
Wolds Learning Partnership - A family of schools with shared values 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
31st January 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
As the cold weather really starts to set in, I wanted to update you on the procedures and expectations we have for 
managing the school in the cold weather.  
 
Gritting and snow clearing 
Although we take a proactive approach to managing the site, all parents, carers and children need to be aware that 
we cannot ensure that the whole site will always be completely free of ice and snow. The playground will always be 
checked before playtime and lunchtime to ensure it is as safe as possible.  
 
In the morning, the following routes will always be gritted: 

 A direct route from the playground gate to the Year 3/4 entrance 

 A direct route from the front gate to the reception office.  

Care should still be taken when using these routes.  

 

Clothing and playing outside 
During wintry weather, we expect all parents to ensure their child comes to school with appropriate clothing. As we 
have a duty of care to all children, where children come to school without jackets – or on certain days, in shorts – we 
will not allow them to play outside if it is deemed to be too cold. Please also ensure that your child’s shoes have 
appropriate tread to minimise the risk of slips and falls.  
 
When we do have suitable snowfall, my belief is that we should make the most of it and play in it. This includes the 
option for children to throw snowballs if they wish to. This is a carefully managed activity, and is directly supervised 
by myself or Mrs Carlisle in my absence. The process is as follows: 

 The snow is checked to ensure it is appropriate ‘snowball’ snow and that it is clear of other debris. 

 A space on the field is sectioned off as the ‘snowball zone’.  

 Children make the choice if they wish to take part, but as part of this acknowledge that if they choose to take 

part they may be hit by snowballs.  

 Only children who have sturdy boots (ideally wellies), coats and gloves can take part. 

 Snowballs should never be thrown at heads or faces, shouldn’t be thrown in groups or out of the zone.  

If you do not wish for your child to take part, please make sure you make this clear with your child. We have run this 
approach for the last 4 years and it has always been very successful.  
 
School closures                 
The school always intends to remain open through inclement weather, where safe to do so. A number of factors can 
determine school closures such as premises issues (no heating or water), instruction to close from external bodies 
(such as the police or Local Authority in extreme circumstances), however the most likely cause of closure is due to 
staffing. In order to ensure safety, we have to ensure an appropriate adult:child ratio in school. Although a small 
number of our staff live in Pocklington, the overwhelming majority travel into Pocklington from some distance, 
including requiring travel down un-gritted and un-cleared roads.  
Where too many staff are unable to get to school, I cannot open the school as I will be unable to ensure appropriate 
ratios for safe care are in place.  
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If the school is going to be closed, we will communicate this with you in the following ways: 

 The front page of the website (www.pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk) 

 A text will be sent out as soon as possible 

 Local radio stations will be alerted. 

If you have any questions about anything detailed in this letter, please contact the school office.  
 
Thanks,  
 
 
 
Mr A Reppold 
Headteacher 
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