
Week beginning 6th July 2020 

Upper School Home Learning 

Literacy Lesson 1 

 

I hope you all had a lovely weekend and are ready for this week’s Home Learning. Last week, you 

wrote a balanced argument. This week, you’re going to write a letter. 

 

Let’s start with Lesson 1. Our aim is to identify the features of a letter. 

 

Log into your learning platform. Find the video called ‘Year 5 & 6 – Literacy – PCJS’. 

Listen to the video of Miss Whitworth showing you the features of a letter. 

  

Task 1 

Once you have listened to the video on your learning platform, identify all the features in the letter 

on the next page using your coloured pencils or highlighter. Use the checklist here to help you find 

them all and colour code the boxes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy Lesson 1 continued on next page. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week beginning 1st July 2020 

Upper School Home Learning 

Literacy Lesson 2 

 

Our aim is to use commas accurately. 

Commas have 4 different functions. Here they are: 

 

Commas are only used for these 4 reasons. They are not used because you think the reader needs 

to breath at a certain point. Whenever you use a comma, you need to think which of these 4 applies. 

We will look at them in more detail in these next 2 lessons. 

Let’s look at the first 2 reasons for using commas in this lesson: 

1. Commas separate items in a list. 

2. A comma separates a subordinate clause from a main clause at the start of a sentence. 

Task 1 

We’re going to look at commas in a list. In the letter from Mr S. Holmes in the previous lesson, he 

used commas to separate this list: 

These issues include thick smoke coming from the exhaust, faulty windscreen wipers, a heater which 

only blows cold air, a broken horn and just yesterday one of the wing mirrors fell off. 

Task continued on next page. 



Task 1 continued… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 2 

 

Task 3 

We’re now going to look at subordination. A subordinate clause starts with a subordinating 

conjunction. If this clause is used to open a sentence, a comma is used to separate it from the main 

clause (just like in this sentence I’m writing now). Example from Mr S. Holmes: 

If my expectations are not met, I will be taking the matter further. 

The word ‘if’ is a subordinating conjunction. Task 3 continues on the next page. 



Task 3 continued… 

Here are examples of subordinating conjunctions: 

 

 

Challenge# 

 

 

 

 

Write 5 sentences using a subordinating conjunction at the start and a comma to 

separate it from your main clause. Write them in your yellow books. I’ve started you off with 

an example. 

1. Whenever I make a cup of tea, I put the milk in last. 

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

  

Check your answers to the first 2 tasks on the next page. 

 

 

 

 

 



Answers to Literacy Lesson 2, Tasks 1 & 2 

Task 1 

1. My favourite colours are red, blue, green and purple. 

2. I had cereals, toast and juice for breakfast. 

3. I am going to do my homework, watch TV, have dinner and go to bed after school. 

4. We can measure length using centimetres, metres and kilometres. 

5. Sam, Joe and Amy are my best friends. 

6. June, July and August are the summer months. 

Task 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week beginning 1st July 2020 

Upper School Home Learning 

Literacy Lesson 3 

 

Our aim today is to use commas accurately. 

In the last lesson, you learnt how to use commas in a list and how to use a comma to separate 

subordinate and main clauses.  

 

This lesson, we’re to learn to other 2 functions of using commas: 

1. After a fronted adverbial. 

2. Marks out a relative clause (extra information that can be marked out with brackets and 

dashes as well). 

 

Task 1 

There are hundreds of fronted adverbials. Here are a few examples: 

 
 

If they are used at the start of a sentence, a comma is needed after each one. Adverbs tell the 

reader when, how often, where, how and the possibility of something happening. 

 

In the letter by Mr S. Holmes, he uses 2 fronted adverbials: ‘first of all’ and ‘secondly’. Can 

you find them? 

 

Task continued on next page. 



Task 1 continued… 

Using the examples of the fronted adverbials, write 5 sentences of your own in your yellow 

books. Maybe you could choose a fronted adverbial from each column as a challenge. I’ve done the 

first one for you.  

 

1. In the summer holidays, I will spend lots of time in my garden. 

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

 

Task 2 

 

Now let’s look at relative clauses. Relative clauses start with a relative pronoun: who, which, 

that, whose. They are often seen in the middle of a sentence, adding extra information to a noun. A 

relative clause can either be punctuated with commas, brackets or dashes. 

Example: 

 

The sun, which is the only star in our solar system, could fit one million Earths inside it. 

 

Write these 4 sentences out in your yellow books. Remember to punctuate accurately with 

commas and add extra information in the spaces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Literacy Lesson 3 continued on the next page… 



Week beginning 1st July 2020 

Upper School Home Learning 

Literacy Lesson 4 

 

In this lesson, our aim is to plan a letter. 

You should have all received a letter from your class teacher. Have you read it? If not, try 

and find it or contact us by email and we will send it to you. 

It would be lovely to receive a reply to our letters. Let’s plan one. 

You now know all the features needed for a good letter and you know how to use commas accurately. 

Task 1 

1. You don’t need to write your address at the top – always be careful who you give personal 

information to. You could write the school address instead. 

2. Write the date under the address. 

3. Write your greeting (Dear, Hi, Hello etc.) 

4. Practise your signature. 

 

Task 2 

Now that it’s all set up, we can start planning what you want to write back. 

1. For the first paragraph, your teacher may have asked you how you are. Write some notes 

in your yellow book about how you’re feeling. What’s the reason for you writing back to 

your teacher? Remember to include this when you write your letter? 

 

2. Second paragraph. Your teacher may have asked you whether you remember certain events 

that happened whilst you were in class. Write some notes of things you remember doing or 

learning. You may even want to write about some things you have been doing at home. 

 

3. Your final paragraph needs to be about what is happening next. It is the summer holidays 

soon – write some notes about what you plan to do during this time. 

