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We loved the  composition 

of this photograph with the 

leaves being positioned in 

the centre of the picture! 

What really impressed us 

was the focus as the leaves 

were really clear whilst the 

background was  blurred! 

Well done Tabitha in Year 4 

Our  

Autumn 

 Photography  

Competition! 

We were also really impressed with these photos by Orla in Year 6 and Oscar in Year 3! 

Well done and look out for our next photography competition  in this newsletter! 

Parent Governor Election 

Thank you to both candidates for standing for 

parent governor and to parents and carers for 

voting. 

The announcement of results can be found on 

the second page of the Head of School’s news. 



Dear parents and carers! 

Welcome to our final newsletter of the autumn term! It has been 

an incredibly challenging term for obvious reasons however I feel 

it is really important to recognise and celebrate the achievements 

of  our school community. Firstly, your children who have  come 

to school every day with cheerful faces, eager to learn and who, 

despite really unfamiliar routines that they have had to follow, 

have adapted quickly and without complaint. 

                                                   Secondly, to our staff who have had to find ways to maintain high standards 

 of teaching whilst being inhibited by covid regulations and yet still have put all of their time and energies 

into looking after the wellbeing of the children in their care. 

Finally to you as parents/carers, almost all of whom, at some point this term have had to take time out of 

your work routine to look after your children and help them to continue learning whilst they have had to 

self –isolate. Although each bubble has had one closure this term, I feel incredibly grateful that whether it 

be through all our endeavours to be really vigilant with following the regulations in school, or through an 

element of good fortune, that we have had no further closures this term.  

I would like to wish you all the very best Christmas that you can have together with plenty of fun and 

laughter and above all stay safe and well! 

 

COVID 19 – Communication with School after 18th December  
It is important that you inform us if your child tests positive for Covid-19, so that we can let pupils who  

are identified as close contacts, know via head@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 

My colleagues and I will be on call every day up to and including Christmas Eve to carry out contact tracing and 

take necessary action in collaboration with Public Health England. If your child develops symptoms after this 

period, there will have been a long enough period of time from the end of term to ensure 

that they were not infectious while in school and therefore no action will need to be taken.  

Young Photographer Competition! 

After the beautiful entries that we received for our 

first competition on the theme of autumn, we would 

like to invite everyone to take part in the second 

competition on the theme of… 

It is up to you what you would like to photograph but 

here are a few ideas to help you along: 

Plants and animals in winter, a winter feast, 

Christmas  festivities, winter landscapes.  

What special moment will you capture on camera? 

All entries to be sent to head@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk by  

15th January 2021 



 

Wolds Learning Partnership—A family of schools with shared values 



 

Wolds Learning Partnership—A family of schools with shared values 

Our Year 5 pupils created some festive Christ-

mas cards to send to local retirement home 

residents. Although the children enjoyed mak-

ing and sending the cards, the real thrill has 

been unexpectedly receiving cards and letters 

from the residents! They described their own 

memories of Christmas as children and their 

hopes for the coming festivities! 

Reading them was an emotional experience for 

many children! 

The kitchen staff were also delighted with 

their Christmas posters from children. 

Year 5 Bringing Christmas Cheer to our Community! 
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Our Head Boy & Head Girl along with the deputies always get to choose a Christmas bauble to hang on 

our tree. This is a tradition we started a few years ago; the baubles are named and will be hung each 

year with the Heads of past years so that we can remember them! 
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Reading Books 

Thank you to everyone who had a search around their house to 

locate any school books we had missing. We have audited all of 

the books and unfortunately, we still have over 300 books 

missing. Please have a look around and hand in any school 

books you may have. Some of them may look similar to these: 

 

 

 

The benefits of reading 

1. Reading is fun . 

2. Reading is a lovely way to spend time 
alone or with someone else. 

3. Reading teaches us about the world 
around us. 

4. Reading helps us to be empathic. 

5. Reading develops a child's imagination. 

6. Reading improves concentration as they 
have to  quietly focus on the text.  

7. Children learn new vocabulary which 
then can help them in their own writing 
and talking. 

8. Practice makes perfect. The more chil-
dren read, the better readers they be-
come. 

9. Reading is great brain exercise.  It 
strengthens connections and also builds 
new ones. 

10. Reading can help children to progress in 
subjects at school. 

Phrases to help children become confident 
readers 

 “Can you sound out the letters...and 
blend them together?” 

