
Week 4th May     Science Lesson 
This week we are going to be looking at more examples where we can draw and interpret 
graphs. I have been collecting data on animals I have seen.  
This first table and graph shows some animals that I saw in the school pond.  

Animal Newt Pond 
skater 

Water 
boatman 

Water snail Water flea 

Number seen 3 (1 adult and 
2 tadpoles) 

3 6 10 6 

 
Task 1  
Answer these questions about my data: 

1. Which was the most common( the one I saw the most) animal that I saw? 

2. What was the difference between the number of water snails and pond skaters that I 

saw? 

3. Which animal did I see the least of? 

4. Why do you think some animals might be harder to see in a pond? 

5. If I looked for double the time, do you think I would see double the number of 

animals? Why do you think this? 

6. Do you think I would see the same number of animals at different times of day? 

7. What problems might I have when counting the animals I am seeing?  

Have a look at the answers on the next page and think about some of problems scientists 
have when they are studying animals in the wild.  
Task 2 
Now you have a go at drawing a graph of the animals I saw on my walk. Use the 
instructions for graph drawing from last week to help you.  
Animals seen 
on my walk 

Blackbirds Ducks Geese Bees Butterflies 

Number of 
animals seen 

5 2 10 5 8 

Underneath your graph write some sentences to explain what your graph shows. You may 
use these sentence starts to help you: 
The most common animal seen on the walk was … 
Mrs Wells saw more …. than …. 
Mrs Wells only saw …. ducks. 
To see more animals, I think Mrs Wells should …. 



 
Extra challenge task 

1. Next, I went on a minibeast hunt in my garden. I looked under some stones and logs. 

I saw a lot of minibeasts and had to count quickly! Draw a graph of this data. You may 

have to go up in 2s or 5s to fit these higher numbers on. 

Type of 

minibeast: 

woodlice ants centipedes slugs spiders 

Number 

seen: 

27 33 2 5 1 

 
2. Can you collect some wildlife data from your garden or when you are on your walk? 

You may want to collect information on birds, butterflies or minibeasts. There are 

lots of animals to see once you start looking! On the internet, you can find examples 

of what these animals look like to help you identify them. 

If you want to send any ideas or examples of your work, remember you can use the Y3/4 
email address: lower.school@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 

Answers: Task 1 questions  
1. Water snail 

2. 7 more water snails than pond skaters 

3. Newt and pond skater 

4. Some of the animals may be at the bottom of the pond and not come to the surface. 

Also, if the water in the pond isn’t clear it can make it hard to identify animals and 

count them clearly. 

5. Not necessarily. When you first arrive to start looking you will see all the things that 

are still and near the surface. As time goes by, you will only see new animals if they 

swim from the bottom.  

6. You might see more animals at dusk or dawn. There are animals that prefer to come 

out when it is cooler.  

7. When counting animals, it is easy to accidentally count the same animal twice. In the 

case of a pond an animal may swim to the bottom, out of sight, and then resurface 

and get counted again. Also, if you cannot see the animals clearly you might end up 

wrongly identifying them or miscounting them.  

Task 2 sentences to finish 
The most common animal seen on the walk were geese. 
Mrs Wells saw more …. than …. (you choose your own comparison) 
Mrs Wells only saw 2 ducks. 
To see more animals, I think Mrs Wells should …. (come up with your own suggestions eg. 
go for a longer walk, look for other kinds of animals too etc.) 
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