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International Poetry Day 



Behaviour System Updates 

The transition from ‘detentions’ to ‘reflections’ has been a very positive one. Pupils who have received 

a sanction (yellow, red or grey card) due to a wrong behavioural choice, have benefitted from a 

reflective session led by either Mrs Gilson, Mrs Taylor or a member of the Senior Leadership Team; this 

has really helped pupils identify what triggered their behaviour and how to better deal with situations 

moving forwards.  

Thank you for your continued support in upholding our new behaviour systems as we work hard to 

support all pupils in striving to be, as they grow up, the best possible version of themselves and 

become responsible and respectful young people. 

I hope that you have a restful and very enjoyable half term break! 

With very best wishes 

Sarah Carlisle 

Curriculum News 

To celebrate National Poetry Day, during the last two weeks, all the children have been spending time 

reading and exploring poetry which has resulted in some truly fantastic poems being written. I hope 

that you enjoy reading some of their super  work further on in the newsletter! 

During the first half term, all children have been studying, as part of their enquiry, history and / or 

geography and art. They will be bringing home today, a letter about a project that they are to create, 

ready to display in December as part of their learning. All the details about what they are to do are 

clearly set out in the letter. This is a piece of home learning that we ask the children to do once a term 

and we are always amazed and in awe of some of the incredible creations that the children make. Last 

term we had a full size Egyptian sarcophagus, lots of Greek temples and even a large wooden horse of 

Troy! This is a project that many parents really enjoy supporting their children with as they enjoy 

understanding and sharing in their children's knowledge and it can be a great way to open 

conversations with your child about what they have been learning about in school. 

Welcome to the first of our half termly Celebrating Our Learning Newsletter which 

highlights and celebrates all the great work happening in school from sharing examples of 

great learning by the children, to successes  and achievements in our enrichment 

activities. It is also an opportunity for us to share with you good practice and important 

updates in how to help your child at home. We will still continue to send out our Friday news bulletins 

containing important information and developments. 

Fire Safety 

We are delighted that school has successfully obtained funding to have extensive fire safety works 

completed, which are being undertaken next half term. These will update and improve our current 

systems. The work has been scheduled to take place over a ten week period and  will take place after the 

school day so will not disrupt learning for your child. 



Accelerated Reader 

Accelerated Reader is an online tool to be used by children, parents and teachers. This programme recommends  

certain titles for certain age groups as well as considering anyone’s interests. 

We would like to offer you a FREE tool to use with your children. 

Have you ever wondered whether a book is suitable for your child? 

By clicking on this link, it will take you to an online resource with over 38,000 book titles to search and check its 

suitability. 

Your child now brings a 

reading book home with 

an orange label on the 

spine. This is their book 

level devised from the 

STARs assessments they 

do throughout the year. 

When your child has fin-

ished reading their book, 

they will be asked to do a 

quiz in school. 

Inside the book is a label 

with the quiz number, title 

and author. As well as this, 

the book level matches 

the level on the spine. 

Your child is awarded a 

certain amount of points 

when they complete their 

quiz—this can be seen on 

the label inside. 

You can do a ‘Quick Search’ of a book title to check its suitability 

for your child. You will then be given the Interest Level (IL) and the 

Accelerated Reader Book Level (BL) like I have circled above.  

The Interest Level is really important to check that the book has 

suitable content inside for a particular age to read. 

Interest Levels: 

LY = Lower Years (Ages 5 to 8) 

MY = Middle Years (Ages 9 to 13) 

MY+ = Middle Years Plus (Ages 12 Plus) 

UY = Upper Years (Ages 14 Plus) 

 So, The Explorer by Katherine Rundell is suitable for Middle Years 

and someone at a Book Level 4.5. This means this book is suitable 

for  a child in Year 3 or above. 

Advanced Search 

You could also do an ‘Advanced Search’, where you can select a particular Book Level, Interest Level 

and specific subjects your child enjoys reading about. The online tool will then recommend a whole 
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Sponsored Reading  Challenge 

Friday 5th —Thursday 11th November 2021 

Book Fair Friday 12th November 3.00pm 

Return reading logs and sponsorship forms with any money 

raised on Friday 12th November. 
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Maths 

As we reach the mid-way point of the first term, I must thank you for all the hard work and effort that has gone 
into supporting your child with their maths work. 

 

Times Tables Rock Stars 

Thank you for your continued role in supporting your child with their times tables work using 
Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS). By doing this in school daily, your child is gradually advancing 
their ability to recall key multiplication and division facts and then apply them to the many areas of maths that they 
are relevant to.  