 “Well done, you had a go/used expres-
sion/corrected yourself.” 

 “Did that make sense/sound right?” 

 “Remember to use punctuation.” 

 “Thank you. I really enjoyed listening to 
you.” 

 “Can you tell me/explain/show/predict?” 

Listening to your child read 

 Make reading as enjoyable as possible for both your 
child and yourself. 

 Don’t rush– instead sit somewhere as comfortable as 
you can. 

 Take time to explore the book together first, look and 
talk about the front cover, pictures, blurb and what the 
book might be about. 

 If your child has read something independently, ask 
them to read a part they found interesting or funny. 

 If they are finding a word difficult encourage them to 
sound out letters then blend together. Make sure they 
get time to  independently work words out themselves 
(recommendation is 10 seconds) before telling them if 
they are still struggling. 
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Thank you for all your support in helping us launch TT Rock Stars in our school! 

The day was filled with lots of fun and excitement and the children’s rock star outfits were fantastic!  

Following the launch of TT Rock Stars, the children have been using it in school daily to rehearse their 

 times tables and have had lots of fun competing with one another and earning coins to spend on  

their avatar!  

After just over a week of doing this, children are already showing an improvement in their ability to  

recall multiplication facts. As the Christmas break approaches, it would be very beneficial for your child  

to continue using TT Rock Stars daily to capitalize further on the progress they have made.  

By now, your child will have been given their login information however please contact us if you need  

this information to be re-sent. 

One of the great things about TT Rock Stars is that your child can monitor their progress and identify  

how many seconds they are taking to answer each question.  

To access this, log in to TT Rock Stars  

and click on the avatar in the top right  

corner.  

Select ‘my stats’ from the drop-down  

menu; this will display a colour-coded  

chart that shows the number of  

seconds taken to answer each  

times table question. 

Thank you for your continued support and I hope you all have an enjoyable and  

relaxing Christmas break. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Morrison 



What is a Pegi Rating? 

The PEGI system is designed to inform the public of what’s suitable and what’s not for different ages. It 
can be a helpful tool in helping you to decide what games are appropriate for your child. PEGI’s 
professional analysts look at hundreds of video games every year and decide what is suitable for 
different age groups using a set of criteria. This criteria has been established by experts in the field of 
child protection, psychology, the law and media. It helps analysts to decide what game content is 
appropriate in each of the five rating groups.  

The Five Pegi Rating Groups 
 
All games released in the UK will have one of the following PEGI age ratings on the packaging: 3, 7, 12, 
16 or 18. The rating means that the game shouldn't be played by a young person under that age 
because there may be content in the game which could potentially be harmful, frightening or worrying 
to children. As well as an age rating, PEGI also uses icons showing content descriptors, letting you know 
if a game contains: violence, drugs, bad language, discrimination, fear, gambling, sex, or in-app 
purchases.  
 
For further information about what content you can expect to see in each Pegi rating category, the 
following websites give helpful information: 
 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/gaming/ 
https://parentinfo.org/article/pegi-games-ratings-explained 
 
Gaming at home—things to consider: 
 
 You may have introduced boundaries at home about when and what type of games your child is 

allowed to play. Remember to talk to your child about these rules and set out expectations if they 
stay with family friends or child care.   

 Encourage your child to talk to you about the games they play and how they feel after playing 
them. Children are sometimes frightened by games but won’t tell anyone in case they take the 
game away. While children are still learning to distinguish between reality and fantasy, it’s 
important to talk to them about what they see in games. 

 If your children are playing games online, don’t forget that you can  on many devices to give you 
extra piece of mind.  The VSC website offers full instructions on how to set parental controls for 
the most popular devices.   

