk around Pocklington (which takes 
around half an hour). One time, after we got back to the house, Roxy wanted to go outside. I let 
her out and she decided it was play time! The way Roxy shows that she wants to play is by 
jumping up and down like a kangaroo! Obviously, I turned my back on her because this is what 
you are meant to do to help with hearing dog training. Anyway, this is all I need to say 
for now! Thank you for reading. 
By Ellie R, Class Darwin 

The Best Book Ever! 
 
Hi, I’m Sophie and I’m going to tell you about my favourite book! I was in the shop with my Mum when 
she passed me a book and said (that if I wanted it) I could get it. I arrived home and started to read and 
soon realised that I hadn’t been reading for ten minutes…I had been reading for an hour and a half! 
 
The book is about a group of friends who are determined to become best friends with the new boy. 
However, the only issue is he can’t speak English! They also want to help the new boy (Ahmet) to find his 
parents because he is a refugee and doesn’t know where they are. 
 
The review 
Now that you understand the plot of the story, I can tell you about my review. I think that this book is 
great to read because it teaches important lessons such as: friendships, being kind and caring towards 
others. I would recommend this book to anyone (even adults!) because it’s exciting and funny, as well as 
teaching interesting lessons. It can also be touching and heartfelt at times! The age I would recommend this book for is 7+ 
because there are some words and topics which younger children might not understand. My favourite character (whose name 
we only find out at the end of the book!) is the main character as they try their best to help Ahmet find his parents.  
 
Conclusion 
Overall, I believe that this is a great book and everyone should read it! Rating = 5 Stars!  
By Sophie D, Class Darwin 

A day in the life of a Strictly fan 

On a cloudy, exciting day in Manchester 2018, an 8 year old called Lolly went to see her favourite show on 

tour! 

Lolly ( and her sister, Lottie, plus their mum) love Strictly Come Dancing and they managed to see them on 

tour, this was a dream come true. Their favourite dancer, Kevin Clifton, was not on tour, but their second 

favourite was. On tour there was: Dianne, Amy, Karen, Anton and even more. They drove to Manchester and 

got there on time, got drinks and the show began… 

The music filled the room and everyone started cheering and clapping. The talented dancers took up the whole 

stage. Lolly and probably everyone there got goosebumps on their arms and a chill down their spine. The tour 

got wrapped up as the dancers left the stage, Lolly and her family agreed that it was a day they’d never forget. 

If you would like to see Strictly Come Dancing on their next tour, please visit https://

strictlycomedancinglive.com/ 

By Lorelei G, Class Goodall 

https://strictlycomedancinglive.com/
https://strictlycomedancinglive.com/
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Wonderful Wilberfoss Wins! 

Wilberfoss Mavericks have humiliated an opponent in York (it 

was worth the trip!) On 17th October 2020, Wilberfoss gave an 

amazing display of football. 

“Today it’s Wilberfoss Mavericks v York Cubs. Today sees the 

return of Ashton M, Roan C and Ben H after their year being 

slaughtered by COVID-19. Let’s see how Wilberfoss will do,” 

the commentator said. 

“The Cubs have kicked off, this game is going to be serious,” he 

said interestingly. 

“It is 0-0 and Wilberfoss are on the attack, George crosses it to 

Ben with a defender on him, Ben slightly touches the ball and 

it’s gone in! Truly extraordinary – 1-0,” he said excitedly. 

“Ruby is running to the ball and shoots…GOAL! From outside 

the box into the bottom left corner, this must be the best goal I 

have ever seen!” he said surprised. 

Oliver M has the ball, oh, he’s gone past the defender, and he’s 

skilled two players…it’s a goal! It’s now 3-1 to Wilberfoss!” he 

said in shock. 

By Ben H, Class Adamson 

Spectacular Space! 

Cianna and her family visited Nasa in the summer or 2017. 

They were on holiday in America and had been staying in 

Florida which is conveniently close to NASA. It was the 

family’s first trip and would hopefully be the trip of a 

lifetime. 

They arrived at NASA in the blazing hot heat under the mid-

summer sun. The family were astonished by the pure size of 

everything. As they walked in they saw someone dressed 

up in a space suit. They walked on so they would be 

inaudible and had a discussion about how warm it must 

have been inside the suit. Cianna and Coral – the daughters 

in the family, sat in replicas of the space rockets. They 

realised when they walked inside that up above them were 

tunnels with glass round and people were going through 

the tunnels. 

Something that really caught the eye of the family was a 

slide, it was inside the building and you climbed up the 

stairs to get to the top. The children climbed up to have a 

go. They saw the part of the glass tunnels again and Cianna 

had to try it! She got up and took a deep breath, it was so 

high she couldn’t do it. No, she had to do it! Despite her 

fears, Cianna tried again and this time she did it. They 

walked into a different room and saw an actual space 

rocket that had been in space thirteen times! There was a 

man (elderly with a kind face), he began to talk to the 

family and he handed Cianna a coin. It was silver with the 

name of the rocket and pictures on both sides. Cianna knew 

she must treasure that coin, but most of all she must 

treasure her memories, and to do that she would put the 

coin on her wall and that is what she did! 

