
Our wonderful children celebrating Christmas and showcasing all of 

their hard work at their Landings 

More pictures of our landings can be found on our Facebook page. 



Landings 
For parents of years 3 and 4 children, you will not yet have been able to experience our ‘landings’ in school. These 
are a really exciting and lively exhibition of children’s work in which they choose a way to demonstrate their 
learning to their audience (usually families and other classes). Children will display their home learning projects, 
their school work and in addition to this, may choose a more theatrical way to show their knowledge gained from 
their work each term. These have taken place this week in school with the children sharing their learning with other 
classes. All of the landings have been photographed and feature later on in this newsletter. In addition, Year 5 who 
have been receiving traditional Indian dance lessons as part of their PE, have performed their Indian dances which 
have been filmed and these will be made available to their families- look out for a link from the school office. 
 

Next Term’s Learning 
When the children return to school in January, they will be starting new lines of enquiry as part of their curriculum 
studies. 
Year 3 will have a geography focus, learning about the United Kingdom and in particular Yorkshire. This will include 
learning how to read and interpret maps, the key geographical features of the region together with the cultural 
influences. Ideas to support learning- visit key features in the area such as the white horse at Kilburn, York and 
Beverley Minsters, Humber bridge and talk about why they may have been built and what their purpose is. Children 
could find out about food that is linked to Yorkshire and regional specialties. Also they could find out about local 
artists – Leading wildlife artist, Robert Fuller has a gallery in Thixendale and David Hockney has a lot of wonderful 
paintings of the area online. 
 
Year 4 are undertaking an exciting technology enquiry into the history and construction of bridges, in which they 
will be looking at the purpose and design of bridges in history from drawbridges to the most modern suspension 
bridges. The children will be also designing and making their own bridge. Ideas to support learning- visit different 
bridges such as the Humber bridge and Millennium bridge and look at their design and purpose. They could find out 
how suspension bridges work and why arched bridges are incredibly strong. Using tightly rolled up newspaper is a 
great, cheap way to build bridge structures at home, such as how to span a gap between two chairs. Lots of fun 
experiments can come from this! 
 
Year 5 have a history focus looking at the reign of Richard III, as a significant local historical figure. They will be 
investigating the disappearances of the princes in the tower and the Battle of Bosworth. Alongside this, 
 they will be reading some of Shakespeare’s plays adapted for children. Ideas to support learning – visit  
Middleham castle in North Yorkshire which Richard used as his residence in the North and find out about  
life in a castle. Research about the houses of Lancaster and York and why they were at war, find out how  
Richard III came to the throne of England, look at Shakespeare’s views on Richard III together with  
paintings of him from the time- how was he portrayed and why? 
 
 
 

Good afternoon and welcome to our Christmas edition of 
Celebrating Learning! 

This newsletter is full of wonderful photos, work and articles that celebrate the 
full and rich curriculum opportunities that the children have experienced this 
half term. We feel that, because you as parents and carers are unable to come 
into school to see your children’s work at due to restrictions, it is even more 
important to share as much of this as possible through our Celebrating Learning 
newsletter. 
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Year 6 have a focus on North America this term and will be learning about the geography of this 
continent. They will then be applying this knowledge to understand where native American people settled 
leading to how the landscape and resources have influenced subsequent settlers to North America. Ideas 
to support learning- find out about key geographical features such as the Grand Canyon, the Great Lakes, 
the tornado belt, the Rocky mountains. Additionally, children could find out who the Pilgrim Fathers were 
and why they went to America, find out what Indian reservations are and why they were set up. 
If you are able to help your child (ren) start to prepare for next term’s learning in any way, that would be 
fantastic but Obviously, it is the school holidays so there is no expectation that children have to do this. 
 
It is appropriate, as I leave, to say the biggest ‘thank you’ to the whole school community for their 
ongoing commitment and dedication to our school. It is not just good fortune that we belong to a school 
that lives by its word when we say that we put children first and try our absolute best to make school an 
exciting, memorable and caring place for children to receive a high quality education. This has come 
about due to the remarkable staff who work with your children every day, working long hours to plan the 
best possible learning, to ensure that the school runs smoothly and effectively behind the scenes, 
listening to your children, helping them if they have worries or problems. At the heart of what we do, we 
believe that talking to you as parents, to better understand how we can work with you to help your 
children, is at the heart of why our school is so successful. We actively encourage your input into your 
child’s schooling and always want to know if there is anything that we can do better.  
 
