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6th July 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As you may be aware, following the publication and subsequent announcement by the Secretary of State for 
Education, schools will be reopening to all year groups from September. Our schools will look and work very differently 
I expect, as the guidance will continue to place restrictions on many aspects of school life. 
 
I am conscious that you as parents and our children will want, understandably, amongst all the headlines and media 
stories, to hear how our school will be seeking to make the necessary changes to keep children and colleagues safe. 
 
We recognise that urgency, but would also ask for your patience and understanding. We have through this crisis sought 
to act with great care, considering all the issues, before undertaking detailed planning. Matters that involve the health 
of children and colleagues should be dealt with in such a manner. 
 
This process continued last week, with the revised publication of the existing guidelines and a completely new set of 
guidance for September. Over the next few days, our Charitable Trust, Governing Body and schools, including 
Pocklington Junior School, will be formulating those proposals with the intent of sharing these with parents at the 
earliest opportunity.  
 
I know some of our parents will be keen for their child to return, while others may still be anxious. As a parent myself, 
I expect we share many emotions, from wanting to see our child learning, with friends and happy in school, while also 
being aware of the recent headlines as transmission rates have increased in parts of the country. 
 
We will, therefore, as the teachers of your children do our very best, as we want our community to be safe, to make 
sure your child is happy and however hard your child has worked under your home tutoring - we understand that 
remote learning can never replace the experience of being with your teacher in the classroom, in school. For our ‘key 
worker’ children who have been in school throughout lockdown, we know in September, they will also need our 
continued care and support, whilst you continue to undertake your critical care work. As we plan, all these factors are 
very much in mind, especially for Year 6s who will be taking Sats at the end of the academic year. 
 
If the announcement from the Government does raise queries or cause anxiety, then please contact our school using 
admin@pocklingtonjuniorschool.co.uk 
 
 We are not medically trained, nor would we as professionals seek to comment on the current guidance, but as 
teachers we know our responsibilities, as we have throughout this crisis and we will continue to try our hardest for 
you and your child.    
 
Finally, I would like to thank you for your support. The kind telephone calls, emails and letters have meant a huge 
amount. It has been an exceptionally difficult time for our children, parents and colleagues and it means a lot when in 
the midst of a crisis, people take a few moments to show kindness and to empathise, however difficult their own 
situation – thank you. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Mrs Sarah Carlisle 
Head of School 

Pocklington Community Junior School 
65 Kirkland Street, Pocklington, York YO42 2BX 

Telephone:  01759 302224 
Email: admin@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 
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