
Week 11th May 
SPAG lesson – apostrophes  
 
Spelling and punctuation – apostrophes for contraction 
This week we are going to start off by looking at apostrophes for contraction and carefully 
spelling these words.  
Apostrophes for contraction are used when two words have been put together and as this 
happens some letters are taken out. Contraction means the words have become shorter 
because two words have been joined together. The apostrophe shows where the missing 
letters were.  
For example: do not – don’t  
When we write words with apostrophes, we need to put the apostrophe above the above 
the main body of the letters and make sure the letters do not join underneath the 
apostrophe.  
Look at my example:  

 
Task 1 
Copy these words into your yellow book and then write the contracted version with the 
apostrophe.  
have not would not should have you are are not did not 
I am  it will has not it is we are I will 

What happens when we contact ‘will not’? How is this one different?  
 
Task 2 
Write 5 sentences that include these words with apostrophes for contraction. Can you get 
two words into one sentence?  
Example: 
I don’t want to go to the park because it hasn’t stopped raining.  
 
Extra challenge task 
Can you find any more examples where apostrophes for contraction are used? How many 
more can you think of?  
Make a poster or fact sheet about how to use apostrophes for contraction. Think about 
grouping of words that have the same contracted word (eg. all ones ending in ‘not’ or 
‘have’ or ‘will’). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grammar and punctuation – apostrophes for possession 
Apostrophes are also used to show possession. Possession means that something belongs 
to you. The apostrophe is written in the same way but it isn’t showing missing letters it is 
showing that something belongs to someone or something.  
Example:  

 
Task 1 
First let’s write some sentences with some possessive apostrophes in. Put each of these 
possessive apostrophe phrases into a sentence.  
Example: the cat’s ball 
The cat’s ball rolled onto the floor. 
 
After you have written each one, check it has the correct punctuation and is writing about 
something belonging. Ensure all the proper nouns (names) have capital letters.  
Now you try: 
Sam’s hat the tree’s leaves Bob’s sister 
the cat’s lunch  Mrs Penfold’s car the car’s wheels 

 
Task 2 
If the noun already ends in an s, you only need to add the apostrophe rather than having 
two ‘s’. 
Example: 
Mrs Wells’ family 
Now you try and write some sentences where the noun already ends in an s.  
James’ ball Chris’ bike 
the bus’ seats Mr Jones’ cat 

 
Bonus task: 
A common exception when we are using apostrophes is ‘it’s’. ‘It’s’ always is showing the 
contraction (short for ‘it is’). If you want to write ‘its’ for belonging (eg. its tail was 
wagging), you never need to put an apostrophe in.  
Which of these sentences will need an apostrophe? Write them out with an apostrophe in 
if needed. 
 

1. Its raining.  
2. I want a ride in its seat. 
3. Its legs are getting tired. 
4. Its my turn now.  
5. When will its turn be over?  

 
 



Extra Challenge 
Now you have got to grips with using apostrophes, there is one more thing to think about. 
If the word is a plural (more than one), usually it will already end in an s. This means when 
you add the apostrophe it goes after the last s (eg. The dogs’ dinners were ready – there is 
more than one dog so there are many dogs eating dinner.)  
This video explains the differences really well: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNFPnVz7JB4 
(This you tube video is called: ‘Punctuation: Using apostrophes to show singular & plural 
possession (KS2)’ if you need to search for it rather than using the link.)  
 
After you have watched the video, read these sentences and write plural or singular next to 
each one. You might want to think of or draw a picture to help you work out how many of 
each thing there are.  
 
The four puppies’ tails were wagging. 
The queen’s house is in London. 
The two cars’ tyres were flat. 
The cats’ noses were all red.  
The children’s ball was on the roof.  
The puppy’s tail was wagging. 
The car’s tyre was flat. 
James’ pen ran out of ink. 
 
Answers  
have not 
haven’t  

would not 
wouldn’t 

should have 
should’ve 

you are 
you’re 

are not 
aren’t 

did not 
didn’t 

I am  
I’m 

it will 
it’ll 

has not 
hasn’t 

it is 
it’s 

we are 
we’re 

I will 
I’ll 

won’t  
 

1. It’s raining.  
2. I want a ride in its seat. 
3. Its legs are getting tired. 
4. It’s my turn now.  
5. When will its turn be over?  

 
The four dogs’ tails were wagging. – plural (four dogs) 
The Queen’s house is in London. – singular (one queen) 
The two cars’ tyres were flat. – plural (two cars) 
The cats’ noses were all red. – plural (many cats) 
The children’s ball was on the roof. – plural (more than one child) 
The puppy’s tail was wagging. – singular (one puppy) 
The car’s tyre was flat. – singular (one car) 
James’ pen ran out of ink. - singular (one person called James) 


