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   Our Pocklington Photo Competition! 

A big ‘well done’ to Caitlynn in Year 5 for taking this beautiful photograph of Pocklington 
Church behind  a cherry tree. What stunning blossom! 

Thank you to everyone who sent in their entries– we had some great photos that made us 
realise what a picturesque market town Pocklington is! 

We have shown the runners up on the next pages! 

Do look out for the next photo competition in this newsletter! 
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Well done May in Year 5 for your photo! 

The judges love your rooftop picture of Pocklington with the church in the 

distance. The sky is such a beautiful colour and the whole scene looks so calm and 

very pretty! Well done! 

Well done! 

Another super photo 

of Pocklington—this 

time the memorial 

gardens! The judges 

liked the composition 

of this photograph 

with  the path running 

down the centre 

leading to the 

memorial! 



Welcome to the final newsletter of this half term! It has been an exceedingly busy one in school and I 

know that children are starting to feel tired and are ready for a week off in the sunshine! 

I hope that everyone managed to book a parents’ evening with class teachers. If for any reason, you 

weren’t able to meet, please do ring school to make an appointment– now more than ever, with most 

children not being in school in the spring term and wellbeing being a priority, it is incredibly important to 

catch up with how you child is doing at school. 

Transition: This year, as with last, we are aiming to keep most classes the same in September in order 

to retain some stability for the children. There will need to be some movement as our current 4 classes of 

year 4 children will need to be condensed into 3 classes and the same with the current year 3s moving to 

year 4. As soon as we have finalised arrangements, we will be in touch to let you know who your child’s 

class teacher will be.  

Staffing: We are all very sad to say goodbye to Mrs Yeates today who is retiring after 17 years of 

working here. We wish her all the very best ! We are also very sorry to be losing Miss Birrell at the end of 

the summer term. Miss Birrell has done a brilliant job as acting SENDCo since November last year and is 

so good at it that she has been appointed as SENDCo in a school in Beverley. We wish her all the very best 

for a fantastic career in a job that she feels so passionately about!  Mrs Lea, who is already working in 

Year 6, has been appointed as a new  permanent class teacher from September and will be a wonderful 

addition to our teaching team! We also welcome Mrs Cave back from maternity leave ready for 

September where she will resume her role as SENDCo. 

Finally, I would like to wish you all a very happy half term; the sun is finally going to shine and bring some 

much needed cheer! Best Wishes, Mrs Carlisle. 

Young Photographer Competition! 

Our next photography competition 

 is going to be on the theme of   

Shadows 
You could take photographs of you and your friends or 

family! Maybe photograph your pet’s shadow or even use 

your artistic skills to create a shadow puppet to photograph. There is really no limit to the different ways 

that you can explore shadows to get an interesting 

photo! 

We can’t wait to see your pictures! 

What special moment will you capture on 
camera? 
All entries to be sent to:   head@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk   

by Tuesday 22nd June 2021. 



 

Miss Birrell 

Y6 Teacher 

SENDCO 

How Stories can Support Children with Additional Needs 
 
Hi everyone, in this month’s newsletter, I wanted to discuss the importance of one of my favourite things- reading! Not only do 
I co-ordinate additional needs in school, I am also the teacher to a lovely Y6 class. In class, we spend so much time discussing 
the books we read and how they have impacted us. Reading is not only something that stimulates children’s imagination, 
books can even help support children with additional needs too. Here are a variety of ideas below that may support your child, 
and even promote a love of reading too! 
 
Social Stories  
Social stories describe social situations or concepts in a layout that is clear and meaningful for children, especially children with 
additional needs. The social story helps guide the child through a social situation that they are having difficulty managing. It 
helps them to gain a better understanding of the situation and enables them to learn how to respond or behave appropriately 
in that situation. Social stories are written in the first person, so that the child can play the key character. This helps the child 
understand how they can cope in a particular situation. Here are some links to some free printable social stories to get you 
started:  
https://happylearners.info/social-stories/ 
https://www.andnextcomesl.com/p/printable-social-stories.html 
 
We also have a selection of social stories for the children to access in school too.  
 
Fiction books 
As an avid reader of children’s fiction (and as a Y6 teacher), I feel that fiction books can make a huge impact on children; how 
they feel about themselves and for many children, searching for a character that they can relate to, that is like them. In the 
past year, I have come across a number of fiction books in which the main character has additional needs or has been through 
a particular traumatic event in their life, such as bereavement. These books really show an understanding of how the child may 
feel about their additional needs and, they are excellent books for the children to read too! I wanted to share just some of my 
favourites with you. 
 

 The Goldfish Boy by Lisa Thompson, which is about a boy called Matthew who struggles with his O.C.D.  

 Can You See Me? By Libby Scott and Rebecca Westcott, which is about a girl called Tallie who has autism.  

 The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd, is a detective story in which the main character, Ted, has Asperger ’s 
syndrome.  

 The Many Worlds of Albie Bright by Christopher Edge, in which the main character deals with a bereavement of his 
mum.  

 You Are Awesome by Matthew Syd, inspires children to be more self-confident- this is an absolute favourite of mine 
and Miss Hooson who also teaches in Y6.  

 Boy In the Tower by Polly Ho Yen, is about a boy called Ade whose Mum is suffering with anxiety, and he has to care 
for her. I read this book over lockdown and it also deals with being kept at home too, it really is a fantastic book!  

 Percy Jackson and The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan in which the main character Percy has dyslexia and ADHD.  

 A Kind of Spark by Ellie McNichol is about a girl named Addie who has autism. This book is fantastically written and is 
from the point of view of the main character. It really does give an insight on children with autism, their thoughts and 
feelings.  

 
These are just a small selection of fiction books that cover different types of additional needs. If you would like any further 
reading ideas or any other strategies to support your child’s additional need please don’t hesitate to contact me:  
Rebecca.Birrell@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk  

https://happylearners.info/social-stories/
https://www.andnextcomesl.com/p/printable-social-stories.html
mailto:Rebecca.Birrell@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk


Social Media 

There are lots of benefits for children when using social media: 

 Staying connected with friends and family, especially during these difficult times. 

 Enabling innovative ways of learning and creating new ways for them to express themselves. 

 Providing specialist support to children and families, such as counselling and therapy. 

 Promoted events through advertisements. 

But there are risks when children use social media to communicate with others. 

Social Media Age Restrictions 

As a school, we promote the positive aspects of social media and support the children in understanding the 

value in these platforms. Our PSHCE curriculum offers our children the opportunity to discuss the benefits and 

risks social media can have.  

We would like to remind parents that there are age restrictions for applications which can be seen below. We 

strongly advise that parents adhere to these age restrictions for the safety and well being of their children.  

Apps 

Apps and social media platforms are constantly updating and changing. It is important to be aware of the 

apps your child is regularly accessing on their devices. The NSPCC Net-Aware website has a wealth of ad-

vice available to parents on security measures and specific information related to individual apps. 

Click the link below, which will direct you to information about 83 apps currently popular with young peo-

ple. 

Apps, games and social media sites reviews for parents (net-aware.org.uk)   

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/
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Types of Cyberbullying 

 

Cyberbullying is bullying that takes place online. Unlike bullying offline, online bullying can follow the child 

wherever they go, via social networks, gaming and mobile phone.  

Cyberbullying can include: 

 

 Sending threatening or abusive text messages. 

 Creating and sharing embarrassing images or videos. 

 Excluding peers from online games, activities or friendship groups. 

 Setting up hate sites or groups about a particular child. 

 Creating fake accounts, hijacking or stealing online identities to embarrass a young person or cause trouble 

using their name. 

 

A child may not understand the consequences of comments being said to one of their friends rather than towards 

the victim with the intention of the victim never finding out. However, the power of technology and the ability to 

‘screenshot’ comments enables these to be widely spread. 

 

The Power of a ‘Screenshot’ 

 

Ity is important that children also understand that once something negative has been posted ion social 

media and passed on, it cannot be undone! 

Keeping Children Safe Online 

It can be hard to know how to talk to your child about online safety. From setting up parental controls to 

advice on sexting, online games and video apps. The NSPCC website contains advice for parents and chil-

dren about how to stay safe online. For Top Tips on: 

 online games; 

 parental controls; 

 livestreaming and online video apps etc., 

visit this website by clicking on the link below. 

Online Safety for Children - Tips & Guides | NSPCC  

Child A 

An unkind comment is sent to 

4 children in a group chat. 

Child B Child C Child D Child E 

All 4 children take a 

screenshot of the 

comment and pass it 

on to 2 more each. 

One of these could 

be the victim. 

Child F Child G Child H Child I Child J VICTIM Child L Child M 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
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TT Rock Stars 

Pupils are enjoying their TT Rock Stars in school every day. 

It is very pleasing to see the positive impact that doing a 

little bit of times tables work each day is having: pupils 

across the school are becoming more secure with 

instantly recalling their key multiplication facts. 

As mentioned previously, there is no expectation that TT 

Rock Stars is done as part of home learning. If your child is 

able to do a bit extra when they are at home, this would 

serve to further embed their times tables knowledge. 