No school is perfect as it is full of people and people are fallible. We know this and embrace it but pride 
ourselves on our speedy responses to any queries so that we can move forward with a positive resolution. 
I am proud to have been part of Pocklington Junior School’s journey for the last 19 years and have 
thoroughly enjoyed leading the school on its most recent journey. 
 
This leads me onto my final message of this newsletter which is to wish you all a very happy and  
healthy Christmas wherever possible and that 2022 is a better year for everyone with more joy  
and less Covid! 
 
Happy Christmas everybody! 
 
With warmest wishes, 
Sarah Carlisle 
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What is a Pegi Rating? 

The PEGI system is designed to inform the public of what’s suitable and what’s not for different ages. It 
can be a helpful tool in helping you to decide what games are appropriate for your child. PEGI’s 
professional analysts look at hundreds of video games every year and decide what is suitable for 
different age groups using a set of criteria. This criteria has been established by experts in the field of 
child protection, psychology, the law and media. It helps analysts to decide what game content is 
appropriate in each of the five rating groups.  

The Five Pegi Rating Groups 

All games released in the UK will have one of the following PEGI age ratings on the packaging: 3, 7, 12, 

16 or 18. The rating means that the game shouldn't be played by a young person under that age 

because there may be content in the game which could potentially be harmful, frightening or worrying 

to children. As well as an age rating, PEGI also uses icons showing content descriptors, letting you know 

if a game contains: violence, drugs, bad language, discrimination, fear, gambling, sex, or in-app 

purchases.  

For further information about what content you can expect to see in each Pegi rating category, the 

following websites give helpful information: 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/gaming/ 

https://parentinfo.org/article/pegi-games-ratings-explained 

Gaming at home—things to consider: 

 You may have introduced boundaries at home about when and what type of games your child is 

allowed to play. Remember to talk to your child about these rules and set out expectations if they 

stay with family friends or child care.   

 Encourage your child to talk to you about the games they play and how they feel after playing 

them. Children are sometimes frightened by games but won’t tell anyone in case they take the 

game away. While children are still learning to distinguish between reality and fantasy, it’s 

important to talk to them about what they see in games. 

 If your children are playing games online, don’t forget that you can  on many devices to give you 

extra piece of mind.  The VSC website offers full instructions on how to set parental controls for 

the most popular devices.   

One final piece of advice:  if you’re worried about children playing video games on their own,  

then why not join them? AskAboutGames.com is a fantastic resource for advice on gaming  

as a family. 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/having-a-conversation-with-your-child1/
http://www.askaboutgames.com/


‘11 Before 11’ and BRAND NEW ‘9 Before 9’ 

We think it’s really important to encourage to read lots of different 

books. Not only will your reading and writing improve, but you will 

experience wonderful worlds of different places and people in these 

books. 

We have created a list of 15 books every child should read before 

they are either 9 or 11 years old. Each book has been highly recom-

mend by adults, teachers and children across the country. In the lists, 

there are a variety of text types: fantasy, adventure, mythical, come-

dy and much more. 

All children will receive a bookmark with all 15 books to choose from 

Upper School ONLY 

To complete the challenge,  you can read them by yourself, read 

with someone, or even just listen to someone else read the story. 

Every time you read a book, record the date on your bookmark. Let 

your teacher know when you have completed all 11 of your choice 

Where to find books 

1. Your local library in Pocklington is OPEN and are keen for you to visit for FREE. Click on the 

website link for more information about the services Pocklington Pocela Centre can offer. 

Pocklington Pocela Centre (eastridinglibraries.co.uk)  

2. Most books now can be listened to being read on Youtube by various authors. 

3. Ask school to borrow one of these books—they will soon be readily available to take home. 

https://www.eastridinglibraries.co.uk/find-a-library/?entry=pocklington_library


BRAND NEW ‘9 Before 9’ 

This list has been created for 

our Lower School children to read 9 books before they turn 9.  

Lower School ONLY 

To complete the challenge,  you can read them by yourself, read with 

someone, or even just listen to someone else read the story. 

Every time you read a book, record the date on your bookmark. Let 

your teacher know when you have completed all 9 of your choice of 

books from the list and there will be a special prize waiting for you! 

Tiger’s Trust 

Some of our Year 6 children have been working with Tiger’s Trust 

from Hull City Football Club. The team have been coming into 

school every Friday to help some children out with their reading by 

giving them tips and advice on how to enjoy books. 

Freddie Y6— I have enjoyed talking about the football books that I 

read. My personal favourite is Dino F.C. by Keith Brumpton. 

Harrison Y6—The advice I learnt was to open up a book on a ran-

dom page and you use the ’5 finger rule’. If you don’t know the 

meaning of 0-1 words on the page, then it’s too easy. 2-3 words is 

OK, 4 words means it’s a tricky book and 5+ words means it’s too 

hard for you. 

Jayden Y6— I used the ‘5 finger rule’ on a book of my choice and I 

didn’t know the meaning of 2 words so it was OK for me to read. I 

usually look at the front cover when choosing a book. 



11 before 11 Reading Challenge  

William in year 5 set himself the challenge of completing the 11 before 11 challenge; 

enjoy reading some of his reviews below! Well done William—we are very im-

pressed! 

Artemis Fowl - Eoin Colfer 
Already had this in my collection 

This book is about a ruthless 12 year old criminal mastermind, who kidnaps Officer Holly Short, of the LEP forc-

es, so he can ransom her for one ton of gold to help restore his family’s fortune.  Artemis releases Holly, when 

the fairies cure Artemis’ mother from madness instead of giving him all the gold he wanted. 

I liked this book and thought it was very interesting and also a good idea for a book for children my age. 

The 13-Storey Treehouse - Andy Griffiths 
Already had this in my collection 
 
Terry and Andy are best friends and they make story books together.  They have made a giant tree house 

where they live together, it has many levels, 13 so far, but more will be added soon.  The 13-storey tree house 

is about their adventure meeting a mermaid, who is secretly a sea 

monster. 

I liked this book a lot because it is very funny and silly.  I don’t have a 

favourite part, because I liked it all and it would be difficult to choose 

just one best bit.  

The Odyssey - David Walser 
Read 10 August 2021 

This book tells the story of a Greek General called Odysseus and his 

epic journey home after the Trojan war.  It takes him many years to get 

back home because of all the problems that the Gods throw at him.  

Eventually he makes his way home and is reunited with his family. 

I enjoyed this book a lot and it tells Homer’s epic poem in an easy way 

for children to understand.  I liked the part with Polyphemus, the cy-

clops and his sheep the best. 

Rumaysa: a fairy-tale - Radiya Hafiza 

Read 16, 17 & 18 August 2021 

Three well known children’s stories retold in a different way (Rapunzel, Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty).  The 

first is about a young girl trapped in a tower by a witch.  Rumaysa escapes by making a long golden hijab.   

The second is a retelling of Cinderella where after the death of her mother in childbirth and father, some  

years later, Cinderayla is left at the mercy of her stepmother who makes her do all the chores.  Eventually  

she meets a Prince, while wearing a golden dress that was spun for her by Rumaysa.  The third tells of  

Sara whose family palace was attacked by a dragon, the dragon’s blast of fire puts her to sleep for 5  

months, but she is awoken by Rumaysa and Sulliman, a boy who owns a magic carpet.  Eventually  

Rumaysa and Sara saves the kingdom from the dragon by humming a magical tune. I really enjoyed  

this book because I already knew the original tales, but I liked how this book has put a twist on  

them 

William Milner – Class Maasai 



In school today we watched a pantomime of beauty and the beast. It was performed in the hall after our 
lunch around 13:00 [1:00]. It was very enjoyable with all the different sound effects, funny jokes and lots of 
songs to entertain everyone. All the actors did a really good job at their roles and did really well with inter-
acting with the audience which kept them engaged and wondering 
what will come next. 

What happened in the pantomime? 

In the pantomime a young girl called Belle went to find a rose to heal 
her papa from an illness he was suffering from. Belle discovered a cas-
tle where the prince and his servants lived but the prince caught her 
trying to take a rose from his garden and made Belle his prisoner!! 

