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 I am delighted to welcome you to our new newsletter which  will  contain 

regular important updates on safeguarding, special educational needs and  

events in school.  

Each newsletter will also include a feature of work being undertaken in  

different classes starting with  their class book which has  been chosen as a 

focus to re –engage children in reading after a sustained period away from 

school. Each class has a different book, chosen for it’s rich language, 

interesting characters and exciting plot. Children have been immersed in 

these books every day, reading aloud, taking on the role of characters, 

dramatising events from within the story and freeze framing moments.                                                 

This has been a wonderful opportunity to really get children involved in the story, discussing the characters and 

their actions and feelings and creating work around this. It has been really heart-warming to walk into 

classrooms and see children genuinely enjoying learning and engaging so whole-heartedly in their lessons. 

We are also very excited to introduce a ‘Young Reporter’ section in which the children are invited to write 

articles about what interests them. This is a wonderful opportunity to give children a chance to write for a real 

audience and purpose. In this newsletter, Year 5 have created articles however each year group will take their 

turn and the intention is that the pupils will eventually take ownership of this  aspect of the newsletter and we 

will be looking to appoint an editor to over see it. 

As you will be aware, despite starting the term with really high attendance, we have recently had to ask Years 3, 

4 and 5 to isolate for a period of time. Although we miss them and would much rather they be in school, it was a 

necessary step to keep our school and the wider community safe and we look forward to seeing everyone back 

in school after half term. 

In order to further protect all adults and children, we would politely ask that parents, wherever possible, 

wear a mask when dropping off and collecting children and maintain social distancing from other parents and  

school staff. Thank you in anticipation of your support with this. 

New Personal, Social, Health Education Curriculum (PSHE) 

Following a comprehensive survey with parents last autumn, we have introduced a new scheme of work for 

PSHE this October. This incorporates sex and relationships which form a legal requirement in primary schools 

from this term. The new scheme has been created by Jigsaw who are highly commended and have  

created a comprehensive and progressive programme of learning that nurtures children’s mental and  

physical health whilst helping children to build positive relationships with others.  Each lesson also 

includes mindfulness which helps children manage their emotions which is vital in helping children be not 

only receptive for learning but also to help manage difficult times they may encounter in the future. 

 

Please do visit the school website to see more information on Jigsaw together with our new school 

PSHE policy. 

 

Best wishes for a lovely half term break. 

 

Mrs Sarah Carlisle 
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This term we are delighted to launch our new houses in school. You 

will, I am sure, have spotted our beautiful ancient tree in the front 

garden of school which has formed our logo for many years. Well 

our new houses are also based on British trees, chosen for their 

different characteristics, which  compliment our own school values. 

Our House System: 

Every child has been assigned to a house and children have each been given a card on which they can place 

house points in the form of stickers that they can be awarded for attitudes, work, and behaviour that goes  

above the usual expectations we have in school. Once their card is complete with the set of seven stickers, they 

will receive a postcard home from their teacher celebrating their achievement. 

Each week, the house points earned in every class are collected and  the children are notified in  Friday’s  

celebration assembly. At the end of each term, the winning house  receives a special treat led by experts. In the 

past these have been—Chinese cookery,  creating giant models from card and also a maths puzzle challenge. 

 

Competition Time! 

Look out in our next newsletter for information on how to enter a  

competition to design a banner for  each house.  

Oak: 

Linked to strength, 

morale and 

knowledge. 

Alder 

Linked to courage 

and resilience due to 

its ability to grow in 

wet conditions. 

Hazel 

Linked to knowledge, 

inspiration and creativity 

due to its unusual branch 

formations. 

Rowan 

This tree is meant to 

bring good fortune 

and help people on a 

journey. 

Oak House Captains Alder House Captains Hazel House Captains Rowan House Captains 



Welcome to the first edition of ‘Additional Needs News,’ as part of our new look, school newsletter. Here, you will be able to 
find lots of useful information about additional needs, events, links, training and much more. 
 
Additional Needs are sometimes referred to as Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) and mean that a child 
receives extra support to help with their learning, or anything else they need, in school. This may be as simple as extra support 
in lessons for children who are slightly behind in their learning, to more complex support such as administering specific 
medicines, or support for children with conditions such as Autism or ADHD. 
 
