
Enquiry lesson 1: 

For our enquiry this half term, we’re going to be looking at volcanoes.  

Your first task is to watch the volcano video (or read the information sheet 

attached if you can’t access the video) and answer some questions about 

volcanoes below. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/zd9cxyc 

What is a volcano? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

What is molten rock more commonly known as? 

_______________________________________ 

What is a volcanic bomb?  

________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Why do you think volcanoes are dangerous? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

What could the benefits of a volcanic eruption be?  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/zd9cxyc


 

Lesson 1 information sheet if you cannot use the internet. 
 
What are volcanoes? 
A volcano is an opening in the Earth’s crust that allows magma, hot ash and 
gases to escape. Volcanoes can look like mountains or small hills, depending on 
what type they are. 
 
Magma is molten rock - rock that is so hot it has turned into liquid. When 
magma reaches the surface of the Earth it is called lava and comes out of the 
volcano as a volcanic eruption, along with gases and ash. 
 
Volcanic eruptions: 
Most volcanic eruptions are caused by tectonic plates moving towards each 
other, which usually produces violent eruptions. Other volcanoes, such as 
Mauna Loa in Hawaii are caused by hot spots in the Earth’s crust. These do not 
erupt violently and lava usually flows slowly out of them. 
 
Eruptions from volcanoes can be very dangerous. They can produce: 
- Pyroclastic flows are fast moving 

clouds of hot ash, gas and rock.  
- Small pieces of rock and glass 

that can be carried in the air for 
many kilometres. 

- volcanic bombs are large bits of 
very hot rock blown out of a 
volcano. 

 
Volcanoes can, however, help people 
living near them earn money by 
bringing in tourists to the area. After a volcanic eruption, the lava and ash 

break down and produce nutrients for the soil so the quality of crops is better. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Enquiry lesson 2: 

Vulcan 

Vulcan was the Roman god of fire. If you think back to our Ancient Greek 

enquiry, Vulcan is believed to be the Roman’s version of the Greek god 

Hephaestus as they were both linked to fire. He has a very interesting back-

story, which you can find on the information sheet. 

Task: Read the information sheet about Vulcan and create a fact file for him. 

You can use the template provided or create your own. Feel free to do your 

own research too.  

Some useful website links you could use: 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Vulcan_(mythology) 

https://greekgodsandgoddesses.net/gods/vulcan/ 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Vulcan_(mythology)
https://greekgodsandgoddesses.net/gods/vulcan/


 

Fact file 

They were best known for: 

 

 

 

Name: 

 

Parents: 

 

Where do they live? 

 

How were they worshipped? 

 

 

 

Facts: 

 

 



Vulcan information sheet 

Vulcan was born to parents Jupiter and Juno, the king and queen of the Roman 

gods. With parents such as his, everyone believed that Vulcan would be a 

beautiful and very talented baby. However, when he was born, Vulcan was 

very small and ugly, not what his mother had been expecting at all! Juno was 

so horrified at the sight of her baby that she threw him off the top of Mount 

Olympus. 

It is said that poor baby Vulcan fell for a day and a night before plunging into 

the sea. He hit the water so hard and fast that he broke one of his legs. He fell 

deeper and deeper into the sea and was eventually found by the sea nymph 

called Thetis. She took Vulcan in and raised him as her son. His broken leg 

never healed properly and as a result it caused him to limp, even as an adult.  

Life with Thetis was good and Vulcan was very happy. He made friends with 

the dolphins and his toys were made from pearls. Once day, he was exploring a 

beach when he spotted men and a fire. He watched them for several hours, 

fascinated with the flames; he had never seen anything like it before. When 

they left the beach, Vulcan took the coals back to his home. He began to 

experiment with the flames and he noticed that it burnt many things. 

Eventually, he realised that not all things burned in fire, in fact, he could make 

some stones turn into beautiful metals.  

Over the coming weeks, he experimented with the 

metals, making knives and tools for his foster 

mother Thesis. He made swords, shields and 

jewellery too.  

Thesis was invited to a dinner party on Mount 

Olympus; she attended wearing one of the 

stunning necklaces made for her by Vulcan. Juno 

was amazed at its beauty and asked where Thesis 

had got it from, Thesis tried to change the subject but eventually, Juno realised 

it had been made by Vulcan, the son she had so cruelly rejected. 

Immediately, Juno ordered Vulcan to return to live on Mount Olympus. Vulcan 

was unhappy about this so he tricked his mother Juno. He created a beautiful 

throne for her as a gift. Once she sat upon it, unbreakable chains wrapped 

round her and she could not break free. Eventually, after three days and 



nights, his father, Jupiter, agreed to give Vulcan a beautiful wife if he would 

free his mother. 

Venus (the goddess of beauty) was given to Vulcan as a wife and he was very 

happy. They lived together under Mount Etna where Vulcan had his own forge 

to create weapons and riches for the gods and goddesses. Unfortunately, 

Venus was very beautiful and also very unfaithful, this angered and upset 

Vulcan. It is said that every time Vulcan was angry, his anger would cause the 

volcano to erupt. As a result of this, the Romans tried to keep Vulcan happy. 

Interesting facts: 

The Vulcanalia festival was held on the 23rd of August by the Romans to pay 

tribute to the god Vulcan. This was the time of year when crops were most 

likely to be destroyed by the summer heat - it is believed the festival was to try 

and protect these crops. 

It was celebrated by lighting 

huge bonfires and throwing 

small animals and fish into it as 

sacrifices. 

The eruption of Mount Vesuvius 

happened the day after the 

festival of Vulcanalia took place. 

Some modern branches of Paganism still worship Vulcan and celebrate 

Vulcanalia every year. They light bonfires but thrown in grains like corn rather 

than live animals. This is because granaries were most at risk of burning during 

Roman times.  

The well known sci-fi series Star Trek also used the 

character Vulcan. Vulcans were said to come from the 

planet Vulcan which was full of volcanoes. The Vulcans 

in Star Trek were also skilled creators.  

 

 

 



Enquiry lesson 3: 

Your task for this lesson is to understand what causes a volcanic eruption. Last 

lesson, you looked at the Roman god, Vulcan, today you’re going to look at the 

scientific reasons why a volcano erupts. There are three tasks to complete. 

Task 1: 

Read through the powerpoint on volcanoes. 

Task 2: 

What is the ring of fire? (Slide 5) 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

What are the three stages of a volcano? (Slide 7) 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

Task 3: 

Label the parts of a volcano, look at the information on slide 9 to help you. The 

diagram is on the next page. Use the labels below to help you. Check your 

labels against the answer sheet when you’ve finished – how many did you get 

correct? 

vent     ash cloud    layers of ash 

 lava     conduit  magma chamber  

 

Challenge: can you research and find out, what is the difference between 

magma and lava?



Task 3 – label the volcano 



Answers to label task: 