 

DoodleMaths 

Thank you for supporting your child’s DoodleMaths learning 

at home this half term. For anyone who is unfamiliar, 

DoodleMaths is an interactive program that covers the entire 

primary maths curriculum. Like TT Rock Stars, it automatically 

assesses a child’s ability and creates a bespoke work program 

tailored to their strengths and weaknesses. DoodleMaths 

also allows pupils to earn ‘Doodle Stars,’ which they can then 

spend on things such as designing their own robot. Please 

continue to ensure that your child is doing ten minutes of 

DoodleMaths alongside their spelling and reading work – it 

really does help them with their maths learning. If you have 

any queries relating to DoodleMaths, please contact your 

child’s class teacher. 

DoodleMaths Premier League 

The pupils have really enjoyed taking part in the 

DoodleMaths Premier League this half term. The DMPL has 

involved different classes across the school competing 

against one another to earn points to move up the league 

table. At the end of the working week, the stars for each 

class have been counted and then calculated as an average; 

the class with the highest average number of stars will be the 

winner for that fixture. As with football league tables, it is 3 

points for a win, 1 point for a draw and 0 points for a loss. 

After weeks of doodling, I am delighted to announce that 

Class Durrell are our newly-crowned DMPL champions! I 

would like to congratulate Class Durrell for their 

achievement, but also say a massive well done to all classes 

for their efforts over the weeks to earn valuable points for 

their class. 

With 4 teams on 12 points it came down to how many 

doodle stars were earned over the course of the season. It’s 

been a fantastic effort from everyone and it has really shown 

that every doodle star counts! 

Once again, thank you for all the hard work that you continue to put in to support your child with their learning; we 

appreciate your efforts and it really does help with your child’s progress! If there is anything further that you would like to 

support learning at home, please speak with your child’s class teacher. 

Many thanks, 

Mr Morrison 

Assistant Headteacher & Maths Lead 
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In school, your child is provided a book 

based on an Oxford Reading Level suited 

to their reading ability. Here’s a 

comparison chart of the year group, 

Oxford Reading  Level and Accelerated 

Reading  Book Level. 

Accelerated Reader 

Accelerated Reader is an online tool to be used by children, parents and teachers. This programme recommends  

certain titles for certain age groups as well as considering anyone’s interests. 

We would like to offer you a FREE tool to use with your children. 

Have you ever wondered whether a book is suitable for your child? 

By clicking on this link, it will take you to an online resource with over 38,000 book titles to search and check its 

suitability. www.arbookfind.co.uk  

Year Group OR Level AR Book 

Level 

3  

9 4.5 

10 4.7 

11 5.0 

4 

12 5.2 

13 5.5 

14 6.0 

5 

15 6.2 

16 6.4 

17 6.7 

6 

18 7.0 

19 7.4 

20 7.8 

You can do a ‘Quick Search’ of a book title to check its suitability 

for your child. You will then be given the Interest Level (IL) and the 

Accelerated Reader Book Level (BL) like I have circled above.  

The Interest Level is really important to check that the book has 

suitable content inside for a particular age to read. 

Interest Levels: 

LY = Lower Years (Ages 5 to 8) 

MY = Middle Years (Ages 9 to 13) 

MY+ = Middle Years Plus (Ages 12 Plus) 

UY = Upper Years (Ages 14 Plus) 

 So, The Explorer by Katherine Rundell is suitable for Middle Years 

and someone at a Book Level 4.5. This means this book is suitable 

for  a child in Year 3 or above. 

Advanced Search 

You could also do an ‘Advanced Search’, where you can select a particular Book Level, Interest Level and specific 

subjects your child enjoys reading about. The online tool will then recommend a whole range of books for your 

child to read. 

http://www.arbookfind.co.uk/


Attenborough’s Fun & Games 

Who would be victorious in getting the ball across to the other team first? 

There was lots of excitement as each team took aim and fired those tennis 

balls at the basketball. 

Ancient Artefact Monoprints 

Here we show the wonderful art on 

Egyptian artefacts shown in monoprint. 

Peer evaluation is also shown, as well as 

the artist’s comments on improvements 

made. 

Khloe B 
Riley S 

Jacob M 



Class Baker’s Special Delivery 

More artefacts have been arriving from Ancient Egypt 

for us to study. Here you can also see Jasmine’s and 

Amie’s work on the discovery of a tomb, the research of 

archaeologists and facts about Egypt. 