If you would like to book a visit, please visit 

www.visitnasa.com. We hope you enjoy it if you go. 

By Cianna A, Class Goodall 

Be who you want to be, no matter what! 

What helped me with acting was when I thought I wouldn’t get it or when I was slowly thinking of giving it up. I 

started thinking about what I love and what I wanted to do with acting. I continued to be resilient and went to 

some classes and finally found I did want acting in my life! 

There are a million reasons why I love acting and feel I’m good at it! I don’t have time to tell you all  my 

reasons! 

You can be whoever you want to be as long as you’re happy. Don’t let anyone tell you what you have to be! I 

wrote this message to inform you, even if it’s not acting, to be whoever you want to be, no matter what! 

By Holly N, Class Adamson 

http://www.visitnasa.com


 

Wolds Learning Partnership—A family of schools with shared values 

Road to El Dorado 

A few weeks ago the class watched a film called ‘The Road to El Dorado’. The film is set in Spain 1519 and is based 

in Mayan times. 

We watched this film because our class is learning about the Mayans. Whilst changing for PE we watched a clip, the 

clip was about an ancient Mayan game called Pok-a-tok, which is what we were going to play in PE!  

My dad bought the DVD for me as I wanted to see more, this film has become one of my favourites! 

There are four main characters in the film – Miguel, Tulio, Altivo, the war horse, and Chel. My favourite is Chel 

because she is really funny, especially when she says hello to Miguel and Tulio. This scene is really funny because 

the two men think they’re gods when they’re not and Chel scares them when she appears out of nowhere! 

I think the film is really funny and enjoyable. I would recommend it to anyone who likes films full of adventure. 

I rate this film 5 Stars  

By Holly M, Class Adamson 

The Hunger Games 

The plot of ‘The Hunger Game’ is about a girl called Katniss and how the richer cities make the poorer cities fight to 

the death in an arena for their amusement. Katniss is from a poorer place and someone from the richer city (the 

Capitol) picks a name from a glass bowl to choose who has to fight. Katniss’s sister, Prim was chosen but Katniss 

volunteers in her place. For the first four days they treat the tributes (fighters) like royalty and they feed them 

feasts, they each have a mentor who is someone who has won the game before. They have 2 days to train and after 

that they start the games. 

My favourite characters are Rue, one of the tributes, because she is selfless. I like Effie Trinket (someone from the 

Capitol) because she is really funny! 

Some famous quotes from the book: “May the odds be ever in your favour.” “Katniss, the girl on fire.” 

I give this book 5 Stars. It is also a four part film. 

By Nelly V, Class Adamson 

Look out for our Lower School 

Reporter pages in the next 

newsletter. 



December 2020 

11th  Christmas Jumper Day Fundraiser 

16th Lower School Christmas Lunch & party 

17th Upper School Christmas Lunch & party 

18th End of autumn term 

January 2020 

5th Start of school spring term 

8th Flu immunisation catch-up 

February 2020 

5th Individual School Photographs 

11th Break up for half term 

22nd Return to school 

Pocklington Community Junior School 

65 Kirkland Street, Pocklington, York YO42 2BX 

admin@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 01759 302224 

Thank you to all the parents /

carers who have downloaded our 

new communication app. We 

hope you are finding this a better 

way to receive and keep up to 

date with school information. 

Please continue to use School 

Gateway for school payments, 

messaging via this method will 

end at the end of November. 

Thank you. 

Friday 11th December 

Swap your school jumper/cardigan for a Christmas one in support of Save the Children.  

This has become an annual fundraiser for the school. Donations will be collected in class at registration. If you 

would like to know more about the charity’s work please use the link: 

https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/christmas-jumper-day 

Christmas Lunch & Party Information 

Wednesday 16th December 

 Lower School (Y3/4) are invited to come in Christmas 

party clothes. A traditional Christmas lunch along with 

a cracker can be enjoyed (or bring a packed lunch), 

followed by an afternoon of fun and games. 

 Upper school (Y5 & Y6) must be in uniform and bring a 

packed lunch on Wednesday 16th December. 

Thursday 17th December 

 Upper School (Y5/6) are invited to come in Christmas 

party clothes. A traditional Christmas lunch and 

cracker can be enjoyed (or bring a packed lunch), 

followed by an afternoon of fun and games. 

 Lower School (Y3/4) must be in uniform and bring a 

packed lunch on Thursday 17th December. 

We have decided to split the lunch over two days due to the 

extra time children need to enjoy their Christmas lunch. No 

jacket potatoes or school sandwiches will be served on 16th 

or 17th December. 

In order to free up the dining hall we do need to ask the 

other side of the school to bring a packed lunch. 

If your child is entitled to a free school meal and you need 

the kitchen to supply a packed lunch, please let Mrs Lane 

know by Monday 14th December. 

Thank you for your support. 


