
Week beginning 1st June 2020 

Literacy Lesson 1 

I hope you’ve all had a lovely half term, enjoying the sunshine. 

For your home learning you’ve written a fantasy story and a news report. This week, we’re going to 
write poetry. The lessons will help you with the structure of a poem and give you inspiration on what 
to write about. I’m going to write my own as well and share it with you. 

The great thing about poetry is it can be about anything you like: a pet, a relative, an event, a 
celebrity, your feelings, key workers, Home Learning, school or even about dinosaurs! 

Start thinking about who or what inspires you and what you want to express your feelings about this 
week.  

Let’s start with lesson 1. The aim is to understand syllables. 

A syllable is a beat usually with 1 vowel sound (vowels: a, e, i, o, u). Words can be split up into 
different syllables. 

1 syllable words: cat, cake, sit 

2 syllable words: hap/py (happy), hun/gry (hungry), pur/ple (purple) 

3 syllable words: tri/an/gle (triangle), ex/pect/ed (expected), e/quip/ment (equipment) 

Notice how each syllable has a vowel or a ‘y’ in it. A ‘y’ can have a vowel sound.   

Syllables are used to form the structure of poems; they help the flow and pattern.  

Task 1  

In your yellow books, draw a table with 3 columns and label them 1 syllable, 2 syllables and 3 syllables 
like the one below. Count the syllables in the 12 different nouns and place them into the correct 
column. Hint: There are 4 words for each column. 

See the next page for the extra challenge in Task 2 and the answers for Task 1.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Literacy Lesson 1 continued… 

Task 2 

Read through the 3 poems on the next page: The Greatest Gift; The Magic in the Moment; and 
Balcony Picnic.  

Choose one you like the structure of. Do you like the verses? The repetition? The flow? The rhyming? 
This is the one you will use to structure your own poem so choose wisely. 

Now, here’s the task. 

Count the syllables in each line and write the number of syllables next to each line if you’ve printed 
off the page. Or just write the numbers in a list in your yellow book. You will need to use these as a 
guide for when you write your own poem on Friday. 

Feel free to check how many syllables are in each word using Google if you get stuck with any. 
Syllables can often sound different due to various accents so double check if you need to. 

 

See answers below for both tasks in this lesson. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Answers to Task 1 

1 syllable: frog, cat, bear, moon 

2 syllables: apple, monkey, carrot, flower 

3 syllables: elephant, telephone, butterfly, dinosaur 

 

Answers to Task 2 

The Greatest Gift: 8  6  7  7 7  6  8  6 8  6  8  6 7  6  8  5 7  6  8  6 

The Magic in the Moment: 6  4  7  8 8  8  9  7 5  4  5  7 5  5  3  8 6  3  5  7 

Balcony Picnic: 10  11  13  13  13  14  11  12  11  16  11  12 

 



Poem 1       Poem 2 

The Greatest Gift 

 

 

Poem 3 Balcony Picnic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Magic in the Moment 

The wind began to blow  
And shook the trees 
Heads turned up in unison 
Witnessing a season of change 
 
The leaves were freed from their branches 
Floating and swinging through the air 
Painting the sky with golden colours 
Dancing their way to the ground 
 
The wind blew again 
And the trees shook 
Whispers in the wind: 
"It's good luck to catch a leaf!" 
 
Searching and turning 
Arms opening wide 
Hands held high 
Watching the leaves dance in the sky 
 
They swirled, turned and swept me 
Off my feet 
Dodging and scooping 
The magic in the moment 

 



Week beginning 1st June 2020 

Literacy Lesson 2 

The aim is to understand rhyming words. 

Poems often contains words that rhyme. Poems don’t have to have rhyme in them. Rhyming is used for 
entertainment and to help the flow of the structure of a poem. Rhyming words often give a poem 
rhythm. 

Rhyming words have endings that have identical sounds like: mind and kind; breezy and cheesy; best 
and guessed. 

Rhyming words don’t have to end with the same letters but they do have to end with the same sound 
like snail and whale. 

Task 1  

Identify the rhyming words in Poem 1 ‘The Greatest Gift’ and Poem 3 ‘Balcony Picnic’. Either highlight 
them on the sheet if you’ve printed it off or write them in your yellow book. You may want to keep 
these rhyming words to use in your own poem. 

Hints: (Don’t read this if you don’t want a clue!)  

In Poem 1, the rhyming words are at the end of lines 2 and 4 in each verse. 

In Poem 3, the last words in lines 1 and 2 in each verse rhyme. Also, the last words in lines 3 and 4 
rhyme. 

See answers to Task 1 below. 

Task 2 

Now have a go at making up your own rhyming words. Complete the worksheet on the next page, 
either on the sheet if you’ve printed it off or written out in your yellow books. 

Save these somewhere safe as you may want to use some of these words in your own poem. 

 

Literacy Lesson 2 continued on the next page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers to Task 1 

Rhyming words in The Greatest Gift are: 

Air and hair; set and wet; day and play; by and fly. 