Jasmine C 

Amie P 
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Ancient Egypt Investigations 

Fact-finding, diary entries and 

monoprint art from Class Potter 

Lottie G 

Adrijana J 

Aidan A 
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Durrell’s Circuits 
 
In science we have been looking at electricity and circuits. We have looked at the dangers, conductors and insulators and even 
seen what happens when you connect a pickle to the mains electricity (safely done by the BBC scientists). We were challenged 
to see if we could build a circuit that continuously lit up a bulb but also had a switch that could turn a buzzer on and off. It was 
quite tricky but most of us managed to do it!   

Barnaby, Dougie & Leighton Bea, Caley, Bethany, April and Lola  Amy 

Class Irwin has been learning tennis skills over the last 6 weeks and working on their volleys.  

Circuit work 

Class Packham 

has also been 

looking at how  

circuits work in 

their science. 



Significant Locations 

Class Packham has been 

learning about Buddhism 

and the significant 

locations associated with it. 

Diary of a Doctor 

In Class Packham the children have been learning about Ancient Greek 

diseases and cures for different illnesses. They have learnt all about Hip-

pocrates and the origins of medicine! Here you can see some diary en-

tries in which the children try to offer cures. 



Bringing angles to life! 

Since we returned after Easter, Class Adamson have been very busy and working extremely hard. In English, we have been 
writing persuasive adverts to convince people to visit Miami or Whitby- we are even filming them this week! We had to watch 
lots of adverts during this topic so that we can make our advert the best; we even watched one promoting brussels sprouts! In 
maths, we have been looking back at types of angles using our favorite maths song in the tune of YMCA! We have also been 
measuring and drawing angles too. During enquiry, we have been looking at the culture of Whitby and Miami, together with 
other aspects such as extreme weather so we looked at tornados, hurricanes and storm chasers! We have loved science too as 
we have been looking at electricity, making our own burglar alarms.  The most exciting news is that we have started our Y6 
play, Dazzle, which is about a fairground- we can't wait for our families to see it!  

Classes Adamson & Darwin’s live stream with Jennifer Killick for the launch of 

her new book, Crater Lake Evolution 
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Goodall’s Games 

Three in a Bucket & Benchball 
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Class Darwin practicing their horror story writing and dramatic reading!   
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Have you ever been horse riding?  

If you have a horse or you are planning to get one, you need to know how to take care of them. If you haven’t been horse 

riding, it is really fun! You get to meet and get to know the different horses. I am riding one called Peter, he is a new horse at 

Howden Equestrian Riding School. He is taller than me and he is the best. 

My horse riding instructor asked me if I would go on the new horse, Peter. I said yes and was excited on the inside. I was trying 

not to show emotion because the instructor was busy in a lesson. 

Things you should know about horses before you go horse riding: 

Some are big and they are called horses and smaller ones are called ponies. Ponies are fed smaller amounts than horses 

because ponies have smaller tummies and don’t need as much. 

Smaller ponies need smaller tack and their reins don’t need to be as long. 

By Sophie S, Class Irwin 

Fantastic Fortnite! 

Do you play Fortnite? Fortrnite is a game that me and my friends play. You can get V Bucks from the shop and you can buy 

different skins with them. A skin is basically some clothing. My favourite skin is from the item shop. Do you have a favourite? 

By Max G, Class Irwin 

Go Green 

Are you concerned about our planet and environment? Our planet is in danger. I am very worried about how much plastic is 

getting used as well as how much people are polluting the earth. Everybody can do their bit to help out, for example, you 

could (if you live nearby) walk, cycle, etc. to school. Also, you can buy reusable bags. I am glad to see there is a shop located in 

Pocklington, I Love Zero, that is all about being eco-friendly. For example, they sell skincare products, vegan sweets and a 

whole other range of products. The shop encourages you to bring your own container to fill up, but if you forget they provide 

paper bags. 

Small things that can help save the planet: 

Get on a bike instead of driving. 

Grow plants to give to friends instead of cut flowers. 

Use reusable bags when you go shopping. 

By May P, Class Irwin 
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Amazing Among Us! 

The popular game, Among Us, started building up its popularity in the year 2020. The game includes mystery and intelligence. 

You are either a crew mate or an imposter. If you are the imposter you can do fake tasks, sabotage and kill. However, if you 

are a crew mate you do tasks to save the airship that you are on and have to report any dead characters. Also, when you are a 

crew mate you can press the emergency meeting button located in the cafeteria. 

 

Maps & Locations 

There are 3 maps altogether: The Skeld, Mira HQ and Potus. In each of these maps there is a cafeteria, weapons room, securi-

ty, electrical, lower engine, upper engine, admin and much more in different maps. 

