
   

Return to School: Autumn Term Provision 
Dear parents and carers, 

The last few months have brought great challenge and I am so very proud of our pupils, who have throughout this 
;me, either in school or working at home, con;nued to try hard to complete their home learning. I am also so very 
grateful to you, for your support over these months in helping to educate your child at home or trus;ng their care to 
us during a pandemic. Your kind words and le?ers have meant so much and helped myself and my colleagues to 
con;nue to provide educa;on both within in our school and remotely. 

In September we are excited by the prospect of welcoming back all our children into our school community, being 
taught once again, in a class with their teacher. We know these months away from school will cause some of our 
pupils to be anxious and you yourself may also be worried about them returning to school. Please be reassured that 
we have plans in place to help our children on return to school, star;ng with the informa;on gathered from the All 
About Me form which has already been collated and any concerns passed on to class teachers. 

Over the last few months, we have implemented a range of measures, such as new drop off and collec;on points, 
staggered start ;mes, lunches in classrooms and specific areas to play, to list but a few. All the changes have been 
made to ensure the con;nued safety of the children and will soon become our ‘normal’ in many ways, but it remains 
our aim that the school con;nues to be a safe, happy and warm place for our children. I sincerely hope that despite 
the changes, your child s;ll feels that the school is a great place to be. 

The guidance for the reopening of schools was published by government just over a week ago. Colleagues have since 
that point worked to review the guidance, to read through the now amended historical guidance, to comply with 
Health and Safety Execu;ve direc;ves and to a?end the regional briefings with Public Health England. It is clear, from 
all the documenta;on and mee;ngs that our schools will need to be very different come September. Using this 
guidance and educa;onal research, as part of the Learning Partnership Trust, with Pocklington Junior School, 
Stamford Bridge Primary School, Melbourne School, Woldgate School and LongcroS School, we have established 
three key aims that will apply to all schools. These are: maintaining the safety and wellbeing of our children and 
colleagues, op;mising teaching and learning and the development of technology to enhance learning. 

The Safety and Wellbeing of our Children and Colleagues. 

We have over the last few months made extensive changes to our school. In September, children will be given a 
specific ;me to arrive at school. To keep children safe, we will con;nue to keep them in ‘bubbles’ with other pupils of 
a similar age. These ‘bubbles’ will work and play separately, with our colleagues caring for and suppor;ng these 
children upon their return to school, whilst also ensuring they remain happy and safe. 
Your support in helping to keep our community safe is vitally important and I am so grateful to all our parents who 
have made these arrangements for the children already in school so successful. Clearly, we will need your support 
not only in school though, as children will need to remain in these ‘bubbles’ before and aSer school, to ensure our 
community remains safe. The arrangements, therefore, for your child arriving at school and leaving our site are very 
important. 
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Schedule for September 
Monday 7th September:  Training Day 
Tuesday 8th September:  Training Day 
Wednesday 9th September: New Year 3 pupils only back to school 
Thursday 10th September: All pupils back to school 
Friday 11th September:  All pupils in school 

Bubbles 
Following Government guidance, the children will s;ll be placed in bubbles. 
• A bubble is a small group of children and adults learning, ea;ng and playing within a designated area to minimise 

contact and mixing.  
• Each bubble has a designated classroom with their own toilets, washing facili;es and educa;onal resources. 
• From September, year 3 and 4 children will form one bubble, known as Lower School bubble and year 5 and 6 

children will form a second bubble known as Upper School bubble.  
• During lesson ;mes, the children will be taught in their own class bubble with a teacher and in most cases a 

teaching assistant.  

Arrival and departure at school 
In order to ease conges;on at points of entry around school, children will enter the building at 8.20am following the 
arrows for their year group. These will be clearly marked on the playground, star;ng at the gates. There will be two 
main entrances iden;fied for both morning drop off and end of day collec;on. Please refer to the table below to 
ensure you arrive at the correct entrance.  

Members of staff will be on the playground upon arrival at 8.20am to guide your child to the correct door. At the end 
of the school day, your child’s teacher will bring them onto the playground for collec;on. 

Please can parents avoid arriving early to collect children to avoid unnecessary conges;on. 

We would ask for your support in preparing your child for these new arrangements to enable them to enter school 
confidently and independently. 

We shall con;nue to provide hand sani;ser (specialised 24hr ac;ve) for children to use at the start of the school day. 

