
Year six writing project   
 
You know how much Miss Birrell, Miss Hooson and Miss Millar love writing! Here is a little project to 
keep you all busy and practice how much you have learnt in writing in Year Six! We are all so excited 
to read them already.  
 
Day one  
 

 By the end of today, you must have decided on a GAP for your writing. Remember GAP is the 
genre, audience and purpose for your writing. Your Genre is going to a 500-word story, 
however you can decide on the genre (fantasy, horror, adventure,historical) and your 
audience will be Y6 children. You can also choose your Purpose. Is it to scare? Is it entertain? 
Is it to make them laugh?  

 Before you decide on your genre listen to 5 of the 500 word stories on the following website.  

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/PsNDCBjMPQ5d7xQQhr6NQc/top-50-stories-
2016-age-10-to-13 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/54grKRjMvl1xWdKDBKgnRZf/an-exclusive-
horowitz-horror-for-500-words 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1kQ6ngz1C36hPMDg1qHwNxf/barney-
harwoods-blue-peter-500-words-story 
 

 Note down in back of your yellow book any ideas that you might magpie or even better- any 
words you want to use in your inspiration station tomorrow.  
 

 If you still cannot decide on a GAP for extra inspiration watch this live lesson:  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons/500-words-2020-live-lesson/zn7jkmn 
 
Day Two  
 

1. Using a page in your book, use the planning format to think of what you need to meet the 
GAP.  

2. Here is an example to remind you: 
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 The central box needs to be your GAP 

 The square out from the GAP needs to be – How will I meet my purpose? How will I 
keep the reader reading? 

 The box outside of that needs to be SPAG that you will use. Remember to put below 
why you are using it.  

 The final outer box should be your inspiration station. You could write phrases you 
have read in your own book or listened to on the 500 words website. If you want 
more inspiration go to Audible on google and listen to another story with the same 
genre as your own.  

 
If you would like feedback on your plan, your teachers would be happy to send you some feedback 
on it ready for your planning tomorrow.  
 
 
Day Three  

 Look back at your plan. Go to literacy shed  
https://www.literacyshed.com/home.html -  Click on the genre that you are doing – for example – 
The Adventure Shed is adventure stories- and watch two videos. As you are watching, add any phrases 
or ideas to your inspiration station on your planning box.  
 

 In the back of your yellow book, write some words you might want to use in your story. For 
example, in a scary story you might want to use: 
- Creepy  
- Sneak 
- Dark  
- Gloomy  
- Chilling  
- Whispered  
 

On   https://www.thesaurus.com/ type in the words you have written down and see if you can find 
some adventurous vocabulary to add to your plan.    
 
 
Day Four  
 

 Write the GAP at the top of the page and start to write your story. You can do this on computer 
if you would like too.  

 You must remember your story must only be 500 words (and you can only go 50 words over) 
so your action/ main story needs to begin straight away. It is more like writing one short 
chapter in the middle of a book than a story. Think back to the 500 word stories you listened 
to and how the authors did this- the authors of these stories were children too.  

 Write the first paragraph of your story.  

 Once you have done this, check back to your plan- does it meet your GAP? Have you used how 
will I meet my purpose?  

 Have an adult or sibling read your paragraph aloud exactly how it is written. Edit what you 
need to and remember: 
- Capital letters and full stops  
- Check spellings carefully using a dictionary or the internet.  
- Not using conjunctions at the start of sentences (and, also, because)  
- That each sentence makes sense 
- Only using punctuation for a reason and when it’s needed.  

https://www.literacyshed.com/home.html
https://www.thesaurus.com/


Day Five  
 

 Read the story again. 

 Count how many words you already have written and remember you only have 550.  

 Write the word count in the margin.  

 Continue with your story, you should be able to finish this today.  

 Once you have done this, check back to your plan- does it meet your GAP? Have you used how 
will I meet my purpose?  

 Have an adult or sibling read your paragraph aloud exactly how it is written. Edit what you 
need to and remember: 
- Capital letters and full stops  
- Check spellings carefully using a dictionary or the internet.  
- Not using conjunctions at the start of sentences (and, also, because)  
- That each sentence makes sense 
- Only using punctuation for a reason and when it’s needed.  

 
If you would like any feedback on your work we would love to help!  Just send us it an email and 
you complete any corrections on Day Six.  
 
 
Day six  
 

 Read over your work once more and read it aloud, not only to check sense but so someone 
else is able to hear your fantastic work.  

 Draw a book cover for your story that reflects what it is about.  

 Send your book cover and 500-word story to Miss Birrell, Miss Hooson and Miss Millar. We 
already so excited to read them and hope to share some of the ones we receive on the school 
website and social media.   

 
Good luck wonderful Year Sixes!  
 