Skins 

 

Innersloth, the creators of the game, have released new types of hats and skins for the characters. The hats are 100% free and 

the skins $1.99. The creators have made plenty of other games which are fantastic, so overall I recommend their games! 

By Lily H, Class Irwin 

 

A Pure Planet 

Planet Earth’s health is particularly important to all living things. If we don’t take good care of our planet then living things will 

slowly start to become extinct, even humans. 

Taking care of our planet starts by using less plastic, and yes things you buy from the supermarket are most of the time 

wrapped in a layer of plastic and that’s going to be quite hard to change in the future. Some products are now being wrapped 

in paper bags so that is helping. Another thing we can do to save our planet is recycle more. Recycling plastic can help us use 

less of it. Also, you can become vegetarian or vegan or try ‘meat-free Mondays’ like we do at school. All these are ways are 

little things to help. If everyone does some of these things the world will be greener and happier with a better eco footprint! 

 

What is an Eco Footprint? 

An eco footprint can be shown as a graph of how much you help the planet. You can record what you use and this will affect 

the size of your footprint. If you are pescatarian then your eco footprint will be smaller than a meat eater and will be smaller 

again if you are vegetarian or vegan. 

 

By Ava P, Class Irwin 

Majestic Animals 

It was a great day to go to the Chester Zoo because it was my mum’s birthday. Me, my brother, mum and dad went  

and saw some of the most majestic animals like elephants, lions and black rhinos but they are only examples of all 

 that we saw. We brought a wonderful picnic full of lots of enjoyable food. Here are some of the cutest animal  

pictures from our day out: 

A cute elephant and her calf and a sun bear. 

By Claire H, Class Baker 
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https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/create-a-national-book-token-for-your-class 
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https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun 

The Letterbox Club is run by the children’s reading charity, BookTrust. Every month, for the next 6 months, you will receive a 

parcel of full of books, games and stationery for you to keep and enjoy. You can find out more by using the link above.  

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/ 

Have your say! 

The Children’s Commissioner for England is conducting the largest ever survey of children and young people in England. The 

purpose is to show the government what you think and what children need to live happier lives. The Big Ask survey takes 5-10 

minutes. 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Lockdown_Primary/ 

There have been a lot of changes because of COVID-19 and the ERYC would like your help to find out about what it was like for 
you in lockdown and how it is for you now you are back in school. We are also interested in hearing your ideas about how 
school could be changed or improved; this could include things that you are really enjoying or might be missing because things 
have had to change. All of your views are really important to us. 



June 2021 

7th  Children return to school 

29th  Year 6 Leavers’ Production 

July 2021 

2nd  Last week of Y4 swimming 

8th  Y6 Leavers’ trip to Let Loose 

15th/16th  Y6 Woldgate Transition Days (tbc) 

20th  Y6 Leavers’ trip to York Maze 

23rd  Break up for summer holidays 

September 2021 

8th  Children return to school 

10th  Y4 swimming starts 

Pocklington Community Junior School 

65 Kirkland Street, Pocklington, York YO42 2BX 

admin@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 01759 302224 

School Lunch Accounts 

As we head to the close of the school year we do ask that lunch 

accounts are kept up to date with payments. On 25th May our 

overall debt for school lunches stood at just over £4,000 which is 

a huge part of our budget. This week you will have received a 

Weduc message if your account is over £20 in debt. 

We ask for any accounts over £50 in debt that you send you child 

with a packed lunch until the debt is cleared. 

We appreciate your  support in reducing the debt the school is 

currently carrying. 

Traffic safety 

Due to the location of the school, being bordered by roads on all sides, it is without doubt, difficult to find parking when 

dropping children off and picking them up. It is therefore so important that parents are vigilant in looking out for children  

walking to school as there is significant danger of children being hit by cars that drop off in the no stopping zone and pull 

away at speed. Please ensure that parking/stopping only takes place in safe areas. 

Please be aware that although we minimise the movement of vehicles in our car park during drop off and collection times, 

there will be occasions when our staff need to leave the premises at the same time. Please do not let your children run 

around the area where cars are parked—a small child may not be seen if a car is reversing out. Thank you. 

Early Doors & After School  

The booking is open on Weduc for both clubs after half term. Please complete this by Thursday 3rd June for us to run 

registers. If you need to use the service but do not have access to the booking system, please contact Miss Wright.  

After School Tuition 

Please remember the current groups have one more week of tuition after half term. You will be advised if your child is 

invited to the next set of three weeks. 

Getting in Touch 

If your child develops Covid-19 symptoms during the half term and tests positive, please contact Mrs Carlisle by email: 

head@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk so that our contact tracing in school can be followed up. Thank you 

Have a lovely half term 