Remember that, in addition to the ‘garage’ mode that tailors the multiplication and division facts to suit your 
child’s ability, there is also ‘studio’ mode which tests all multiplication and division facts up to 12 x 12 and is how 
pupils earn their rock status. Many pupils have also enjoyed using the multiplayer features such as ‘arena’ and 
‘festival’ as well as setting and responding to challenges from one another on ‘rock slam.’  

Presently, Years 3 and 4 are using devices to support their TTRS learning in school and Years 5 and 6 are using the 
paper-based system. Both methods are proving to be highly effective in terms of developing children’s knowledge 
and understanding. If your child is eager to do additional work on TTRS at home, we would most certainly 
encourage this due to the added benefit it would have in embedding knowledge of 
key recall facts. 

 

DoodleMaths 

We would like to express our gratitude for supporting your child with their 
DoodleMaths, which provides a valuable opportunity for your child to practise key mathematical skills and 
application tasks. The great thing about DoodleMaths is that it automatically assesses each child’s ability and tailors 
the questions to appropriately challenge and support. 

Please continue to ensure that your child is doing 5-10 minutes of DoodleMaths work as part of their home 
learning routine. If your child does not know their login, please contact Mrs Lane, who will be able to provide this 
for you. If you are having any technical issues, please speak with your child’s class teacher.  

Some pupils have said that they are having trouble downloading or signing into DoodleMaths using the app. If this 
is an issue for your child, they can access DoodleMaths using the following weblink:  

https://www.doodlelearning.com/ 

 

Further support: Here are some links to websites for any pupils who would like to take part in further maths-
related activities over the coming weeks. 

NRICH - https://nrich.maths.org/primary 

The link above will take you to NRICH. This is a website full of mathematical challenges and investigations 
 for pupils of all ages and abilities.  
 
Oak Academy - https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-2 
Oak Academy is a website containing a wide range of lessons, covering all subjects and year groups.  
The lessons provided are done by fully trained teachers and provide high-quality teaching and learning. 
As a school, we want to pass on how appreciative we are of all the hard work that you have put in.  
I hope that you all enjoy your half-term break! 
 
Best wishes, 
Mr Morrison 

https://www.doodlelearning.com/
https://nrich.maths.org/primary
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-2


Mrs Cave 

Assistant Headteacher 

SENDCO 

As it’s the start of a new school year, I wanted to do a little refresher on Additional Needs, who I am and where you 
can find support. 

Additional Needs are sometimes referred to as Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) and mean that a 
child receives extra support to help with their learning, or anything else they need, in school. This may be as simple 
as extra support in lessons for children who are slightly behind in their learning, to more complex support such as 
administering specific medicines, or support for children with conditions such as Autism or ADHD. 

We try work closely with parents of children with SEND to ensure that we can provide the best opportunities for 
the children in our care. Over the course of the year, we hold meetings for parents of children with SEND, coffee 
mornings, various workshops and much more! All events that we host or signpost to will always be advertised on 
our school website under our ‘Parent/Carer SEND Support Page’ which can be found in the ‘Helpful Info’ section of 
our website. 

There is also a wealth of information about our SEND provision in the ‘SEND – how we support every child’ section 
of our website, which can be found in the ‘Our School’ section. Here you will find our SEND Information Report, our 
Local Offer and our SEND policy. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to point you in the direction of the East Riding Local Offer website. This 
website provides support for parents and carers of children with additional needs and can direct you to lots of 
accessible information and resources. This can be found at www.eastridinglocaloffer.org.uk 

I know that most of you already know me, but you may not know me in my role as Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities Co-ordinator (SENDCO) for the school. If you are ever concerned about the needs of your child, please 
do always get in touch at aimee.cave@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk or call the school to make an appointment. 

I hope that your child has settled in well to the school year, regardless of any additional needs or not. Don’t hesitate 
to get in touch with me for anything at all, I really am always here for you and want your child’s journey with us to 
be the most successful it can be. I look forward to sharing news, events, children’s work and much more in the 
upcoming editions of Additional Needs News. Until then, I hope that you have a wonderful, safe, and happy half 
term. 

Mrs Cave 
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What is Squid Game? 
The South Korean thriller features some scenes of fairly brutal violence and is rated 15 by the BBFC. It 
follows a group of adults who compete to win innocent-looking playground games, such as ‘red light, 
green light’ but who are killed if they do not succeed at the tasks. 
 
Squid Game’s popularity is beginning to spread across various online platforms. There has been a lot of 
additional content created – ranging from memes to apps – that copy the violence of the show, so it is 
important for parents and  carers to understand the basis of Squid Game and the potential risks to young 
people who might be exposed to it. 

What are the hazards for children? 
Squid Game’s 15 rating has not prevented clips and images from the show being uploaded onto social 
media sites such as TikTok, with the #SquidGame hashtag being viewed more than 22.8 billion times. 
There have been reports of children as young as 6 inadvertently   
viewing gory, explicit scenes from the television programme. 
 
