
Week beginning 11th May 2020 

Literacy Lesson 1 

Thank you to all of you who sent in photos of your fantasy stories last week – they were a joy to read. 

I hope you’re looking forward to reading the next chapter of The Firework-Maker’s Daughter this 
week. 

For the next two weeks we will be learning how to write a news report.  

Let’s start with lesson 1. The aim is to summarise the main events. 

Task 1 Do you remember the news report on the volcanic eruption in Pompeii from a couple of weeks 
ago? Let’s have another look at that on the next page. 

Whilst you’re reading through, in your yellow books write down the 5 Ws. We use these all the time 
as a great way to summarise what’s happening. 

Who? 
What? 
Where? 
When? 
Why? 
 
Answer these questions as you read through. 

Who was affected by the eruption? 
What damage did the eruption cause? 
Where did this eruption happen? Where did it come from? 
When did it happen? 
Why did some people struggle to survive? 
 
Check the answers below to see whether you got all the information. 
 
Task 2 

Now use your answers to the 5 Ws to write a summary paragraph explaining the event to your reader. 
Use all the information you collected to put together in sentences. 

This is going to help you when you come to planning and writing your own news report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answers:  
Who? 2000 people were killed. People of Pompeii. Julian survived but is left scarred with burns. Mariana 
blamed the gods. 
What? Tonnes of volcanic ash and debris all over the city. Hot ash, rocks and gases covered the city. Molten 
rock and poisonous gases came down the mountain. Pompeii was buried and scolded. 
Where? Volcanic eruption from Mount Vesuvius near the city of Pompeii. 
When? The eruption happened on the 25th August, 79 AD. The news report was written the day after. 
Warning signs at 6pm on the 25th. 
Why? There were no warnings of the molten rock and poisonous gases so it stopped people escaping. The ash 
made it difficult to see where they were going. Many people didn’t want to leave their homes and 
possessions. Toxic gas made it impossible to breath. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week beginning 11th May 2020 

Literacy Lesson 2 

Our aim is to identify the features of a news report. 

Task Every genre of writing looks different. Have you noticed that news reports are written in columns? Here is a list of all the features 
found on a news report. Look at the report from last lesson and find examples of each feature. I’ve done the first one for you.  

Complete the table either on here or in your yellow books. Answers for the table are on the next page. 

 

 

 

Examples 

The Roman Times 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A date when the report was written. 



Answers for Literacy Lesson 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples 

The Roman Times 

Alliteration – Pumice Pours Over Pompeii  

26th August, 79 A.D. 

B. Slatter 

Who? X What? √ Where? √ When? √ Why? X 

Yesterday, 6pm in the evening, this morning 

Photo with the caption starting with, ‘A cloud of ash…’ 

Past tense: was spotted, poured, could be heard etc. 

Direct speech from Julian and Mariana 

Evacuated, reported that, therefore 

All the questions in the final paragraph. 

Rebuild Pompeii. People now living in Rome. 



Week beginning 11th May 2020 

Literacy Lesson 3 

Our aim today is to identify the structure of a news report. 

The structure is all about how a piece of writing is set out. Most pieces of writing are 
set out using paragraphs but it’s important to know what to write in each paragraph. 

Having a good structure helps the writing flow and makes it easier for the reader to 
understand. It means that all your information is in the right section. 
Let’s have a look at the different sections of the news report and find out what’s in each of 
them. This is going to give you a good structure for when you come to write yours. 

News reports are very important as it tells the reader everything that’s happening in 
the world. It’s a great way to keep people up to date on events and current information. 
Task 
Try and answer these 2 questions for each section in the column called ‘What’s included?’ 

1. What information does this section tell the reader? 
2. Why is this section important for the reader?  

I’ve done the first one for you. The answers to this table are on the page after it. 
 

Section What’s included? 

 

1. This section tells the reader which 
newspaper the report is in and the headline. 

2. This is important because it tells the reader 
where the event happened and a brief 
description in the headline as to what 
happened. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Answers to Literacy Lesson 3 
 

Section What’s included? 

 

1. This section tells the reader which 
newspaper the report is in and the headline. 

2. This is important because it tells the reader 
where the event happened and a brief 
description in the headline as to what 
happened. 

 

1. This section gives the reader an 
introduction as to what happened. It tells 
the reader briefly what happened, when and 
where. It also tells the reader how many 
people were killed/ 

2. This is important because it tells the reader 
how disastrous this event was and where it 
happened.  

 

1. This section tells the reader precisely when 
it happened and what the event looked like. 
It tells the reader the problems people had 
with their breathing and how it was 
difficult to escape.  

2. It’s important for the reader to understand 
how people were feeling in this event and 
the situation everyone has been left in. 

 

1. This section tells the reader about 2 
survivorS and their accounts on the event. 

2. It’s important to the reader to hear from 
those who experienced the eruption as it 
gives a true story as to what happened. 



 

1. This section is a photograph of the volcano 
and a caption to describe it. 

2. This is important so the reader can picture 
the event in their minds and understand how 
everyone must be feeling. 

 

1. This tells the reader what the city looked 
like after and the idea to rebuild it. 

2. This is important for the reader to 
understand how the eruption has affected 
the people in the city. The reader might 
have planned a trip to visit Pompeii but now 
they know they can’t visit. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week beginning 11th May 2020 

Literacy Lesson 4 

In this lesson, our aim is to understand the difference between direct and reported 
speech. 

News reports use both direct and reported speech in their writing. The report in The Roman Times 
only used direct speech from Julius and Mariana. 

Direct speech involves exact words spoken that use speech marks in a sentence. 

Reported speech, also known as indirect speech is when something someone has said is summed up, 
without writing the speech out fully. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy Lesson 4 continued on the next page 

Hi Miss Whitworth. I hope you 
had a lovely day today celebrating 
VE Day. What did you do? 