But after time the beast fell in love with Belle and asked her if she 
would join him for dinner; However, the beast was rude when asking 
her, so Belle refused and became angry with him. 

Later, Belle changed her mind and accepted the invitation she was 
given. The beast was delighted, he combed his hair and put on a fancy 
outfit for the occasion. Belle wore a beautiful golden dress the two 
cooks had picked out for her. They both ate dinner and fell in love 
since then, but it didn’t last when Belle left to save her papa from his death.  

Sadly, Belle got lost in the woods on her way back home and the prince’s cooks went to go look for her to 
save their master. You see this was because an evil witch cursed the prince and made him become a beast, 
the rose Belle tried to take was like a countdown for how long the beast will survive. When all the petals 
disappear, the prince will die; the only way this can be prevented is if the prince falls in love with a woman. 

 The cooks found Belle and brought her back to the castle where the beast was growing weak with only one 
more petal left on the rose. When she found the beast, she was devastated at the sight of him looking so 
unwell and weak. The witch was stood by him cackling merrily at the slowly dying prince she had cursed, 
Belle tried everything to save the beast but as the last petal fell from the rose, the prince lay limp and 
stopped breathing. The witch was delighted at the sight of his death and as Belle cried the prince slowly 
started breathing again and got up off the floor. When he recovered, he thanked the witch for teaching him 
his lesson to always be kind to everyone. The prince and Belle [who had cured her father with a rose the 
prince gave her] were so happy to be together again and kissed at the end of the show. 

My opinion of the pantomime 

Personally, I really enjoyed the play and how they changed the story line slightly to a funnier approach that 
was very entertaining. The only part I wasn’t that keen on was when they kissed at the end. I mean it hap-
pens in life too really and I’m fine with that. But it was just awkward to see it. But apart from that I enjoyed 
the performance, I would enjoy it if maybe we had some other people to come in and do more plays like 
that. It was just a nice and different thing to enjoy in the afternoon instead of sitting and doing work like we 
usually do later on at school. 

All the actors did a really good job especially when they sang in front of everyone, because it takes a lot of 
confidence. So well done to the actors for being brave and confident. My favourite bit of the pantomime 
was when the cooks were baking a cake and one of them sneakily changed the channel to how to play foot-
ball. They were dribbling the dough with their feet, doing headers with it and passing to each other, but the 
way they did it was just hilarious. I would 100% recommended other schools hiring them to do plays for the 
children because it’s a lovely thing to do that’s a bit different but still enjoyed by everyone. 

Thank you so much for reading, 

Chloe Whiteley 

Class Awa  

Year 6 
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This half term we were privileged to have the explorer and moti-

vational speaker, James Ketchell, in school for the day. He regaled 

the children with tales of his voyages around the world and ex-

plained to them the importance of personal aspiration and resili-

ence in order to keep going and achieve what you want in life. 

The thought that he broke his ankle but 

then still climbed Mount Everest and 

rowed across the Caribbean was some-

thing that I found very inspiring. It made 

me realize that I can do anything I want to 

in my life . I Want to be an archaeologist 

and travel the world! Zara, Y6 

I thought James was very inspiring. He 

started off not knowing  anything but 

he has conquered so many achieve-

ments. I’m not sure what I want to do 

with my life yet, maybe become a gym-

nastics coach but when I do find my 

dream, I will push myself to achieve it! 

I think it was the fact that he failed and then succeed-

ed that made me realize that when you fail, that is the 

time that you have to try your hardest in life! I’ve al-

ready started on my journey as I want to be an Olym-

pic gymnast but because I have hip dysplasia, it is go-

ing to be a challenge but I will do my best. Ellie Y6 
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Classes Iroquois and 

Cheyenne had a great day 

when they were visited in 

school by real-life Stone age 

people who taught them an 

array of skills. It was 

incredibly busy and practical 

and by the end of the day 

the children were brilliant at: 

Weaving 

Stonehenge Building 

Fire Lighting 

Using Stone Age Tools 

Mammoth Hunting 

Using Stone Age Clothing 

& 

Transporting Building 

Supplies 



Classes Iroquois and Cheyenne have 

been learning about the Stone Age. 