 

4. Think about how you will end your letter. You know your teacher so think back to what was 

said in the video about different ways you could end. Feel free to go back to your learning 

platform to watch the video again. 

 

We are really looking forward to receiving your letters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week beginning 1st July 2020 

Upper School Home Learning 

Literacy Lesson 5 

In our final lesson this week our aim is to write a letter. 

You are ready to write your letter to your teacher. It does not need to be posted – you can send a 

photo by email or you could even type in up on a device (if you have one) and attach the file to an 

email. 

Task 

Use your notes from your planning yesterday to now construct 3 paragraphs. Also, think about what 

you have learnt about commas – they are only used for 4 reasons: 

1. In a list. 

2. To separate subordinate and main clauses. 

3. After fronted adverbials. 

4. To mark relative clauses. 

Paragraph 1 – Introduction: How are you? Why are you writing? 

Paragraph 2 – Tell us what you remember and what you have been doing at home. 

Paragraph 3 – What are your plans for the summer? Is there anything you’re looking forward to? 

Remember to say who the letter is from and you might want to include a signature you have created. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stage 5 Writing Assessment 
Year 5 tick sheet – tick the boxes when you include an objective. 

 

 

The pupil can: 

 

 

 

  

WORKING TOWARDS THE EXPECTED STANDARD   

Write for a range of audiences and purposes  

Use the following 

mostly correctly 

Capital letters  

Full stops  

Question marks  

Exclamation marks  

Commas for lists  

Apostrophes for contraction  

Apostrophes for possession  

Inverted commas to punctuate direct speech  

Use paragraphs to organise ideas  

Use the correct tense throughout a piece  

Spell most words from the Y3/4 list correctly  

Spell some words from the Y5/6 list correctly  

Make additions, revisions and proof-reading corrections to their own writing  

Use legible handwriting  

WORKING AT THE EXPECTED STANDARD   

Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires  

In narratives, describe settings and characters effectively using stylistic devices  

In narratives, develop characters through action and dialogue  

Organise writing by using organisational devices where appropriate  

Use modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility   

Use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis  

Use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity  

Use the correct subject/verb agreement when using singular or plural  

Use a wide range 

of cohesive 

devices within 

and across 

sentences 

Co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions to join clauses  

Sentence structures and types, adding phrases and subordinate clauses for 

precision and detail 
 

Expanded noun phrases  

Fronted adverbials (including use of a comma after the fronted adverbial)   

Adverbs of time, place and number  

Prepositions  

Pronouns   

Relative clauses   

Spell homophones and near homophones correctly as listed in the appendix   

Spell many words from the 5/6 list correctly  

Maintain legible, joined handwriting  

WORKING AT GREATER DEPTH   

Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that shows good 

awareness of the reader 
 

Integrate dialogue into narratives to convey character and advance the action  

Use the full range of punctuation taught mostly correctly for effect  

Spell most words from the Y5/6 list correctly.  

Challenge for Year 5 

Have you included many writing objectives from the Year 5 tick sheet? 

Challenge for Year 6 

Have you included many writing objectives from the Year 6 tick sheet? See next page. 



If you need any help with any work you have been provided, don’t hesitate to email us: 

year5@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 

year6@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 

Send us photos of everything you’re doing at home – it’s lovely to see all the activities you’re 

getting on with. 

From Miss Whitworth, Miss Childs, Miss Booth, Miss Birrell, Miss Hooson and Miss Millar. 

Stage 6 Writing Assessment 

Year 6 tick sheet – tick the boxes when you include an objective. 
 

 

The pupil can: 

 

 

 

  

WORKING TOWARDS THE EXPECTED STANDARD   

Write for a range of audiences and purposes  

Use paragraphs to organise ideas  

In narratives, describe settings and characters  

In non-narrative writing, use simple devices to structure the writing and support the reader (e.g. 

headings, bullet points) 
 

Use the following mostly correctly 

Capital letters   

Full stops  

Question marks  

Commas for lists  

Apostrophes for contraction  

Spell most words from the Y3/4 list correctly  

Spell some words from the Y5/6 list correctly  

Make additions, revisions and proof-reading corrections to their own writing  

Use legible handwriting  

WORKING AT THE EXPECTED STANDARD   

Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that shows good 

awareness of the reader (e.g. the use of the first person in a diary; direct address in instructions and 

persuasive writing) 

 

In narratives, develop settings, characters and atmosphere  

Integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the action  

Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires mostly correctly  

(e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues in narrative; using passive verbs to affect how information is 

presented; using modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility) 

 

Use a range of cohesive devices (including conjunctions, adverbials, pronouns and synonyms) within 

and across paragraphs 
 

Use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout  

Use the range of punctuation taught mostly 

correctly 

Inverted commas  

Commas for clarity  

Punctuation for parentheses  

Semi-colons  

Dashes  

Hyphens  

Colons   

Spell most words from the Y5/6 list correctly and use a dictionary to check the spelling of uncommon 

or more ambitious vocabulary 
 

Maintain legible, joined handwriting with increasing speed  

WORKING AT GREATER DEPTH   

Select the appropriate form for the audience and purpose, drawing independently on what they 

have read as models for their own writing (e.g. literary language, characterisation, structure) 
 

Distinguish between the language of speech and writing (e.g. contracted forms, colloquial 

expressions and informality) and choose the appropriate register 
 

Show control over levels of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar and vocabulary  

Use the full range of punctuation taught mostly 

correctly and use such punctuation precisely to 

enhance meaning and avoid ambiguity 

Semi-colons to mark the boundary between 

independent clauses 
 

Colons to mark the boundary between 

independent clauses. 
 

mailto:year5@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk

