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Well done Isla in Year 6 

for this stunning 

photograph! 

The judges thought that 

you had captured the 

ice crystals on the 

blades of grass really 

skillfully! It definitely 

made them think of 

winter! 

Our  

winter  

photograph 

competition! 

It was really hard to choose the winners! 

Look at these fantastic photos by  Sam and Tabitha in Y4 and Oscar in Y3! 

Well done and look out for  

our next photography competition  in this newsletter! 



Young Photographer Competition! 

Our next photography competition is going to be  

on the theme of  Yorkshire winter skies! 

We are looking for some photographs that capture 

beautiful colours and maybe cloud shapes. Your 

photos could include landscapes, roof tops, water , 

trees or anything else that is set against an incredible 

winter sky. 

What special moment will you capture on camera? 

All entries to be sent to: 

head@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk  by  5th February 2021. 

 

Dear parents and carers! 

A huge thank you to all the key worker parents who have limited the 

days they send their children into school – the numbers have re-

duced a little this week, allowing staff to breathe a little more easily 

and not worry quite so much about safety. We are still receiving re-

quests for places on a daily basis, meaning numbers are still rising. 

The majority of parents should by now have been in touch with us if 

they require key worker places so we are hoping that the numbers 

will plateau out.  

It is so important that any children of key workers who are in school for part of a week, complete the 

home learning activities set for the days they are at home, in order to keep up with all the other children. 

This week, some of the children have come back into school after a day or two at home and have missed 

pieces of learning, making it very difficult for them to keep up with the rest of the year group. Please 

ensure your children complete all of the remote learning tasks for the days they are at home. By placing 

the same lessons on the platform as though being taught in class, our teachers are trying to help all 

children be in the same place with their learning, whether they are in school or at home. This way they 

can continue to make progress. We really need your help to ensure this works. Thank you.  

Next week we are trialing, live and interactive Zoom sessions with three of our classes. If all goes well, we 

will be rolling this feature out to other year groups, once we have run the trial and confirmed some clear 

protocols for staff, children and parents. We think this will be a great way to stay in touch with our 

remote learners in a more personal way, providing some first-hand interaction whilst supporting the 

children in establishing a routine for the week’s lessons too.  

I would like to thank you all once again for motivating, supporting and helping to teach your child from 

home – it is extremely challenging! 



Hello everyone,  
 
I hope you are well at home. My previous additional needs pages have been focused on a specific need and strategies that can 
help support it. However, as children are now being asked to learn remotely, I thought it would be more important to talk 
about how we can help our children’s well-being- which at this time- is more significant than ever. I know home schooling can 
be difficult however it can be even more difficult if your child has an additional need. I am therefore sharing some websites and 
strategies that might help.  
 
At the moment, it has been said that 1 in 10 children between the ages of 5 and 16 have a mental health disorder, around 4% 
of these suffer from anxiety or depression. Promoting positive mental health is more important than ever. Therefore, we need 
to help children develop the skills that they need to understand and express their emotions.  
 
Firstly, you may look out for the following behavioural patterns if your child is struggling with their mental well-being:  

 Unusually withdrawn 

 Lacking concentration or hyperactivity 

 Experiencing a disturbed sleep pattern or sleeping more than usual.  

 Expressing fear or anger 

 Asking unusual questions 

 Experiencing frequent tummy aches or headaches  
 
Of course, this is not an exhaustive list as each child will display their emotions in different ways but these are just some which 
you may look out for.  
 
As your child may be struggling throughout lockdown, here are some positive mental health tips that could help your child if 
they seem to be finding things difficult.  

 Offer choices – Children (especially those with additional needs) often experience a lack of control over their lives. Try 
and support your child in making choices to maximise their independence.  

 Not all children are able to identify what they are feeling. To help them develop these skills use pictures, signs or drama 
to try and allow them to show you what they are feeling.  

 Set up a worry or calm box with your child, especially if they have high levels of anxiety. At the end of each day, they can 
discuss the things that are worrying them and put them into the box. You can even buy a worry monster too which 
‘eats’ the worry.  

 Many children, especially those with additional needs have their own unique way of coping; you need to find out what 
works for them. For example, if a child becomes physically aggressive try to channel that energy into something else, 
like banging a drum or kicking a football outside.  

 Try teaching your child different coping strategies, they may not choose to use to them but they do have them if they 
need. It could be something as easy as taking deep breaths, slowly counting to ten or listening to a calming piece of 
music.  

