
Week beginning 18th May 2020 

Literacy Lesson 1 

It’s time to read the final chapter of The Firework-Maker’s Daughter this week. I hope you’ve 

enjoyed reading this book. Philip Pullman is a fantastic author and has written lots of books so if you 

liked this story, there are many more to read just like it. 

Last week, we started to learn how to write a news report. We learnt: 

 To use the 5 Ws when summarising events. 

 The features of a news report. 

 The structure of a news report. 

 The difference between direct and reported speech. 

 How to put events into chronological order. 

Let’s start with lesson 1. The aim is to summarise the main events in order. 

Task 1  

In the final chapter of the book, there’s a huge Firework Festival where Lila and Lalchand need to 

prove they are brilliant firework-makers to save Lalchand’s life. Read the first part of Chapter 7 

today (pages 98 – 115), which you will find on the next 5 pages. I’ve even found a Youtube video of 

someone reading it to you if you wanted to listen to the story instead. Click/copy this link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJ_1RSRKETQ Or type into Youtube ‘The Firework Maker’s 

Daughter Chapter 7 Part 1’ (it’s 14 minutes and 54 seconds long). 

 

Task 2 

You need to put yourself in the shoes of a news reporter. Pretend you are a reporter attending 

the Firework Festival and you’re jotting down notes about the event. Your notes need to be written 

in order of them happening and think about the 5 Ws from last week (Who? What? Where? When? 

Why?) You can make your own notes of everything happening on pages 98-115 or you can answer these 

5 W questions to help you out with the amount of information.  

You will be reporting all of this information at the end of this week so keep your notes safe in your 

yellow books. 

1. On pages 98-100, three famous Firework-Makers are introduced. Who are they? What have 

they invented for their displays? 

2. Where are the 3 famous Firework-Makers from? 

3. On pages 103-105, the three famous Firework-Makers are setting up their displays. What are 

all the items Lila and Lalchand see them setting up? 

4. On page 106, what starts to happen at 7pm? 

5. In the paragraph beginning, ‘Then came a roll of drums…’ on page 107, a sequence of events 

happens. List them all. 

6. What is the winner awarded as their prize on page 108?  

7. How do they win the prize? 

8. On pages 114 and 115, Lila and Lalchand’s firework display begins. What are the 4 main, 

different parts of their display on these pages in order of them happening? 

Check your answers and see if you wrote down all of the information on the page after 

the first part of Chapter 7. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJ_1RSRKETQ


 



 



 



 



Literacy Lesson 1 answers to questions 

 

1. Dr Puffenflasch invented a multi-stage rocket which exploded at the height of 2000 feet into 

the shape of a Frankfurter sausage. Signor Scorcini invented a full-scale representation of a 

battle at sea featuring King Neptune. Colonel Sam Sparkington has invented something never 

been seen before. 

2. Dr Puffenflasch is from Heidelberg. Signor Scorcini is from Naples and the Colonel is from 

Chicago. 

3. Dr Puffenflasch sets up about 15 tonnes of equipment. Signor Scorcini sets up a Royal Barge 

with cannons, flares and a model of King Neptune. The Colonel sets up a gigantic red, blue and 

white rocket with a saddle on the back of it high above the treetops. 

4. At 7pm, it became dark; people started to arrive; they set up picnic baskets; and a sound of 

bells, gongs and cymbals came from the Palace. 

5. A roll of drums. Palace gates open. A great procession made its way to the grandstand. The 

King was carried in a golden palanquin. Royals dancers swayed. Hamlet followed behind. 

6. The winner receives a gold cup and a thousand gold coins. 

7. The applause from the crowd decides on the winner. 

8. Lotus flowers opened up on the water. Green light glowed beneath the water and turned into a 

fountain. Under the trees, a carpet of moss lit up into a million pieces. Lila and Lalchand 

touched fire at the end of the master fuses to start a red light.



Week beginning 18th May 2020 

Literacy Lesson 2 

The aim is to summarise the main events in order. 

We need to do a little bit more reporting and note-taking of the final part of the book today. Then, 

we will have all the information we need to report the Firework Festival to the whole world. 

Task 1 Read the rest of Chapter 7 (pages 116 – 133), which you will find on the next 5 pages. Here’s a 

Youtube video of someone reading it to you if you prefer. Click/copy this link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EY5-EW2OtXs Or type into Youtube ‘The Firework Maker’s 

Daughter Chapter 7 Part 2’ (it’s 14 minutes and 46 seconds long). 

 

Task 2 

You need to put yourself in the shoes of a news reporter again. Pretend you are a reporter 

attending the Firework Festival and you’re jotting down notes about the event. Your notes need to be 

written in order of them happening and think about the 5 Ws from last week (Who? What? Where? 

When? Why?) You can make your own notes of everything happening on pages 116-133 or you can 

answer these 5 W questions to help you out with the amount of information.  

You will be reporting all of this information as well as the information you gathered in the last lesson 

at the end of this week, so keep your notes safe in your yellow books. 

1. Why do you think it was so important for Lila and Lalchand to win the Firework Festival 

display? 

2. On pages 116 and 118, Lila and Lalchand’s firework display continued. In the paragraph 

beginning, ‘Then it did.’ What came out of the red crack? 

3. At the end of page 116, who appeared as part of the firework display? 

4. In the paragraph beginning, ‘But their fire was not Razvani’s…’ How does the firework 

eventually burn out? 

5. On page 120, out of the three famous Firework-Makers, who was the first to yell? 

6. Who ended up winning the gold cup and coins? 

7. On page 123, Chulak presented a band to the King to be the evening’s entertainment. What was 

the band’s name?   