One final piece of advice:  if you’re worried about children playing video games on their own,  
then why not join them? AskAboutGames.com is a fantastic resource for advice on gaming  
as a family. 
 
Have a safe gaming Christmas! 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/having-a-conversation-with-your-child1/
http://www.askaboutgames.com/
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Welcome to the third edition of the additional needs news as part of our new look, school newsletter. After fo-
cusing on ADHD in the last newsletter; I have decided to focus on dyslexia. Before we begin, I would like to take 
the opportunity to wish all of our parents and children a lovely and restful Christmas. As always, If you feel your 
child is showing any elements or traits of this condition either at home, or at school, please do not hesitate to 
contact me (Rebecca.birrell@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk) so that we can look into this further and give your child 
the support that they need both in and out of school. I am always here to help with any questions or concerns 
you might have.  
 
Dyslexia 
Dyslexia is a learning difference which can primarily affect a child or adult’s reading and writing skills. However, 
there is a misconception that dyslexia just affects these skills. In fact, is not just about these skills at all. dyslexia 
can cause difficulty with both processing and remembering information that they see and hear. It can have sig-
nificant impact on a child or adult’s everyday life. 
 
As each person is unique, so is each person’s experience of living with dyslexia. Scientists have stated thoughts 
that up to 5-10% of people have some dyslexic tendencies. It can range from a mild to severe and is a co-
morbid condition- meaning that it can run alongside other conditions too. 
 
It is really important to remember that there are many positives in thinking differently too. Many people who 
have dyslexia show strengths in other areas such as reasoning and in creative fields. 
 
Children with dyslexia may have difficulty with: 
· Their ability to be organised 
· Their co-ordination 
· Their memory of concepts they have learned 
· Speed in processing: slow spoken or written language 
· Difficulty following a number of instructions 
· Poor standard of written work compared with their verbal ability 
· Confused by letters that look similar, for example b and d, p and g, n and u 
· Reversals in number and letters 
· Spelling a word several different ways within a piece of writing 
· Finds it difficult to blend words in reading 
· Struggle to understand the plot and point of the story 
 
As I stated above, with dyslexia, each child or adult is unique. This is not an exhaustive list of difficulties as each 
child may display dyslexic tendencies in a number of ways. 
 
Strategies to help children with dyslexia 
There is a variety of strategies to support with dyslexia, dependent on what the child or adult finds  
difficult. At school, we have a number of programs that can help children to work on the literacy  
based skills which dyslexic children may find difficult. We also have programs to help improve  
children’s motor skills and memory- both often linked with dyslexia. In addition to this, we can also  
provide coloured work books and overlays which may assist children with the number of words they  

can read per minute. We even have a number of dyslexia  
books at school for children to access of varying levels of  
difficulty for each year group. 
 
 

 

Miss Birrell 

Y6 Teacher 

SENDCO 



 

Wolds Learning Partnership—A family of schools with shared values 

Here are a number of strategies you could work on at home: 
 If spelling is a difficulty, give your child different coloured pens to make a rainbow and ask them to repeat 

writing the word within the picture over and over again. This can help your child remember them. 
 Use flash cards or play matching games to let your child see the word a number of the times. The more that 

they see it, the better they will be able to read and spell it. 
 Keep short timed sessions so your child is able to maintain concentration and focus without becoming bored 

or uncomfortable. 
 Go over homework instruction each night to make sure they understand what they need to do. Your children 

can then prepare for the task and talk over their ideas before they begin to work. 
 Paired reading is a great way for your child to read and enjoy books. If the child makes a mistake give them a 

few seconds to have a go, then say the word yourself so that the flow of the book can continue. 
 At home, if you have a number of tasks or instructions for a child give them to the child one at time or give 

the child a list so they can remember them and have the ability to tick them off. 
 
There are many other strategies to help with dyslexia too; if your child does have another difficulty please do not 
hesitate to contact me so that I can help further. 
 