The popularity of the programme has also led to online challenges based on various scenes, which see 
people taking part in seemingly innocent children’s games.  
On the show, however, characters are executed if they fail in the game – and  
videos of people pretending to kill each other after competing in Squid Game-style  

contests are going viral on social media, where they are easily accessible to children. 

What can parents and carers do? 
As a parent or carer, keep a watchful eye on the content that your children are viewing. Speak to them 
openly and chat about how they have been spending time on their devices; let them ask questions. 
Ensure that the parental controls are activated on your child’s device and that age-restricted child 
profiles are properly set up any on-demand services available through the family TV (such as Netflix, in 
this case) to prevent inappropriate content being streamed. 

If you see your child replicating the challenges from the show, such as red light, green light, or hear them 
talking about scenes and characters from Squid Game, it would be a timely opportunity to discuss with 
them that the programme is not intended for children, that much of the content would be  

inappropriate for their age, and that the violence in the series is very realistic and often upsetting. 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/what-parents-need-to-know-about-tiktok
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/what-parents-need-to-know-about-online-challenges
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/online-content-conversation-starters
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/online-content-conversation-starters
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/parental-controls-for-iphone-apps
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/parent-controls-for-apps-android
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/netflix-guide


By Josh P 

Class Apache 

In class Apache we have been learning 

about the Romans as part of our 

enquiry. The children have created 

their own Roman busts from clay and 

our literacy lessons have been themed 

on Roman slaves. 

Y4 Science 

Class Cherokee’s science lesson has involved working on 

nutrition and sorting different food’s into their food groups. 
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Finding Otzi 

As part of their learning enquiry learning on the Stone Age, children in Class Iroquois were fascinated by all the artefacts they 

got to examine. As a follow up the children had to play detective to find out where Otzi, the Stone Age man was discovered. 

 
Nutrition & Timelines 

In science Class Navajo have enjoyed learning 

about the different food groups and the nutrition-

al information associated with them. 

In our history lessons we have been using a time-

line to learn about BC and AD.in order to investi-

gate the spread of the Roman Empire. 

Amelia P 

Tillie T 

Class 

Iroquois 

Class 

Navajo 
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The Life of 

a Roman 

Slave 

Class Cherokee 

By Evie P, Ruby H & Paige S 

By Edward S, Adam H & Jayden-James T 

 

Across School we been  

ensuring guided reading  

lessons have a focus that  

ties in  to what the children  

are learning about in enquiry. 

This helps them to consolidate  

their knowledge and  

understanding.  

 

These poems were written   

as part of guided reading  

and National Poetry Day. 
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Class Cheyenne 

Enquiry Learning 

When we start a new subject, the children are given the task to write down all the ideas they have and what information they 

would like to learn about that subject. This is how we tailor our learning to the children’s interest around the subject. Here is 

Class Cheyenne’s board on archaeology and then using their archeology skills! 
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PSHE—Team Building  

Class Maori 

Year 5 have been learning about Volcanoes as part of their  

enquiry. 

Van Gogh 



Personification in Poems 

In guided reading we have been looking at poems to do with volcanoes and other natural disasters. We have creat-

ed our own and used personification to give personalities to our volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis.   

Katy H 

Class Sami 

Sophie K 

Kayla H 
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Class Maasai 

Inside Bodies and Volatile 

Volcanoes 

Class Maasai’s in-depth learning on 

the body has produced some really 

detailed and fabulous work from the 

children, as shown here. We have 

been learning about the human heart 

and have been taught how to 

annotate scientific drawings 

accurately. We have also used our 

literacy skills to write explanations 

about how the heart works. 

We used our reading skills to find out 

about how to keep safe in an earthquake 

zone and then used our summarizing 

skills to write up instructions. We even 

practiced earthquake drills and know 

how to keep safe in an emergency! 

We know the different types  

of volcanoes and the benefits  

of living near one. 

We even watched someone  

cook his dinner in a lava pool.  

Did you know that you could  

comfortably out run lava as it  

travels at 18 miles per hour  

on average. 
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Class Awa 
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Class Kayapo 

Chocolate 

making, tasting 

and wrapping! 
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By Isabelle H 

Yanomami 

By Grace C 

Kayapo 

By Sam W 

Kayapo 
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We have many talented musicians school 

and offer a number of different lessons. 

If you would like to add your child onto 

our music waiting list, please contact Mrs 

Lane. 
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Cross Country Competition 

Well done to our runners, Evie W, Alex C, 

Laura S, Arthur G, Lottie D, Dougie M,  

Thea M & Freddie H. 