We try work closely with parents of children with SEND to ensure that we can provide the best opportunities for the children in 
our care. Over the course of the year, we hold meetings for parents of children with SEND, coffee mornings, various workshops 
and much more! All events that we host or signpost to will always be advertised on our school website under our ‘Parent/Carer 
SEND Support Page’ which can be found in the ‘Helpful Info’ section of our website. Obviously, we are currently working in a 
‘new normal’ where some of this may not be possible, but we will endeavour to run events as and when guidance allows. 
 
There is also a wealth of information about our SEND provision in the ‘SEND – how we support every child’ section of our 
website, which can be found in the ‘Our School’ section. Here you will find our SEND Information Report, our Local Offer and 
our SEND policy. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to point you in the direction of the East Riding Local Offer website. This website 
provides support for parents and carers of children with additional needs and can direct you to lots of accessible information 
and resources. This can be found at www.eastridinglocaloffer.org.uk 
 
I know that most of you already know me, but you may not know me in my role as Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
Co-ordinator (SENDCO) for the school. If you are ever concerned about the needs of your child, please do always get in touch 
at aimee.cave@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk or call the school to make an appointment. 
 
I am, however, currently going to be leaving school for a little while! I am currently expecting a baby and will be going on 
maternity leave, midway through the Autumn 2 term. I would therefore like to take this opportunity to introduce you to the 
SENDCO who will be covering whilst I am gone – Miss Birrell. Miss Birrell is a fantastic replacement and will do a great job of 
looking after children, and parents of children, with SEND whilst I am away. Her door is also always open, feel free to get in 
touch and introduce yourself or chat to her about any concerns that you may have at: 
rebecca.birrell@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk Please see below to find a bit more about her! 
 
Both Miss Birrell and myself hope that your child has settled in well to the school year, regardless of any additional needs or 
not. Don’t hesitate to get in touch with one of us for anything at all, we really are always here for you and want your child’s 
journey with us to be the most successful it can be. We look forward to sharing news, events, children’s work and much more 
in the upcoming editions of Additional Needs News. Until then, we hope you have a wonderful, safe, and happy half term.  

Hello everyone, I'm Miss Birrell and I will be replacing Mrs Cave as SENDCO during her 
maternity leave.  
 
For those who don't know me, I have be teaching at Pocklington Junior School for four 
years now; three of those which I have spent teaching Year 6.  
 
Before I began my teaching career, I was teaching assistant for 4 years working with 
children with additional needs. This is something which I have always had a passion for 
and I am looking forward to getting to know all the children, helping them thrive both 
emotionally and academically throughout their time with us.   

Miss Birrell 

Y6 Teacher 

SENDCO 

Mrs Cave 

Assistant Headteacher 

SENDCO 



 
 

Welcome! 
In each edition of our newsletter, we will bring you the most up to date information  

on how to safeguard your child! 
What is safeguarding? 
This is the process of protecting all children and adults from harm. This is achieved in a multitude of ways in school, from 
ensuring all our recruitment of staff follows a strict protocol, including DBS (background ) checks, making sure the fabric of the 
school is safe, that entrances and exits are secure and that all children and staff know the protocol for disclosing and reporting 
information. 
 
What should I do if I am worried about my child or someone else’s child? 
If you are worried about your child or have a concern about another child, then  you have two main options: 

 Call school and ask to speak to Mrs Carlisle ( Designated Safeguarding Lead) or Miss Whitworth (Deputy Designated 
Safeguarding Lead). If they are not available, and you feel it is urgent, please ask to speak to any member of the 
leadership team. 

 Call EHASH  who are a really friendly and easy to use service that will offer advice and signpost you to the right help. 
Details can be found below: 

 
All contacts should go through (EHaSH) Early Help & Safeguarding Hub using one of the following methods: 
Tel: (01482) 395500  
Fax: (01482) 395530   
Secure email: childrens.socialcare@eastriding.gcsx.gov.uk 
 
This service is available: 
8.30am - 5pm Monday to Thursday 
8.30am - 4.30pm Friday 
Out of hours: contacts received and urgent matters out of hours are dealt with by the emergency duty team on (01377) 
241273. 
 
