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1st October 2018 
 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
It has been three weeks since your child started in Year 3 and we feel their transition has gone very smoothly! 
Everyone seems to have settled in to the new routine and is enjoying the autumn term’s curriculum which has a 
strong science focus on rocks and fossils. The trip to Magna went very well and was enjoyed by all; the children 
found the interactive nature of all the activities very exciting and it was wonderful to see everyone fully immersed in 
trying to make waves in the water hall and mining rocks deep down in the earth then moving them around with 
barrows and diggers! I’m sure your children will have already told you their favourite parts of the visit- possibly the 
incredible fire tornado! Classes will be following up this visit with lots of science work, tapping into the children’s 
interests and you will be invited in to school later in the term to see the result of their enquiry. 
 
To start the new academic year, we have also emphasised to all the children the importance of learning their times 
tables and spellings. In Year 3 children will be checking they know the 2x, 5x and 10 x before focussing on the 3x, 4x 
and 8x. Please help your child master these by encouraging daily practice in their orange books.  It is really important 
that your child writes out the full equation, for example, 6 x 5 =30 as whilst they are doing this, it will help them to 
remember it. If they try to find short cuts such as writing vertically down the page 1 -12 then a column of x signs  
etc… then it unlikely that they will remember their times tables.  
 
Your child will also come home with individual spellings in their yellow book to practice daily. Again, please help 
them by finding a comfortable place for them to sit at a table and encourage them to use the Look, Say, Cover, 
Write, Check approach: 
 

 Look: Read the word written in their spelling book and see if there are any patterns that will help them to 
remember it. 

 Say: Say the word out loud. This helps your child to hear any phonetic sounds. 

 Cover: Cover the word up and attempt to write it in their spelling book. This can be done in chunks by 
segmenting the word into syllables, for example the word disappoint can be split into dis/ app/oint. 

 Write: when writing the word, it is important that your child keeps checking the original spelling in their 
yellow book as they write each syllable, to check they are not spelling it incorrectly. 

 Check: Once the word has been written, your child should check it against the original to make sure they 
have not made any errors. 

 
These spellings will be checked at school but it is very helpful to your child if you are able to check them at home to 
spot any errors and help your child by going through them. Where children are not able to practice at home, we will 
expect them to attend our Home Learning Club run on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday lunchtimes. This is run by 
a member of staff who is there to help and support your child with this important learning. If your child needs to 
attend Home Learning Club, it is explained that this is a positive opportunity to help them with their learning and 
they may stay for 10 or 15 mins if they need to practice their spellings and times tables.  
 
Reading 
We have recently invested in a new reading scheme that has been carefully selected to offer a range of both modern 
and classic stories. Your child has been assessed and given the correct reading level to start off with and they have 
been shown how to change their book when they have finished. We encourage and expect all children to read every 
night from their school reading book in order to rapidly develop their reading skills in Year 3. You can help your child 
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by listening to them read every night and helping them to sound out any unfamiliar words. Talking to them about 
their book and asking comprehension style questions will also be really beneficial too. 
 
Please could you sign your child’s planner each night to indicate that they have completed their home learning tasks. 
This sends a positive message to your child that home learning is valued and both parents and teachers are working 
together to support them in their basic skills. 
 
In order for us to continue to improve the transition process, we would very much like to hear from you. Please find 
attached to this letter a Year 3 Transition Questionnaire. We do really appreciate you taking the time to help us 
improve the transition for both children and parents. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
 
 
Mrs S Carlisle 
Deputy Headteacher 
 