Helpful websites 
If you would like to look into this further, here are some websites you may find helpful below!   
http://www.dyslexia.uk.com/  
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-thinking-differences/
child-learning-disabilities/dyslexia/what-is-dyslexia  
https://www.nessy.com/uk/parents/dyslexia-information/ 



In Year 3/4 science we have been learning everything there is to know about plants. 

We started off exploring what plants need to survive. By carrying out investigations, we explored the best conditions for the 

plants to grow. We followed this up by learning about the reasons behind the certain things that plats require.  

In the second part of the term, we’ve been learning about parts of the plants and their functions. Why do plants need to have 

leaves? Why are flowers so colourful? Ask someone in Year 3/4 and they’ll be able to tell you! 

Class Attenborough 

Class Potter 
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Class Baker 

Class 

Backshall  
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Classification! 
 

In science this term  Year 5  have been learning about classifying; we have classified amphibians, rep-
tiles, mammals, birds, plants and micro-organisms. We have investigated the effects of micro-organisms 
by growing mould on bread to see what conditions were needed for it to thrive - the dirtier and damper 
the environment, the more mould we had. The slice of bread that hadn't been touched (our control 
slice) at all had no mould, even after two weeks!  
 
By conducting our own field research, we were able to classify different types of earthworm found on 
our school field. Most of the worms we found were immature but there were quite a few grey worms 
too! By the end of the lesson, we had become pretty good at worm charming! 

Class Durrell 

Class Packham 

Class Irwin 
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Life Cycle Science 

Year 6 Classes, Darwin and Adamson spent the day in-

vestigating the life cycle of various creatures. The hunt 

was then on to find insects and any form of the life cycle. 

The remains of eggs on a leaf was the perfect find! 

Year 6 
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Class Goodall 

Life Cycles 



 

Wolds Learning Partnership—A family of schools with shared values 

A Gift From His Sister - By Amelia P, Class Attenborough 
 
On Sunday, Amelia and her Dad went to a book store. Amelia was looking at the kid's section while her Dad was 
looking at the adult section. Amelia's dad found a book that was called, 'Diary of a Wimpy Kid.'  
 
''Amelia, what about this book?'' Dad asked Amelia. Her dad pointed to the cover.  
 
''I don't really like that kind of book but Jonathan (brother) would!'' exclaimed Amelia. Dad nodded. 
 
When they got home, Amelia hid the book for Jonathan. 
 
''What are you hiding, Amelia?'' wondered Jonathan. 
 
''A present...for you!'' shouted Amelia. 
 
Amelia took her hands from behind her back unveiling the book. 

TT Rockstar's Day - By Jack S, Class Attenborough 
 
On Friday 4th December at Pocklington Junior School, it was TT Rock Star day. 
Everyone at Pocklington Junior School played on the TT Rock Stars website. In Class Attenborough they used the 
new Surface Pros. Unfortunately, they took a long time to logon to because they were new. Mrs Wells (a teacher 
at Pocklington Junior School) said, ''Next time I want the iPads!'' 
 
Every class in the school created a TT Rock Stars account and played the times table test. If they got the question 
right, they earnt 10 coins. Every TT Rock Star player in the school got loads of coins and bought things with 
them.  
 

Mario and Luigi - By Sophie W, Class Attenborough 
 
Mario (a cartoon character) got badly hurt by his best friend Luigi on Thursday 10th December 2020.  
Luigi and Mario were racing on the racing track and Luigi placed a banana on the track because he was  
jealous.  Unfortunately, Mario slipped and injured himself.  
 
Mario called his other best friends, Sophie and Layla, to help him. Luigi felt sorry for Mario because  
he didn't know he would get hurt like that.  
 
Mario had to go to visit Donkey Kong's house because he's a doctor. Sometimes, Mario doesn't like  
going to Donkey Kong’s house because he is big and scary. Luigi also walked to Donkey Kong's house  
to say sorry to Mario. Sophie and Layla were really upset and worried for Mario.  
 
Luigi finally said sorry to Mario and Luigi realised Mario had broken lots of his bones.  
 
''I'm sorry,'' said Luigi.  
 