Both Laura and Alex were successful in 

the first local school cluster heat to then 

race again against the whole East Riding 

School cluster this week—both placed in 

the top 50. We are incredibly proud of all 

their achievements and they represent-

ed the school brilliantly. 

Year 6 PE Leadership 

All three Year 6 classes have delivered a PE 

leadership session with a lower school class. The 

Year 6 pupils designed their lesson and then  the 

children worked in groups to coach the children on 

the ball game they had devised giving direction, 

praise and feedback to help them improve. 
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Our keen environmentalists, Lucas, Alex and Kira have started a new group to encourage and promote 
wildlife, especially pollinators into the school grounds. Their idea came from their concerns about the 
declining insect population in the UK . 
They have already worked out an action plan which is underway, with an area of the school grounds being 
chosen to be turned into a wildlife meadow. They have designed a sign for it and the area has been 
fenced off reading for mowing down. In spring the group will spread wildflower seeds native to Britain 
and once they have grown it is hoped that they will attract lots of wildlife to the area. They are also 
planning to build an insect hotel next half term with an identification board to allow children to learn 
about what mini-beasts are using the meadow as their home. Watch this space for further updates! 

A.C.E 
Alyssa Claire Environmentalists 

Alyssa & Claire are launching their A.C.E project as part of their contribution to 

climate change. They will be doing a daily litter pick of the school grounds and 

they both have lots of ideas about different projects. One such project is to 

collect food waste from packed lunches to turn into compost. We already have 

one composter on the playground, but Alyssa & Claire have campaigned for us 

to get another added. They will also be collecting bottle tops to turn into art—

please send in any plastic bottle tops of any shape and colour. We have a 

special bin by the dining hall for collecting these. Alyssa & Claire will be 

working hard over the half term creating their awareness posters to encourage 

pupils and staff to join their cause! 

Send in used 

plastic bottle 

tops 
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Street Dance 

Sewing & Craft 

Choir 
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Collecting used stamps is an easy way to raise 

money for Young Lives vs Cancer. All you need to 

do is cut or carefully tear the stamped corner 

from any envelope or packet that you receive in 

the post and start a collection. Why not ask your 

friends and family to collect their stamps too, and 

save on postage by sending them together? 

How your stamps help 

By collecting just 1kg of stamps for us to sell you can help pay for a family to stay in one of our 10 Homes from Home, located 
near eight principal treatment centres, so that they can be close to their child during cancer treatment. 

We sell all stamps we receive – UK, foreign, old and franked – on our award-winning eBay shop to avid stamp collectors. 

 Scan your Morrisons card every time you shop. 

 Collect 1 Grow Token for every £10 spent in store or 

online. 

 On your Morrisons account, go to the It’s Good to Grow 

section and select our school to donate your Grow 

Tokens. 

 School will be able to redeem the tokens to get gardening 

equipment to use in our school garden. 

https://www.younglivesvscancer.org.uk/what-we-do/a-free-place-to-stay/
http://stores.ebay.co.uk/clic-sargent


November 2021 

1st Children return to school 

1st Flu Immunisation 

5th Special Bonfire Lunch 

10th Y6 trip to York Chocolate Story 

12th Usborne Book Fair 3pm 

19th Last Y4 swim lesson 

19th  Children in Need  with special lunch

 (separate information to be sent) 

December 2021 

1st Beauty and the Beast Pantomime  

 (in-school) 

6-8th Y6 Robinwood trip 

15th School Christmas Lunch 

16th Christmas Service All Saints Church 

17th Break up for Christmas holiday 

January 2022 

4th Children return to school 

Pocklington Community Junior School 

65 Kirkland Street, Pocklington, York YO42 2BX 

admin@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 01759 302224 

Special Bonfire Lunch 5th November 2021 

Hotdog, Chips & Beans 

Quorn/Vegan Dog 

Special Bonfire Sponge 

Jacket potatoes & Baguettes served as usual 

 School Lunches can be paid via School Gateway. 

 Register using your email and mobile number. 

 £11.50 minimum payment 

 Lunches cost £2.45 per day. 

 If your child’s account get’s over £30 in debt, we will 

send a reminder to pay. 

 Debts over £50 children are required to bring a packed 

lunch until the debt is cleared. 

£335 awarded to school 

Thank you for purchasing 

school photos. 

Parking 

A polite reminder not to park over the entrances to our car 

parks in the morning or at the end of the day. Thank you. 

PE & Earrings 

Children who wear earrings—can parents please either get 

children to remove their earrings or send in tape so they can 

be covered. Thank you.  

Special Children in Need Lunch 

19th November 2021 

Chicken Nuggets, Chips & Beans 

Crispy Quorn Nuggets  

Spotty Sponge 

Jacket potatoes & Baguettes served as usual 