Along with their Stone Age workshop, 

the children have created some 

amazing work to showcase in their 

Landing. 
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Our year 4 classes  have been learning all 

about the Roman invasion of Britain this 

term. As part of their enquiry they have 

found out about Roman soldiers, who the 

Celts were and how they lived, the 

rebellion by Boudicca and life in Roman 

Britain. They have created some amazing 

projects as part of their learning! 
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Indian Dance 

This half term Year 5  have been learning 

all about India - there has been interest in 

Yogi men, the Taj Mahal and festivals. We 

looked particularly at colours and their 

symbols.  

Additionally, we have been practicing our 

Indian dancing with our very special visitor.  

In art, we have been looking at reflections. 

Some children even put this to the test and 

sent in some fantastic reflective pictures!   Reflections 
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Year 5 have been learning about 

India. As you can see the 

interest has included 

geographical features, food, 

clothes, architecture, patterns 

and majestic animals! 

We hope you enjoyed seeing 

their Indian dances! 
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Year 6 have been studying the Mayan civilization, focusing on the questions 'What do people do in order to 
survive?' and 'How might the Mayans have had different lifestyles to us?' Classes Awa, Yanomami and Kayapo 
have carried out independent projects related to these questions. Everyone has had different ideas, such as 
home-made models of Mayan pyramids, designing and making authentic Mayan masks and headdresses, and 
even researching and bringing to life Mayan cuisine and chocolate-making! Year 6 have loved learning about the 
Mayans!  

 
See more of our work on 

our Facebook page. 
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Perfect Pizza! 

It was brilliant! We made pizza, went to Swirlz and did 

loads of fun quizzes. We even made Christmas decorations 

and put them up in Year 6. As well as making our own piz-

za, we helped Year $ make some too. On Wednesday we 

did some fun games—all in all it was great! Thank you Mrs 

Briggs and Ms Purkis. 
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Dobroyd Castle was very big and there was a lot to do. I tried archery which I love the most, rock climbing, tra-

peze, zip wire, nightline and the piranha pool—it was freezing! 

We had an English breakfast every morning and a hot chocolate before bedtime. 

I would recommend going as it is crazy fun and exciting but you will be exhausted on the way home! 

By Henley D, Class Kayapo 

Robinwood was amazing and fun. Everyday we had ex-

citing new challenges and delicious meals such as: chick-

en salad wraps, pizza, tomato and chicken pasta bake. 

There were all sorts of challenges such as: crate chal-

lenge., piranha pool, giant swing, zip line, caving, team 

challenge, knight quest, knight training, night line, tra-

peze, archery, challenge course, rock climbing, canoeing. 

All the staff were very nice and prepared the best chal-

lenges possible. We went for 3 days and it was like a 

whirlpool of different activities. I faced one of my 

fears—I was scared to do the zip line and then it ended 

up being one of my favourite activity! My least favourite 

was caving because I don’t like small places. 

In December, Year 6 went their team-building residential visit to Dobroyd Castle in Todmordon. Dwespite the 

cold, wet weather, they had a fantastic time facing outdoor and adventurous challenges such as the piranha pool, 

the leap of faith, zipwire and crate challenge.  
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Poppy Appeal 

£178.74 raised. 

Thank you! 
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January 2022 

4th Children return to school 

20th Special Lunch ERYC Census Day 

February 2022 

17th Break up for half term 

28th Children return to school 

Pocklington Community Junior School 

65 Kirkland Street, Pocklington, York YO42 2BX 

admin@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 01759 302224 

Young Voices Postponed 

Choir will restart Thursday 13th January 

3.00pm—4.00pm 

Clubs Timetable January 2022 

Week commencing 3rd January 2022: 

 Thursday 6th January 3.00-3.40pm—African drumming restarts. 

 Friday 7th January 3.00-4.00pm—Hull Tiger’s Trust Multi Sports restarts. 

Week commencing 10th January 2022: 

 Y5/Y6 Boxercise—Mondays 3-4pm 

 Y5 Sewing—Mondays 3.00-4.00pm 

 Y3/Y4 Cheerleading—Tuesdays 3.00-4.00pm 

 Y5 Touch Typing—Tuesdays 3.00-4.00pm 

 Y3/Y4 Music Production—Fridays 3.00-4.00pm 

 £378.00 raised on the Friends Raffle 

Thank you! 