 

Rhyming words in Balcony Picnic are: 

Air and chair; below and toe; me and tea; rolls and bowls; wakes and cakes; by and sky. 

 



Literacy Lesson 2 continued… 
Complete the worksheet. 

See below for answers to Task 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers to Task 2 

Various answers can be used for Q1. 

Q2a best 

Q2b snore 

Q2c fine 

Q2d toy 

Q2e hide 



Week beginning 1st June 2020 

Literacy Lesson 3 

Our aim today is to create a word bank. 
 

I hope you’ve had a chance to think about what you want to write your poem about. Is there anything 
you’re thinking about at the moment that inspires you? 
Here’s the list I gave you in lesson 1 this week – The great thing about poetry is it can be about 
anything you like: a pet, a relative, an event, a celebrity, your feelings, key workers, Home Learning, 
school or even about dinosaurs! 

Now it’s time to make that decision. I’m going to write mine about teachers because I know a lot 
about the job and I don’t need to do any extra research. Teaching inspires me and I am very 
passionate about it. What have you decided to write about? 

If you need some more inspiration or ideas, visit this website where some children have videoed their 
own poem about key workers: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52574524 

 
Poetry includes emotions and feelings on a chosen subject. Your task today is to create a word bank. 
 
Task 1 Create a word bank 
A few weeks ago, you designed your own word bank to help you collect words for your fantasy stories. 
This time, design another one and fill it with words all about your chosen subject. Your word bank 
might have a colourful border; a bold title; bullet points; boxes inside; and pictures. You can call it 
whatever you want: Ambitious Words, Emotions or My Word List. Here are some examples of what 
your Word Bank could look like. You might even want to use your Computing skills and design one on 
your device (if you have one). 
 

 
 

 
 
 

See my Teacher word bank in Lesson 4. 



Week beginning 1st June 2020 

Literacy Lesson 4 

In this lesson, our aim is to plan a poem. 

What’s the purpose of your poem? Who do you want to read your poem? Are you wanting to thank 
somebody? Are you writing to give information? Are your expressing your feelings to the world? Is 
the poem for your friends? 

Write the G.A.P. in your yellow book just like we do in class. Your audience and purpose may be 
different to mine. 

G. Genre – Poem. 

A. Audience – Fellow teachers. 

P. Purpose – To acknowledge their hard work. 

Here’s my word bank from last lesson: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task Plan your poem 

Using your words in your word bank you created in the last lesson, start to create short sentences 
and combining some of the words together. Create as many sentences as you can so you have plenty to 
use in the next lesson. Can you join any sentences together where the last words rhyme? 

Here’s some of my sentences created from the words in my word bank. 

1. The school bell chimes. 
2. Collective Worship are reflection times. 
3. Children fetch snacks from their bag. 
4. Maths, Reading, History and SPaG. 
5. Learning takes place across the school. 
6. Science lessons are super cool. 

Write out your sentences in your yellow book. You can edit them in the next lesson when you 
come to write your poem. 

 
 

Teachers 

Lessons    Tea    Cake 

Learning    Teaching   School 

Whiteboard    Books    Children 

Breaktime    Lunch    Bags 

Assemblies    Bell    Snacks 

Staff room    Corridor   Play 

Playground    Writing   Friends 



Week beginning 1st June 2020 

Literacy Lesson 5 

In this lesson, our aim is to write a poem. 

Task Write your poem 
Think back to the poems in lesson 1, which structure did you like the best? 
I like the 3 verses in Poem number 3 but I like the rhyming in Poem number 1 so I’m going to combine 
the two together for my own poem. Which structure are you going to follow? 
 
Think back to the syllables in the first lesson and use these to help the flow of your own poem. You 
don’t have to copy the exact syllables for each line but stay close to that amount. 
 
As you write your poem, you may want to rearrange the sentences you created in the last lesson to fit 
in with the structure and rhythm. 
What will your poem be called? 
How do you want to present your poem? Will you write it out on a page with a border? Or will you 
video a recording of you reading it out loud? 

Here’s my poem. We’re looking forward to reading or listening to yours.

Teacher Life 

Ring, Ring! The school bell chimes, 

The caretaker frantically opens up the gates, 

In pour the children one by one, 

Meeting in the locker room with their mates. 

 

Lessons begin and the new date is written, 

Maths, History, Science and SPaG, 

Hurry up breaktime I need a cup of tea, 

Whilst children gather snacks from their bag. 

 

Learning takes place across the school, 

Collective Worship focuses on reflection times, 

Exhaustion hits as the school day ends, 

Ring, Ring! The school bell chimes. 

 



If you need any help with any work you have been provided, don’t hesitate to email us: 

year5@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 

Send us photos of everything you’re doing at home – it’s lovely to see all the activities you’re getting 
on with. 

From Miss Whitworth, Miss Childs and Miss Booth 