''It's Ok,'' said Mario.   
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Swimming Lessons By Libby L, Class Backshall 
 
On Saturday 5th December 2020, I was in my house when my mum shouted for me to come upstairs.  
“Libby, come get changed for swimming!” 
 
My mum grabbed my swimsuit and towel and I marched upstairs with excitement. I was excited because I 
hadn’t been swimming for ages! I could only blame COVID 19 but I soon forgot about that. I got to my room 
and rushed to get dressed. I put my pajamas on top and we got into the cold and steamy car. We got there in 
2 minutes and I was scared but excited! 
 
“Here we go!” I confidently said. 
 
I ran in. I saw my friend there but sadly she doesn’t go to our school. I couldn’t touch her so I gave her an air 
hug. Firstly, we jumped in the pool! 
 
“What now?” I asked. 
 
“Kick your legs!” she replied. 
 
Next, we did frog legs then we did some diving. It was awesome! We got out of the pool and I was tired and 
wet. We went home to get a shower, wash my hair and chill. I’ll be going again next week! 

Karate By William M, Class Backshall 
 
It was Sunday and me, Alexander and Tyler were in the Dojo and waiting for Team Tiger and the 
Master. We were Team Dragon. 
 
“OK, the match begins in three, two, one and GO!” 
 
As soon as he had said that, Team Tiger advanced as a wall. But, like fish, we parted and 
surrounded them. Then we started to close in. They started kicking, punching and elbowing but I 
did a death blow and hit their captain! 
 
“One man down!” the Master shouted. “Half time!” 
 
The next few minutes were tense. Then the Master shouted “Three, two, one and stop…Dragons 
win!” 
 
I really like karate and can’t wait to go again! 
 

The Day of the Times Table Rock Star Launch! By Micaela P, Class Backshall 
 
On Friday 4th December, we were all excited for the big day. Everyone including the teachers came to school 
dressed as rock stars and it was the best day of my life!  
 
I made a wonderful bookmark and so did everyone else. We also did some Rock Star handwriting! We went on 
the iPads and practiced our TT Rock Stars. We were going to do this at home now instead of in our orange books 
and we were told there would be no more tests! 
 
“It was extra amazing and super cool!” everyone said. 
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Buddhism 

This term in R.E. class Potter have been learning about Buddhism. Buddhism is really interesting. 

Did you know that Buddhist people are vegetarian because they respect living things. We also 

learnt about the Christmas truce when English and German soldiers ceased fighting and played a 

friendly game of football.  

By Lottie G, Class Potter 

Vilanova 

Last week at violin lessons, I learnt a new piece of music called ‘Vilanova.’ It’s a strange name for a piece of music 

but that’s because it’s Spanish! I find different pieces of music interesting especially ones from different 

countries.  

Katie H, Class Potter 

PREHISTORIC NEWS 

This term in guided reading, class Potter have been learning about prehistoric animals. 

Prehistoric animals are the first animals to live on earth. The most interesting one is 

the sabre-tooth tiger. It is not much of a runner. The mega bear’s habitat was in North 

America. The mastodon weighed 7 tons whereas the woolly mammoth weighed 6.6 tons. Did you know that the 

giant beaver was bigger than a normal beaver? 

Oliver D and Bruno G, Class Potter 

Playtime News 

At lunch time break, my friends 

and I play this game called, mums, 

twins and teens. Me and Sienna 

like being the baby twins and Hope 

is the teen and Lottie is the mum.  

By Sophie K, Class Potter 

By Jacob W, Class Potter 
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The Christmas Truce 

This term, I learnt about the Christmas truce when Germany and England made a truce on Christmas Day. It all 

started when Germany started singing Christmas carols. Then, everyone put up Christmas trees. Next, everyone 

started playing football but after all this, they went back to fighting. 

By Finn H, Class Potter 

The Naughty Elf 

Last night an elf was caught making 3 hot chocolates and then using its magic to fly to the 

dining room and then tip cups over so there would be an enormous mess to clean up. This 

took place in a house in the dining room. 