Hi Miss Booth. I had a brilliant day 
thanks. I mowed the lawn, baked 
some scones and had a BBQ.  

That sounds amazing.  

It was. Did you do anything fun? I bet 
you and your family got up to all 
sorts.  

We did. 

After our 2 minutes silence, we 
went for a long walk, looking at lots 
of different trees on our path.  

We even had many cups of tea and 
sang ‘We’ll meet again’ in our back 
garden. 

How lovely! 

VE Day 

Miss Booth and I were sending texts to one another 
last Friday (8th May) because it was Victory in 
Europe Day (VE Day). I wanted to find out what Miss 
Booth had been up to and she wanted to know what I 
did. Have a read through our messages to one 
another. 

Direct speech 

Here’s an example of the messages in direct speech. 
I have to use speech marks and say who is speaking 
just like a story. Remember, new speaker, new line. 

Miss Booth approached Miss Whitworth and said, “Hi 
Miss Whitworth. I hope you had a lovely day today 
celebrating VE Day. What did you do?” 

Miss Whitworth replied, “Hi Miss Booth. I had a 
brilliant day thanks. I mowed the lawn, baked some 
scones and had a BBQ.” 

“That sounds amazing,” Miss Booth said. 

“It was. Did you do anything fun? I bet you and your 
family got up to all sorts,” Miss Whitworth asked. 

“We did,” Miss Booth replied. “After our 2 minutes 
silence, we went for a long walk, looking at lots of 
different trees on our path. We even had many cups 
of tea and sang ‘We’ll meet again’ in our back 
garden.” 

“How lovely!” Miss Whitworth exclaimed.  

 

 

 



Literacy Lesson 4 continued… 

Reported speech 

Here’s an example of the messages in reported speech. I have to use the words, ‘she 
reported that…’ and ‘she said that…’ We don’t use speech marks in reported speech because 
you’re reporting what someone said to you. 

Examples 

Miss Booth reported that she took part in a 2 minutes silence and went for a walk to see lots 
of trees. She also said that she had many cups of tea and sang ‘We’ll meet again’ in her back 
garden. 

Miss Whitworth reported that she had a brilliant day on VE Day. She said that she mowed 
the lawn, baked some scones and had a BBQ. 

More information on direct and reported speech is on the Powerpoint on the school 
website if you need it. 

Task 1 

Contact your friend or a family member and find out what they did on VE Day.  

Task 2 

Write out your conversation using direct speech. Remember to use speech marks and start a 
new line when a new person speaks so the reader knows who’s talking. 

Task 3 

Write out your conversation using reported speech. Remember to use words like ‘he 
reported that…’ ‘she said that…’ No speech marks are needed because you are reporting it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week beginning 11th May 2020 

Literacy Lesson 5 

In this lesson, our aim is to understand chronological order. 
Chronological means time. News reports are written in time order of the events that 
happened. It helps the reader understand when certain actions have taken place. 

I would like you to read through Chapter 6 of The Firework-Maker’s Daughter (pages 
85 to 97), which is on the next 4 pages. I have jumbled up the events that happened in this 
chapter – can you put them into the correct order? 

A great way of completing this task is by looking out for words in the jumbled-up 
sentences in the story. Use your skimming and scanning skills to locate the words. Once 
you’ve found them, number the events from 1 to 5 (1 being the event that happened first in 
the chapter; 5 being the last event that happened in the chapter). Then, double-check your 
answers so you are absolutely sure by re-reading the chapter. 

There are two levels of difficulty. You can do the easier one or the harder one, or 
both! The easier one has exact words used in the text. The harder one has words that have 
been changed slightly from the text, meaning you can’t locate the exact words. Have a go and 
check your answers at the end of this document. 

Task 1 (Easier one) 
Number these events from 1-5 in the order they happen in Chapter 6. Write the numbers in 
the boxes next to each sentence.  

Chulak stroked Hamlet’s trunk to keep him calm. 

Lila and her dad hugged so tightly that they could barely breath. 

They came to the outskirts of the city.  

The king said he would spare Lalchand’s life on one condition.  

Hmalet’s trunk had knocked Chulak in the middle of his back. 

Task 2 (Harder one) 
Number these events from 1-5 in the order they happen in Chapter 6. Write the numbers in 
the boxes next to each sentence.  

Lila finds out she has 7 days to create a firework display.  

Dusk was approaching.  

Lila, Chulak and Hamlet were taken to see the king.  

The scent of food distracted Lila and Chulak as they hadn’t eaten for a whole day.  

Lila begged the king to save her dad. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Answers for Literacy Lesson 5 
Task 1 (Easier one) 
Number these events from 1-5 in the order they happen in Chapter 6. Write the numbers in 
the boxes next to each sentence.  

Chulak stroked Hamlet’s trunk to keep him calm. 

Lila and her dad hugged so tightly that they could barely breath. 

They came to the outskirts of the city.  

The king said he would spare Lalchand’s life on one condition.  

Hmalet’s trunk had knocked Chulak in the middle of his back. 

Task 2 (Harder one) 
Number these events from 1-5 in the order they happen in Chapter 6. Write the numbers in 
the boxes next to each sentence.  

Lila finds out she has 7 days to create a firework display.  

Dusk was approaching.  

Lila, Chulak and Hamlet were taken to see the king.  

The scent of food distracted Lila and Chulak as they hadn’t eaten for a whole day.  

Lila begged the king to save her dad. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you need any help with any work you have been provided, don’t hesitate to email us: 

year5@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 

Send us photos of everything you’re doing at home – it’s lovely to see all the activities you’re 
getting on with. 

From Miss Whitworth, Miss Childs and Miss Booth 
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