 
Here are also some excellent links about children’s mental health and wellbeing and some positive well-being ideas which may 
help too:  
 
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou 
https://www.partnershipforchildren.org.uk/what-we-do/childrens-wellbeing-activities-for-teaching-staff-and-families.html 
https://goodbyeanxietyhellojoy.com/externalizing-anxiety-with-a-worry-monster/ 
https://www.teachingpacks.co.uk/60-wellbeing-activities-for-children/ 
https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/buddy-zone/?in_type=under12service 
 
I hope that you find some useful ideas to help your child and I cannot wait to see all of our children when they arrive back to 
school.  
 
As always, if you are concerned about your child or your child has additional needs and you need more support please do not 
hesitate to email me: rebecca.birrell@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk  
 
With best wishes 
Miss Birrell  

https://www.partnershipforchildren.org.uk/what-we-do/childrens-wellbeing-activities-for-teaching-staff-and-families.html
https://goodbyeanxietyhellojoy.com/externalizing-anxiety-with-a-worry-monster/
https://www.teachingpacks.co.uk/60-wellbeing-activities-for-children/
https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/buddy-zone/?in_type=under12service
mailto:Rebecca.birrell@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk


From 14th January 2021, anyone suffering from domestic abuse, will be able to access support 
from over 2300 Boots pharmacies across the UK. 

The new scheme is called Ask for Ani (ANNIE)  and allows victims to go into a Boots chemist and 
ask a pharmacist for Ani. A trained pharmacist will then offer a private space where you  they 
can talk and access support. This might be  from the police or from national or local domestic 
abuse helplines. Boots in Pocklington offers the Ani scheme. 

It has been recognized nationally that one of the impacts of lockdown  has been a rise in the 
number of  domestic abuse cases. This could be as a result of increased tensions as families 
have to remain inside for prolonged periods of time, financial worries or many other reasons. 

Domestic abuse can take many forms including intimidation, controlling what you wear, where 
you go, who you talk to, your finances, constantly putting you down and physically harming 
members of your family. 

If your child is witnessing domestic abuse, this is also child abuse and should be reported. 

 If you and your family are in immediate danger call 999. If you're unable to talk press 55 after 

dialling. It is okay to leave your home during lockdown if you're experiencing abuse. The po-

lice can also remove the person harming you from your home.  

For more information and help, go to: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/domestic-abuse/ 

This site, gives further information on the types and signs of domestic abuse and the effect that 
it has on individuals and children. It also offers links to a wide range of support for both victims 
and people who may be inflicting abuse on others. 

 

Ask for Ani (Annie) 

Help for Victims of Domestic Abuse 

tel:999
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Maths 
 

Thank you for your continued hard work in supporting your child with their maths home learning. These are challenging times 
for us all and the hope is that, sooner rather than later, all pupils can return to school and continue the maths curriculum 
within their own classrooms. In the meantime, please continue to use the daily recorded lessons to support your child’s 
learning of the mathematical concept for that day and, as always, contact school if there is anything that we can do to support 
you further.  
 
On the daily lesson streams, there are examples of how to represent calculations. For example, when multiplying we 
demonstrate methods involving number lines, bar models and arrays (see below). Please continue to encourage your child to 
use these demonstrated methods to aid them in answering mathematical problems. In addition, make use of any practical 
equipment that you may have to support the maths work. For instance, using items such as Lego bricks, coins, counters etc. to 
physically represent the calculation. 
                                                                                                                              
           Bar model (8 x 6)                                              Number line (6 x 8).                                       Array (7 x 6 or 6 x 7) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In addition to the contents of the learning platform, there are other things that you can use to provide additional maths 
learning for your child: 
 
TT Rock Stars 
Your child should have their individual username and password to access TT Rock Stars. They should aim to do this daily for 5-
10 minutes. Your child can access ‘garage’ mode, which will give them set calculations based on how they performed during 
the initial ‘gig’. In addition, your child can complete ‘studio’ sessions that consist of a mixture of all times tables up to 12 x 12; 
this will then be used to calculate your child’s rock status;if they haven’t done this yet, they will be down as a ‘new artist’. 
 
NRICH - https://nrich.maths.org/primary 
The link above will take you to NRICH. This is a website full of mathematical challenges and investigations for pupils of all ages 
and abilities.  
 
BBC Bitsize - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z826n39 
BBC Bitesize contains lots of useful guides for understanding mathematical concepts. In addition, there are a selection of 
mathematical games that your child can use to apply their understanding of KS2 maths. 
 
Third Space Learning - https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/maths-investigations-for-ks2-how-to-make-mathematical-
detectives/ 
This website allows you to download a booklet containing a range of investigations suitable for pupils in KS2. 
 
Oak Academy - https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-2 
Oak Academy is a website containing a wide range of lessons, covering all subjects and year groups. The lessons provided are 
done by fully trained teachers and provide high-quality teaching and learning. 
 