 

Check your answers and see if you wrote down all of the information on the page after 

the last part of Chapter 7. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EY5-EW2OtXs


 



 



 



 



Literacy Lesson 2 answers to questions 

1. To free Lalchand from death. 

2. A cascade of red, orange and yellow lava poured down and spread like a carpet of lava. 

3. Razvani appeared. 

4. The firework demon (Razvani) burnt himself out. The red lava poured towards the lake and the 

white lotus-boats burnt brightly before burning out themselves. 

5. Colonel Sparkington was the first to yell then the rest of the audience applauded. 

6. Lila and Lalchand won the Firework Festival display. 

7. The band was called Rambashi’s Melody Boys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week beginning 18th May 2020 

Literacy Lesson 3 

Our aim today is to create an eye-catching news report. 

There’s so much competition out there with newspapers. How do you know which one you want to buy? 

Is it the title of the newspaper? Is it the photograph on the front page? Is it the headline? 

 

Your news paper needs to be eye-catching, which means everyone will want to read all about the 

Firework Festival. 

 

Task 1 Creating a Title 

Your newspaper needs a title. Titles sometimes include the name of the town it’s from, especially local 

newspapers like the ‘The Pocklington Post’ or ‘The Driffield and Wolds Weekly’. It needs to be 

written in big, bold font for people to see from a distance at the top of your page in your yellow 

books. 

Think about what we know about the area the Firework Festival was in. It’s near a jungle, a mountain, 

a volcano, has lakes and has a King. Use this information to create your title. 

 

Task 2 Creating a Headline 

Your report needs a headline so people read it. There are different types of headlines. 

1. You could include a pun (this is a joke where you play with the words). Imagine what these 

headlines are about: Easter Runny; Udders Field; Double Checker Bus. 

2. You could include alliteration (first letter of most words are the same). For example, Pumice 

Pours Over Pompeii; Walloping Whale Washes in Waters; Weird and Wonderful Witching 

Costumes. 

Now create your headline for the Firework Festival and write it on your page, in bold writing, under 

your newspaper title. 

 

Task 3 Design an eye-catching photo and caption  

Your report needs a photo for the readers to picture the event. Your photo will need a caption 

written underneath it to tell the reader what the photo is showing. Have a look at the WAGOLL 

(What a Good One Looks Like) on the next page. Draw a box where you would like your photo to go on 

your page in your yellow book and draw it. 



 



Week beginning 18th May 2020 

Literacy Lesson 4 

In this lesson, our aim is to plan our news report. 

There are 4 sections of writing in the WAGOLL (What a Good One Looks Like). In lesson 3 last week you looked at the structure of a news report 

and the importance for each of the sections. We’re going to look at those again today to plan our own news report. 

Task - Plan your news report 

You are going to write a news report about the Firework Festival in Chapter 7. Remember, you were there as a reporter and you’ve made all your 

notes. You’ve got your newspaper ready in your yellow books with a title, a headline and a picture with a caption. Now, it’s time to plan what you’re 

going to write. Fill in the ‘My Plan’ section in the table on these two pages with notes about what you’re going to write in each of the 4 sections. I’ve 

copied the WAGOLL into the sections for you to use if you wish. I’ve also asked you some questions to help you plan each section so you can answer 

those if you like.  

You don’t have to print this out – you can just make notes in your yellow book for each of the 4 sections. Remember, the story is fantasy so you can 

make up everything you say in your news report. Use your imagination and have fun. 

Section WAGOLL Questions My Plan 

1 

 

When did the Firework Festival event 

happen (you can make this up)? 

 

Where did the festival take place? 

 

A brief description of the festival. 

 

How many people attended? 

 



2 

 

What time did the festival begin? 

 

What could be heard and seen? 

 

What were the famous Firework-Makers 

doing? 

 

Why was this event taking place? 

 

3 

 

Who did you interview? Did you interview 

Lila, Lalchand, a visitor or one of the other 

Firework-Makers? 

 

Did the King say anything to you? 

 

4 

 

What happened during the Festival? 

 

Can you describe the atmosphere of the 

crowd and the sight in the sky? 

 

Who won? What did they win? 

 

What’s going to happen next? Will there 

be another event next year? 

 



Week beginning 18th May 2020 

Literacy Lesson 5 

In this lesson, our aim is to write a news report. 

Task Write your news report 

Now that you’ve planned your news report, it’s time to use your notes and write each section. This will 

be written on the same page in your yellow book where you have your newspaper title, your headline 

and your picture. Don’t worry if your writing ends up on 2 pages – that is fine. Are you able to set up 

columns to write in? You could draw a line down the middle of your page. 

You’ve learnt: 

 To use the 5 Ws when summarising events. 

 The features of a news report. 

 The structure of a news report. 

 The difference between direct and reported speech. 

 How to put events into chronological order. 

 How to create an eye-catching page. 

 And you’ve gathered your notes. 

 

Feel free to use the WAGOLL from the Roman Times to collect ideas on formal language to use and 

how to set out your report. Remember, The Firework-Maker’s Daughter is fantasy so you can make up 

any information you give to your readers. Use your imagination. Here’s a list of the features to 

include in your news report. Tick them once you’ve included them. 

We’re looking forward to reading your report on the Firework Festival. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



If you need any help with any work you have been provided, don’t hesitate to email us: 

year5@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 

Send us photos of everything you’re doing at home – it’s lovely to see all the activities you’re getting 

on with. 

From Miss Whitworth, Miss Childs and Miss Booth 

mailto:year5@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk

