
 
If  you are considering taking a term 
time holiday, please take note of  this 
information and do not book your 
holiday before you have discussed this 
with the Headteacher.  
 
At Pocklington Community Junior 
School we are committed to working 
with all other East Riding of  
Yorkshire Schools and East Riding of  
Yorkshire Council to reduce the 
number of  school days missed due to 
term time holidays. This agreement 
has been drawn up and published as a 
term time holiday policy that all 
Headteachers shall adhere to when 
considering any parental requests. 
 
Support and guidance on attendance 
is always available and if  you have any 
questions about this, or need help to 
achieve an improvement, then please 
contact the Headteacher to discuss 
this. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The East Riding of  Yorkshire’s Term 
Time Holiday Policy is supported by: 
 

 

 

 
 
Pocklington Community Junior School 
65 Kirkland Street 
Pocklington 
York 
YO42 2BX 
Tel: (01759) 302224 
Fax: (01759 301460 
Email: pcjs@eastriding.gov.uk 
Web: www.pocklingtoncommunityjuniorschool.co.uk 

 
 
Education Welfare Service 
East Riding of  Yorkshire Council 
County Hall 
Beverley 
HU17 9BA 
Tel: (01482) 392146 
Fax: (01482) 392850 
Email: education.welfare@eastriding.gov.uk 
Web: www.eastriding.gov.uk 
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Taking your children  
out of  school during  

term time  

 
 



 

Children who attend school 
regularly do better in school 

 
You are required under the Education 
Act (1996) to ensure your child attends 
school regularly.  
 
Attendance at school is very important 
for your child’s future as there is a clear 
link between attendance and attainment.  
Children who have higher levels of  
attendance achieve better.  Even a few 
days absence can impact on a child’s 
progress.  
 
There is no entitlement for you to be 
able to take your children out of  school 
for a term time holiday and there is no 
longer a provision in law for 
Headteachers to authorise an absence for 
the purpose of  a term time holiday.  
 
We advise that you do not plan for your 
child to be absent without speaking to the 
Headteacher first to obtain prior 
approval. Headteachers cannot 
retrospectively authorise absence from 
school under any circumstance. 

Time off  school for family 
holidays is not a right 

 

Headteachers may authorise time off  
during term time only in exceptional 
circumstances but will require evidence.  
 
Requests for time off  during term time 
will only be considered in the following 
circumstances: 
 

1) Service personnel returning from a tour 
of  duty abroad where it is evidenced the 
individual will not be in receipt of  any 
leave in the near future that coincides with 
school holidays 
 

2) Where an absence from school is 
recommended by a health professional as 
part of  a parent or child’s rehabilitation 
from a medical or emotional issue 
 

3) Death or terminal illness of  a person 
close to the family 
 

4) To attend a wedding or funeral of  a 
person close to the family 
 

For other absences such as religious 
observance, music examinations and 
medical/dental appointments, a letter 
should be written to the Headteacher 
outlining the event and requesting 
authorisation for your child to be absent 
from school (a copy of  the appointment 
letter is required.) 
   
 

The headteacher will not under any 
circumstance authorise holidays: 

 

 In the first six weeks of  any 
academic year  

 During assessment weeks  

 On Year six transition days 
 

The Headteacher and Governors have agreed 
this policy in conjunction with other schools 
in the Wolds cluster. Many of  our parents 
have children who attend Pocklington Infants 
and Woldgate College and a consistent 
approach between schools helps all members 
of  the schools’ wider communities to be clear 
about the policy adopted. 

Consequences of  taking an 
unauthorised term time holiday 

 
Any unauthorised absence will be recorded 
on your child’s attendance records. If  your 
request is declined and you still take your 
child out of  school each parent within your 
household will be issued with a £60 penalty 
notice for each child taken out of  school.   
If  the penalty notice remains unpaid after 
21 days, it will increase to £120.   If  after 28 
days it remains unpaid, you will be 
summoned to appear before a Magistrate to 
explain why your child has unauthorised 
school absences and you may be liable for a 
fine of  up to £1000. 
 
 