In the morning, Emma, Emily and Esta came down stairs. They couldn’t find the elf, so they 

got their breakfast, went into the dining room and… 

“WHAT HAVE YOU DONE?”, shouted Emma, Emily & Esta. The elf just laughed “ha, ha, ha!” 

Emma, Emily and Esta are now screaming at the elf.  

If you have got a naughty elf, keep a look out! 

By Amie P, Class Baker 

Class Baker Finally Completes Stars! 

Yesterday, Class Baker (Y3/4)) finally completed what they had set out to do at the start of term. 

There was a huge noise as the final star was added to their chart. They’d been working so hard 

and been on their best behavior to achieve their goal. When they finally completed it they were so 

excited as they knew a reward awaited them. Mr Morrison, the teacher of class Baker, obviously 

struggled to calm us  down as it took him at least half an hour to do it! 

Jasmine was so excited when the last star was added that she jumped off her seat and shouted, 

“YAY, WE FINALLY DID IT! YESSSS!” 

Since she did it so loudly, everyone joined in too! 

“Yes! Whoo! Yay! Finally! BEST DAY EVER!” 

Suddenly, Mr Morrison shouted, “Home time. We can do the reward tomorrow.” 

Class Baker now awaits a reward...popcorn and film, extra break or time on the iPads. Which one 

will we choose, I wonder… 

By Jasmine, Class Baker 



January 2021 

5th  Start of spring term 

8th  Flu immunization catch up 

February 2021 

5th  Individual school photos 

11th  Chinese New Year special lunch 

12th  School closed for training day 

12-19th Half term 

22nd  Return to school 

March 2021 

24-26  Y6 Robinwood 

26th  End of spring term 

Pocklington Community Junior School 

65 Kirkland Street, Pocklington, York YO42 2BX 

admin@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 01759 302224 

Over £190 raised. Thank you 

Christmas Raffle Winners: 

Laveracks voucher - Ironmonger 
Katie's nails voucher - Antionette 
Gubby Chocolates- Woodcock 
Swirlz voucher - Janet 
Chocolate trees - Ferry 
Swirlz voucher - Lauren 
Katie's nails voucher - Pease 
Rainbow scratch art - Warrior 
Wolds view voucher (MOT) - Watson 
Wolds view voucher (air cond) - C. Wells 
Tennis balls - Kenyon 
Tennis club membership voucher - Johnson 
Howdens cast iron worktop saver - Gallery 
Howdens cast iron worktop saver - Ward 
Burnby hall voucher - Mrs wells (PCJS) 
Roughneck fleece - Wood 
Roughneck fleece - Coulthard 
Snickers jumper - Honsey 
Snickers jumper - Holland  
Build a bear - Slater 
Hamper - Seeds 
1st prize (Amazon voucher) - Sharp 

Staff Changes 

It is with much sadness that we are saying 

goodbye to four valued members of staff this 

term. After 20 years of service, Mrs Gray, our 

school ELSA is retiring. I know that she has been 

such a positive influence on so many children over 

the years and she will be greatly missed by 

children and staff alike. 

We are also saying goodbye to Mrs Hunter-

Howard who has been working as a  higher level 

teaching assistant in Lower School along with Mrs 

O’ Doherty who has been co-teaching Class 

Attenborough this term. Both ladies are sad to 

leave but have had to make the hard decision 

based on Covid factors.  

Finally, we are saying farewell and good luck to 

Mrs Massey who has been part of our kitchen 

team and we would like to wish her all the best in 

her new role as a teaching assistant in a new 

school. 

We are excited to announce the appointment of 

Mrs Morrison who will be joining Class 

Attenborough in January 2021 alongside Mrs 

Wells. We are also looking forward to welcoming 

Mrs Lea who will be working in Year 6 and Mrs 

Evans who is joining the Year 3/4 team. Both 

ladies will be taking on the role as higher level 

teaching assistants! 

House Banner Competition 

We have extended the deadline for this—please 

send your house banner entries to 

head@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk by 15th January 

2021 