Remember– although it may feel very uncomfortable reporting what you believe to be child abuse, it is vital to do so as a 
child’s safety comes before all else! 
 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/what-if-suspect-abuse/ 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/ 

Stranger Danger! 
We have received a number of reports recently of  strangers trying to engage children in conversation : One 
report is of a man in a white van, stopping to ask  secondary pupils the way to a shop then inviting them to get 
in his van to show him the way. This was reported to the police. 
 
The second incident is a report of  an unknown man in the vicinity of both Pocklington infant and junior school, 
apparently looking for someone and stopping adults to ask if they knew them. The man was later observed on 
the roundabout near the school. 
 
Please can you talk to your child about the importance of not talking to strangers especially if your child walks 
to and from school alone. 
 
If your child does see or is approached by someone, please remind them it is important to report  
this to a trusted adult. 
 

https://www.eastriding.gov.uk/living/children-and-families/childrens-social-care/support-and-protection-for-children/
mailto:childrens.socialcare@eastriding.gcsx.gov.uk


“We really got to know the characters in this book 

and emphasised with them. We used evidence from 

the text to explain their feelings”. 

The Miraculous Tale of Edward Tulane is a wonderful, heartwarming story about a beloved 

toy porcelain rabbit who gets lost and found by a series of new owners and as a result, 

goes on many journeys. Some are sad, some exciting and through this, Edward, at last 

finds himself. It is a brilliant book to read with children and everyone has enjoyed reading 

it aloud, taking on characters, dramatizing moments and discussing Edward’s actions and 

feelings! Why not listen with your child at:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-1VmsE4SFE 
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Beyond the Deepwoods is part of a trilogy called The Twig Saga where Twig, a young boy, ends 
up straying from the path in the woods. This is something a woodtroll should never do as you 
never know what lurks behind the trees. Twig finds himself bumping into perilous creatures like 
the spindlebugs, hoverworm and the gloamglozer.  Each chapter hooks the reader with plenty 
of action and danger – you do not want to miss a page. The children in Year 5 have looked 
forward to reading this book out loud everyday and we recommend it to all children. 
You can listen to it by clicking on this Youtube link:  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wQEd1yyFgNk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wQEd1yyFgNk
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SMOKE 
 
The next day dawned swelteringly: all four of them woke up slick with sweat. Fred was woken first by the mewling 
sound of Abacaxi, but something about his normal mewling sounded off. Then he realised that there was something 
off. Smoke. As fast as he could he shouted, “Wake up!” Lila was the first of the other three up but she came around 
to the smoke faster than Fred “Max, Con hurry there’s fire wake up” she shouted at the top of her lungs. 
“Lilaaaaa I’m tiiiiiiiired” said Max numerous times before Con came around to the fire. 
 
Shockingly Con had some sort of instinct telling her what to do “Lila you take Max out onto the raft and Fred you help 
me try find the bag and map” said Con fiercely but they knew she wasn’t annoyed, they had got to know her and that 
she didn’t mean her tone. Lila hurried Max out to the raft and hopped in herself and softly spoke “Maxie it’s all going 
to be fine” as he fell asleep in her arms next to Abacaxi. Back at the den, Con and Fred were busy finding the map and 
the leather bag with all the other things they found. “Hey, Con I’ve found the map” Fred said pleased with himself. 
“Ummmmm that’s good, I do mean it I’ve just got a headache, oooh and look what I just found” Con replied holding 
up the bag “C’mon let’s go see Lila and Max” then more softly “Now we’re going to see if you were right about 
leaving”. 
 
They joined a tired Max and a stressed Lila with a nonchalant Abacaxi. “Fred, Max fell asleep and I’m about to if we 
don’t get moving, oh yay you’ve found the map and bag!” said Lila as energetically as she could. Fred, and he 
assumed Con, was exhausted as they were but they could see this was already too much for Lila with looking after 
Max (no matter how many times he and Con offered to help) and although Abacaxi was theirs to share he and Lila 
shared a special connection. After what seemed already an exceptionally long morning they set off, on their small, 
homemade, much loved raft. 
By Lorelei, Y6 

The Explorer, written by Katherine Rundell, is an exciting adventure about four children lost in the 
Amazon Rainforest. The four children, Lila, Con, Max and Fred are all on a plane heading to Manaus, 
when it is involved in a devastating plane crash.  Killing the pilot, the children then have to survive the 
deadly Amazon rainforest on their own- encountering snakes, piranha and even electric eels-will the 
children all make it out alive? The Explorer is a story of survival, friendship and hope.  
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The Frightening Football 
The young under nines Pocklington A.F.C take on Wiggington Grasshoppers football team. They arrived at ten to ten with fel-
low player Aaron. 
 