We appreciate all that you are doing presently to support us in ensuring that your child continues to receive the best possible 
education during these challenging times. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Mr Morrison 

https://nrich.maths.org/primary
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z826n39
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/maths-investigations-for-ks2-how-to-make-mathematical-detectives/
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/maths-investigations-for-ks2-how-to-make-mathematical-detectives/
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-2
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Oak National Academy: Author of the Week 

Jacqueline Wilson 

 

Each week, Oak National Academy are working together with the National Literacy 

Trust to introduce ‘Author of the Week’. Children’s authors introduce themselves, share their 

most popular books to read for FREE and recommend other books for children to read.  

The webpage has games, quizzes, wordsearches and activities for children to enjoy. 

Click on the link below to see this week’s author of the week: Jacqueline Wilson. The popular 

children’s book ’The Story of Tracy Beaker’ is waiting to be read by you and your child. 

https://library.thenational.academy/spend-time-with-tracy-beaker-and-jacqueline-wilson/ 

Reading Online 

This term, it has been fantastic to see so many children taking 

the time to read. We have started uploading ‘Story Time’ onto 

the learning platform, where you can see your teacher read a 

story out loud each week. Follow the links on this page to 

direct you towards some more FREE resources online, where 

you can listen to stories or read them yourselves.  

Paul Jennings 

A reunion of bones. An irresistible kisser. Wonder under-

pants. Cow-dung custard. It’s all a bit much really! 

A brilliant collection of funny, weird and whacky short 

stories with strange endings from the award-winning 

Paul Jennings.  

Suitable for ages 9-11 years. 

Click on the link below to listen to the 

first of 8 short stories: Without a Shirt. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=WoGQavXfs-8 

David Walliams 

During the first lockdown, David Walliams recorded himself narrating his own stories. You can still to him read his 

stories by clicking on the link below taking you to his ‘Live Read’ webpage. 

Suitable for ages 8-11 years. 

Listen to Windy Mindy from The World’s Worst Children and Gangsta Granny. 

https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/davidwalliamslive/ 

 

Cressida Cowell 

You may have seen in the November newsletter a link 

to listening to Cressida Cowell reading How to Train 

Your Dragon. Here is the link again to Chapter 1 and a 

link to Chapter 2, Part 1. 

Suitable for ages 7—11 years. 

Chapter 1 https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=uWhNzQUfmSE 

Chapter 2, Part 1 https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

https://library.thenational.academy/spend-time-with-tracy-beaker-and-jacqueline-wilson/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WoGQavXfs-8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WoGQavXfs-8
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/davidwalliamslive/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWhNzQUfmSE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWhNzQUfmSE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWhNzQUfmSE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6l3VzawaUc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6l3VzawaUc


Thank you for sending in all your lovely home 

learning, to: 

Libby, L, Elliott M, Joshua G, Zach A & Sam M,  

Class Backshall 
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Thank you Oscar P, for sending in 

your home learning! We love your 

different versions of Garrowby Hill! 
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Irwin, Durrell & 

Elsa H, Class Durrell 

Georgia W, Class Durrell 

Sam W, Class Durrell 

Harrison S, Class Durrell 

Designing a stained glass 

window using Christian 

symbolism  

In Year 5 this term, we have started to learn all about Richard III and his alleged ‘evil wrongdoings’, during Guided Read-

ing sessions. We have been learning how to be a news reporter and even written our own reports for you to read – see 

our Young Reporters Page. In Art, we enjoyed drawing our self portraits and put our drawing skills to the test in our 

French lessons all about animals. Learning all about forces in Science has been really exciting and we performed an ex-

periment to test the force of gravity.  

May P, Class Irwin Harry W, Class Irwin Emily F, Class Pankhurst 



Arlo B 

Bryan J 

Imogen G 



Mandolorian Madness 
 
On 12th November 2015, the hit show Mandolorian was first announced. People have been awaiting the new season. In 
the Mandolorain, Mandolorian explore the galaxy, all the while protecting Baby Yoda, whose real name is Grogu, from the 
Sith Lords. This all starts after the second Death Star has blown up.  
 
People have been watching the hit show at home during lockdown. Most people who are fans of the show, are also Star 
Wars fans, which allows them to compare the TV show to the movies.  
 
Many of these fans have watched and enjoyed this new series. Lots of people are still enjoying the show and some people 
are only just finding it on a popular streaming platform. There are currently 2 seasons of the show, but we wonder if 
there will be more to come.  Declan H, 20th January 2021 

Peaty’s Streamline New World Record 
 
Last year, Adam Peaty made history by setting a new world record in Swimming. On Sunday 22nd November 2020, Adam 
Peaty (who is a British Swimmer) set a new world record in the 100 meters breaststroke, beating the 11 year old record 
of South African swimmer, Cameron Van de Burgh.  
 