Details of entrance and school day Cmings:     
  
 Start of the School Day 

  

Year group Entrance Drop off Cme

Years 3 and 4 Main playground entrance and children 
follow the arrows to their door into 

school

8.20am -8.30am

Year 5 Front carpark gate and children follow 
the arrows to their door into school

8.20am -8.30am

Year 6 Front carpark gate and  children follow 
the arrows to their door into school

8.20am- 8.30am
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End of the School Day  

PlayCmes and LunchCmes 
These will be staggered where necessary to ensure minimum contact between bubbles. Children will have play;me 
on the field/playground but will be in specific areas to ensure that Lower and Upper school bubbles remain separate. 
• We will be providing a full school menu (menu is on our website) including a hot meal with vegetarian and vegan 

op;ons, jacket potatoes or filled bague?es. If your child prefers, they can bring a packed lunch. 
• The children will need to tell their teacher at morning register whether they wish to have a school meal. 

Payments can be made in the usual way using School Gateway or cash. 
• Please ensure that your child brings a coat/extra layer each day. 
• Your child will need to bring a filled water bo?le every day as the school water fountains will be out of use un;l 

further no;ce. This will need to go home every night for thorough cleaning. 
• Tuck shop will be open at play;mes as usual. 

Uniform and Equipment  
Children should come to school in their school uniform with a pair of school shoes suitable for outdoor play. At this 
point, we will not be expec;ng the children to change shoes, but a pair of wellingtons may come in useful should the 
weather become wet as we would like to ensure that the children get out onto their designated play area as much as 
possible. 

For safety purposes, please can you provide your child with a simple, wipe clean pencil case with coloured crayons, a 
rubber and a drawing pencil. School will provide each child with a wri;ng pencil and ruler which will remain with 
them so that there is no possibility of cross contamina;on.  

As everyone’s safety is our prime concern, we ask that children only bring water, hats/gloves, coat and packed lunch 
(if you have chosen this op;on) in a single bag. Your child’s school reading book will also be able to be transported 
between school and home. Please do not allow your child to bring toys or play equipment to school. 

PE clothing should be brought to school in a named PE bag and will remain in school, being taken home at the 
weekend for washing. 

Hair and Jewellery 
We would ask that children do not come to school wearing any jewellery, including smart watches. Where children 
have pierced ears, studs are acceptable but must be covered up during PE lessons. Please can pupils with shoulder 
length hair (or longer), be provided with a hair bobble to ;e it back during PE lessons. 

Wrap Around Care  
Early Doors Breakfast Club will resume and we will provide an ASer School Homework club, but with some 
differences. Under the Government guidance, we are able to provide wrap around care for small, consistent groups.  

We will therefore be running: one Lower School and one Upper School breakfast club. This will run between 7.30am 
and 8.30am. 

Year group Entrance WaiCng Exit CollecCon Time

Years 3 and 4 Main playground 
entrance

Please wait for your 
child in the marked area 

of the playground

Front car park 
gate

3pm

Year 5 Main playground 
entrance

Please wait for your 
child in the marked area 

of the playground

Front car park 
gate

3pm

Year 6 Main playground 
entrance

Please wait for your 
child in the marked area 

of the playground

Front car park 
gate

3pm
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We will also be running one Lower School and one Upper school aSer school homework Club which will run from 
3pm to 4pm. 

For both clubs, we will be asking parents to book in advance, one half term at a ;me and a le?er will be coming out 
shortly with the Early Doors Club booking form. The Homework Club booking form will be sent out during our first 
few days back in September. Spaces will be limited to 20 pupils in each club and will be allocated on a first come first 
served basis. We will be unable to take any last minute bookings.  

Close Contact – First Aid and Illness  
Each bubble will be provided with a first aid kit and has at least one trained first aider within the bubble. Staff will 
wear PPE equipment (gloves, mask, apron and eye wear) whilst trea;ng children should first aid or in;mate care be 
required. If pupils become unwell or develop symptoms of Covid-19 during the school day, they will be moved to a 
well ven;lated room in the main school, where they will remain with a designated member of staff un;l their parent 
comes to collect them from the front office. 

Further ProtecCve Measures  
Regular cleaning of used areas, social distancing, good personal hygiene and thorough handwashing are promoted by 
the government guidance as being the most effec;ve way of preven;ng viral spread. The cleaning staff have kept the 
school thoroughly cleaned during the lockdown period. We shall con;nue to complete a daily clean – ensuring door 
handles, desks etc. are fully disinfected at regular intervals throughout the day. Internal doors (and external where 
possible) will be kept open as much as possible to avoid extra touching of door handles and to ensure good 
ven;la;on of classrooms. 

Children will need to play their part too by ensuring li?er and ;ssues go in the lidded bin, equipment isn’t shared and 
hands are washed regularly. We will be promo;ng the ‘Catch it, Kill it, Bin it’ approach to personal hygiene and age 
appropriate signs are displayed in classrooms and around the school to provide reminders.    