First game starts, great play by Panthers, Harrison passes it in ....Riley scores top corner brilliant shot. Panthers have a shot but 
there was a great save. Jenson was very unfortunate. Sam on the ball and he score’s a volley outside the box, spectacular. Its 2
-2 now at half time, Wiggington are on the ball, they connect, what a goal. Unlucky there is a 3-2 loss but James gets an assist. 
 
Second game now, Wiggington are on the ball. Barnaby stopped it up the pitch passed to Finn but he put it wide. Corner to 
Barney, to Sam, to Harrison, the ball goes to Jenson, fake shot but then he scores.” That was a good game” said the manager 
Dave. 
 
The players were ready for the next game and to get some chips. 
By Connor & Jenson, Y5 

My Experience to Blackpool Pleasure Beach 
My Mum and Dad, sister (Freya) and I along with friends Claire, Jack and Amy all 
went to Blackpool pleasure beach and stayed in a caravan. 
 
We were all bursting with excitement to nearly be at our caravan. For us it was a 
one hour drive. For Claire and her family it was two hours. We went on lots of 
scary rides and there was lots of food. 
 
My favourite ride was the Big One also known as the Pepsi Max. Amy was not tall 
enough to go on some of the rides. The caravan was really nice. 
 
I hope we can go back some point soon because I really enjoyed it. I would go to 
Blackpool Pleasure Beach and bring my family. 
By Emily, Y5 

My Luxurious Holiday in Turkey 
The plane lands in Turkey and excitement starts. Mum, Dad, Evie and I are really looking forward 
to getting to the hotel. 
 
When we got there they were amazed, the hotel was beautiful. My parents said it was a five star 
but it felt like a seven star! 
 
The hotel room was just incredible. It had beds and balconies, a bathroom and a large ward-
robe. Evie and I were so excited to see the pool but our parents were not so bothered.  
By Georgia, Y5 

The Spectacular Act! 
 

Along with ten other kids, I arrived at the stage at 5.00pm and ready to act. 
This happened three weeks ago in Hessle. The whole class got into groups,  I 
was in a group of two. We started to plan and think of an act. The person I 
acted with was called Maxwell. We did an act and we were pirates. 
 
We started on our boat and we found land. We got out our treasure map 
and found the X marks the spot. I shouted at Max to get the shovel. We dug 
it up and we sailed away and sang a pirate song that we made up. We got a 
massive round of applause! 
By Barnaby, Y5 
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October 2020 

23rd  End of Half Term 

26-30th Half Term Holiday 

November 2020 

2nd  Start of School Term 

2nd  Annual Flu Vaccinations 

5th  Bonfire Day Lunch 

December 2020 

9th  Christmas Lunch 

14-16th Y6 Robinwood (TBC) 

18th  End of Term 

January 2021 

5th  Start of School Term 

Flu Immunisation—Monday 2nd November 2020 

The closing date for the online registration for the annual flu immunization is 

26th October 2020. 

Please use the link below if you have not completed your child’s registration: 

https://www.nhsimms.uk/FLU/information?Id=143587&Type=FLU 

New Communication App! 

 

 

Look out for more 

information coming soon 

about our new 

communication app. 

See all our information in one 

place—letters, news, 

upcoming events and more! 

Christmas Card Fundraising 

Thank you to everyone who has returned their pack. Friday 23rd 

October is the last day to hand them in. Thank you. 

Harvest Donations 

Thank you to everyone who sent in 

donations for The People’s Pantry. 

This is what they had to say after 

our initial donation. The Year 6 

donation leaves on Friday. 

Please wear a mask on our 

school site to help protect 

our community. Thank you. 

Pocklington Community Junior School 

65 Kirkland Street, Pocklington, York YO42 2BX 

admin@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 01759 302224 