Peaty was competing in the International Swimming League (ISL) in Budapest in Hungary. Peaty, who is from London, 
was competing for his team, London Roar, who came second in the semi-final, and qualified for the Grand Final.  
 
Peaty, in lane 5, had a tough starting dive, emerging in third place. He moved up to second gradually but in the last 25 
meters, he came home strong and powerful, touching the wall first with 55.41 seconds, a new World Record!  
 
Talking to Sky Sports, later that day, he said, ‘I’m very happy coming away with a new world record in first position. But 
I know I can do better and go faster.’  
 
This is exciting news and shows a change in his training routine, gaining strength underwater and in shorter courses. 
This gives Peaty and the British Swimming Team hope for the postponed Olympics in Japan. Will Adam Peaty win gold at 
the Olympics?  Joshua C, 20th January 2021        

Christmas in Lockdown 

After Boris Johnson’s announcement that out 5 days mixing at Christmas would turn into 1, we were all devastated at 

the sudden change.  

At short notice, with only days to go, Boris Johnson announced on BBC News that Christmas festivities would be limited 

to Christmas Day only. This meant that families around the UK had to condense their celebrations to only a few hours 

on Christmas day.  

The news was a shock to many, and some were still doing last minute shopping when they found out. Although, like 

most people disappointed by the news, we tried our hardest to obey out Prime Minister.  

Stricter measures were triggered by an increase in coronavirus cases. People believed that this would make the 

population drop. We are looking forward to infection numbers declining so we can return to our normal way of living.  

A local Grannie, cooking Christmas Dinner for her Family, said, ‘I know it is all so stressful at times, but it is the right 

thing to do.’ So, the questions on everybody’s lips right now are, when will lockdown end? What will life look like when 

it is all over?  Emily F, 26th December 2020 
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Debunk Dementors! 
 
People on social media, may have been tricking you. Lots of people have been claiming that they have seen Harry 
Potter dementors. This has been happening for a few weeks now.  
 
This craze happened online. People (fans of Harry Potter) have made a video saying they have been seeing strange 
things. They have seen dementors in the sky! 
 
Some people were scared as they believed it and thought another war between muggles and witches and wizards my 
happen again. Everyone on a popular social media platform saw it. As a result, Potterheads (members of the Harry 
Potter fandom) are keeping a watchful eye out.  
 
At this moment, no one knows what caused this. Many believe this is fake while other believe it to be true. We are 
waiting for further information.  
 
A young woman, who does not want to be identified, said, ‘I just opened my app to see videos of dementors playing. I 
was terrified and excited.’ 
 
Now people are keeping a watchful eye for the dementors. Will they stay? Or is it all a big hoax?  
 
Amelia S, 20th January 2021  

Epic Games Employees get ready for Fortnite Season 5! 

After Mr Mustard’s announcement, Fortnite streamers prepare for new content on their devices.  

On the evening of December 21st 2020, Donald Mustard (who is also known as the develop of Fortnite), updated the 

games servers and delivered the news to social media and YouTube. They left behind season 4 in search of new content.  

Fornite’s update came as a great shock for a new island, locations, weapons and skins were released. Some of the new 

locations are called: Tilted Towers, Dusty Deport and Zero Point. As a result, many players ill be buying the battle pass to 

access these.  

This afternoon, Spher PK (who is a highly recommended streamer) loaded up the update and began streaming to his 

viewers. He explained, ‘I was shocked. I just didn’t know how to react! Once I saw the new locations, I was speechless!’  

Currently, Fortnite is progressing well, with more updates coming soon. But, will Midas rise and save the season one 

map from deletion?  

Jenson and Riley H 21st January 2021  



February 2021 

11th  Break up for half term holiday 

22nd  Return to school 

March 2021 

26th   Break up for Easter holiday 

April 2021 

12th  Return to school 

19th  Individual School photos 

Pocklington Community Junior School 

65 Kirkland Street, Pocklington, York YO42 2BX 

admin@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 01759 302224 

Laptops 

We would just like to say a huge thank 

you to the community of Pocklington 

for the generous donations of laptops. 

We have already been able to provide 

some of our pupils with one to help 

with the ongoing home learning.  

We have also received our allocation 

from the government and these are 

currently having software installed. We 

will be in touch with families shortly to 

allocate these. 

Welcome to our new Parent Governors 

 

Mr Sutherland 

Mr Watson 