Contact with teachers and the Office staff 
To help keep our staff safe, we would kindly request that parents and carers do not congregate around the entrances 
to school or wait in the school recep;on area. If you wish to arrange to speak to your child’s teacher, please either 
telephone the office on 01759 302224 to arrange a telephone appointment or if it is less urgent, email the school at 
admin@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk  

Teaching and Learning 

We an;cipate, however hard we have all tried, that our children will have ‘gaps’ within their learning. They will 
therefore need our support to ensure they are confident in the knowledge that has been taught remotely and feel 
able to progress onto the content we would have normally started to deliver as they progressed onto the next year 
group. 

To help our children fill the gaps in their learning and to ensure that no child is leS behind, our school, as part of the 
Wolds Learning Partnership, has worked to create posi;ve changes to our school day. These changes will make our 
schools safe and will also provide an unrivalled experience for our children, as we know each child will need 
individual support and more teaching ;me than normal, to make the academic progress we would expect. 

Our school week will, from September, offer addi;onal learning opportuni;es at the end of the school day. This will 
include a homework club, one to one or small group tui;on led by teachers and teaching assistants, ELSA work and 
life skills classes. These will commence in the week beginning 14th September and you will be informed in the week 
7th September whether your child has been selected to a?end one of them. It is our inten;on that over the course of 
the term, most children will be invited to a?end. To access the homework club, please see the informa;on above on 
wrap around care.   
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The ;metable below illustrates what a typical school day will look like in the autumn term: 

Our staff are determined to support your child in making accelerated progress, in receiving more educa;on within a 
week, ensuring they have the personalised individual support needed and small group tui;on together with 
opportuni;es to further develop their wellbeing and life skills. 

MyLearning 

Parents will be aware that our school has launched the MyLearning plaoorm, to help provide learning materials 
outside of the classroom. We invested in technology during the pandemic to improve the quality of our remote 
learning. Schools have for genera;ons taught children in classrooms and the move from this model to where learning 
is delivered online, in a few months, has brought great challenges.  

We have though sought to ensure our model, unlike well known plaoorms or video conferencing applica;ons, is safe. 
Once your child logs into this plaoorm, they can work in a safe ‘virtual’ environment overseen by our staff, with 
‘firewalls’ and virus soSware protec;ng your child from those on the web who have acted maliciously. The 
MyLearning plaoorm is completely safe. The quality of the learning, the methods by which children communicate 
and the fact that our teachers are teaching content that would be taught at school, will make a tremendous 
difference to our children now and in the future. 

We will from September be con;nuing to invest, with the support of colleagues, in this experience so children 
learning in school and at home can flourish which is a transforma;on in how we learn in this new technological age 
in a safe and supervised place online. 

I am truly excited and cannot wait to see our children again and to be together as a community. We will with our new 
school day and smaller community ‘bubbles’ work hard to keep your child safe. Our school day and week will 
priori;se your child’s needs. More ;me learning, one to one tui;on and small group tui;on, addi;onal lessons as 
needed happening throughout the week aSer school means that no child will be leS behind. This is a great 
opportunity for every child to succeed. 

I am also very pleased to be able to offer the wealth of enrichment opportuni;es bespoke to our school which will 
provide a chance for your child to learn new skills and knowledge, beyond the formal curriculum. 

Finally, the introduc;on of a high quality and safe remote learning plaoorm which your child can access on our new 
computers in our daily homework club aSer school, or at home will support their learning in lessons. We envisage 

Timings Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

7.30am to 8.30am Early doors provision for the two bubbles 

8.20am Children arrive at school following the marked arrows for each bubble to their designated 
entrance. 

8.30am Registra;on  and lessons begin

3pm Children can be picked up unless they have been selected to take part in extra tui;on or 
opted to a?end the homework club.

3pm to 4pm Two days a week aSer 
school tui;on will be run by 
teachers. Children will be 
invited to a?end based on 
assessments of gaps in 
learning.

 ASer school homework 
club for the two bubbles.

Extra tui;on, ELSA classes 
and life skills run by 
teaching assistants.
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using it as a great way to allow your child to access teaching materials ahead of their lessons giving them a head start 
in their learning which will also help to develop their confidence. 

This crisis has tested us all, but my colleagues, our school and this Trust has an exci;ng vision for the Autumn Term. 
These arrangements maybe different, but we truly believe they will help your child return to school safely, accelerate 
their learning and access new technologies. We believe and hope that you will support your community and 
welcome the opportuni;es September brings, as we do all we can throughout the term ahead, to make the 
difference and to warmly welcome our children back to school. 

We will also contact you once again, with the latest guidance in August, in advance of the start of term outlining any 
changes and how they might impact our school and community. 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the parents, staff, governors and children for the wonderful 
support I have received. It has meant an awful lot to me to be part of such a wonderful community school and I wish 
you all a lovely break over the summer and look forward to seeing you at the start of September.  

Very best wishes, 

 
Sarah Carlisle 
Head of School 
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