
Week beginning 20th April 2020 

Literacy Lesson 1 

I hope you have all had a lovely Easter holiday. 

 Let’s get started with Literacy Lesson 1… 

Now that you know the story ‘Heroes of Troy’ and have written your own version, it is coming 

to the end of our learning of the Ancient Greeks. As a way to end this topic, it is now your 

turn to imagine you are a Greek soldier about to go to war with Troy for 10 years. 

As a soldier, write a letter to your loved ones at home explaining how you’re feeling and what 

is happening around you. There’s an example below of a letter from a soldier during World 

War 2 so you can follow the structure to guide you with how to write it. We looked at this 

letter in school before it was closed so think back to when we read it. 

You could include the following ideas in your letter: 

 Think about who you want to write on behalf of and who you would write to. You could 

pretend to be Helen and write an apology to King Menelaus for leaving him and going to 

Troy with Paris. What would the address be that you write to? 

 First paragraph - Start off with why you’re writing the letter. 

 Second paragraph - Tell the reader what has happened so far. Some key points from 

‘Heroes of Troy’ that you could mention are: King Menelaus wanted heroes to join the 

army; he was angry that Helen left him; and the heroes didn’t particular want to join 

the army for different reasons. 

 Ending – Say what you want to happen in the future and how you think the war will end. 

You could mention the Trojan Horse. 

 

As always, in your writing, you still need to remember your full stops and capital letters. 

Make sure you write in paragraphs and use as much of the  grammar and punctuation you have 

learnt this year: semi colons, brackets, different sentence structures and commas after 

fronted adverbials. 



 

 

 

 



Week beginning 20th April 2020 

Literacy Lesson 2 – Read this news report on the volcanic eruption in Pompeii. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Roman Times 
Pumice Pours Over Pompeii 

 

 

26th August, 79 A.D. 

Written by B.Slatter 

 

Yesterday, the city of Pompeii was 

wiped out after the volcano, Mount 

Vesuvius, erupted covering the city in 

millions of tonnes of volcanic ash and 

debris. It is estimated that over 2000 

people were killed in the catastrophe. 

Those who escaped lost everything and 

have been forced to start a new life in 

other parts of Italy.  

The first warning signs began at 6pm 

yesterday evening when a cloud of black 

smoke, shaped like a pine tree, was spotted 

over the volcano. Later that evening, a 

wave of hot ash, rocks and gasses began to 

rain down over the North side of Pompeii. 

Although most people evacuated the city at 

this time, many refused to leave their 

homes and possessions. Despite people’s 

best attempts to shelter in homes from the 

falling pumice, toxic gas and blistering hot 

ash made it almost impossible to breath. 

Without warning, a molten rock and 

poisonous gas poured down the mountain: 

it was so hot and surged so quickly it 

swallowed everything and everyone in its 

path.  

Julius, an 18 year old survivor, reported 

that, “A cloud of ash made it impossible to 

see and all that could be heard were 

shrieks and groans of both young and old.” 

After showing us the burns on his arms 

and legs, he went on to tell us, “Those who 

escaped soothed their burns in the river for 

hours after the eruption, yet some were so  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A cloud of ash and volcanic debris falls on 

the city 

 

scolded they did not survive.” Mariana, 

who wrapped a toga around her face to 

avoid suffocating in the ash cloud, refused 

to accept the eruption as a natural tragedy 

and claimed, “The gods are punishing us 

for the sins of our city!” 

By the time the eruption spluttered to an 

end early this morning, Pompeii was 

buried: a blanket, consisting of millions of 

tons of volcanic ash, covered the city. 

Nevertheless, many survivors returned in 

hope of finding lost family and friends.  

Unfortunately, the blistering heat of the 

ash and rocks made it impossible to dig for 

survivors. Therefore, many have now left 

the Bay of Naples to search for a new life 

in the big cities, especially Rome. Will 

Pompeii ever be rebuilt? Will the people 

be remembered?  Only time will tell what 

will happen to the great city destroyed in a 

day. 



Literacy Lesson 2 continued… 

We are now moving onto learning about volcanoes around the world. Using the information 

from the news report, fill in these boxes to help you understand the effects Mount Vesuvius 

had on land and people. 

Think about: Box number 1 - What happened to the land when it erupted? Box number 2 - 

How did the people feel? Box number 3 – How did their families feel? 

 



Week beginning 20th April 2020 

Literacy Lesson 3 

Spend half an hour on DoodleEnglish and half an hour on DoodleSpell. Try and beat your 

teacher’s score and remember to message them if you’re stuck on anything. 

 

Week beginning 20th April 2020 

Literacy Lesson 4 

It’s time to look at a different volcano and compare it with Mount Vesuvius. Research the 

name of a famous volcano and fill in the boxes below. Find out where the volcano is and what 

effect it has had on the people who live nearby.  

Here’s a clue or an idea for you to read about: there’s a famous volcano in Iceland that 

erupted in 2010 – when some of you were born! It caused a lot of disruption; find out how. 

 

 

How do the effects compare with Mount Vesuvius? Compare means: are there any similarities 

and differences between the two? 

 



 

Week beginning 20th April 2020 

Literacy Lesson 5 

It’s SPaG Time! 

Just before we closed the school, we learnt about relative clauses. Let’s recap on these. 

 

 

 

 

 

Relative pronouns vary depending on the person or thing they refer to: 

‘Who’ refers to a person or people. 

‘Which’ refers to a thing, a place or animals. 

‘That’ refers to a thing, a place or a person. 

‘When’ refers to a time. 

‘Where’ refers to a place. 

 

Examples – the underlined and bold parts are relative clauses. Look at the punctuation – 

you can separate the relative clause and the independent clause using commas, brackets 

or dashes. 

Matthew - who was in his bedroom - was playing the guitar. 

This gives extra information about Matthew. 

Mallorca (where we go on holiday) is a Spanish island. 

This gives extra information about Mallorca. 

She gave her dad a card, which she had designed and made herself.  

This gives extra information about the card. 

 

Winston Churchill, who was a great writer and painter, led England through the Second 

World War.  

This gives extra information about Winston Churchill. 

 

Now it’s your turn to identify (find) the relative clauses in the sentences below. Remember, 

they always start with a relative pronoun and give extra information about the noun. 

A relative clause is a type of subordinate clause 

which adapts, describes or modifies a noun by using 

a relative pronoun. Relative clauses are used to 

create complex sentences, and they avoid using the 

same pronoun twice in two separate sentences. 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-e-1118-using-subordinate-clauses-teaching-powerpoint
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-e-41614-relative-pronouns-display-poster


 

Underline the relative clauses in these sentences. They can be found in the middle of a 

sentence or at the end. 

 

 

If you need any help with any work you have been provided, don’t hesitate to email us: 

year5@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 

There’s also lots of resources like Powerpoints and extra worksheets to help you out with 

anything we set you on a website called ‘Twinkl’. Use the password: UKTWINKLHELPS to 

have free access to all their resources. 

Send us photos of everything you’re doing at home – it’s lovely to see all the activities you’re 

getting on with. 

 

From Miss Whitworth, Miss Childs and Miss Booth 

mailto:year5@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk

