
Week beginning 4th May 2020 

Literacy Lesson 1 

I hope you all enjoyed the start of The Firework-Maker’s Daughter in last week’s Home Learning. 

Remember that everything you have learnt over the past week is leading up to writing our own fantasy 

story. 

Last week, we used our imaginations; designed our own word bank; wrote our own setting description; 

and understood how characters can change. 

Let’s start with lesson 1. The aim is to find and retrieve information from the text. 

Task 1 Read the rest of Chapter 3 (pages 42-58), which you will find on the next 5 pages.  

Were your predictions right from lesson 5 last week? Did you predict that Rambashi would open up a 

restaurant called the Jungle Grill? 

 I want you to look out for 3 words to add to your word bank: 

1. Smuggle 

2. Tarpaulin 

3. Browsed (this appears twice!) 

Did you find them all? Remember to skim (look at all the words on the pages to see if you can spot 

them) and scan (look for certain letters in the word on the pages that might not be in other words). 

Your word bank is going to really help you write your own fantasy story. If you find any more words or 

phrases you like the sound of, add them to your word bank as well. 

Task 2 

From pages 50-58, Philip Pullman describes what it’s like at Rambashi’s restaurant, ‘The Jungle Grill’. 

Everyone there is attending the Full Moon ceremony. 

Draw a picture, retrieving all the information you possibly can from Philip Pullman’s description of 

what it looks like in this scene. 

Areas that you will want to include in your drawing: 

The Terrace – have you managed to include the coloured flags and chequered tablecloths etc. 

Rambashi 

Chulak 

Hamlet – what was written on his side? 

The Goddess 

The lake  

Jungle Grill 

 

This is going to help you imagine your own scene for your story. 

 

Answers: 1. Smuggle (page 42) 2. Tarpaulin (page 44) 3. Browsed (pages 46 & 52) 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Literacy Lesson 2 

Our aim is to understand characters’ thoughts and feelings. 

Task 1  

Whilst you’re reading through Chapter 4 (pages 59 – 70), which can be found on the 4 pages 

after this lesson’s worksheet, I would like you to think about how Lila must be feeling and 

what she is thinking in three different parts of the chapter. 

A thought is an idea that’s going through someone’s mind. 

A feeling is an emotion like happy, sad, angry etc. 

Task 2 

If you don’t have access to a printer, I would like you to draw 3 versions of Lila or write her 

name and draw a thought bubble and a feeling bubble at the side of her. Please look at the 

worksheet for this lesson on the next page as an example of what it should look like. This is a 

page you can print off and write on if you prefer that option. 

In your thought bubble, you are to write what Lila must be thinking in the 3 different parts.  

In your feeling bubble, you are to write what Lila must be feeling in the 3 different parts. 

Here’s an example of what thoughts are going through Chulak’s mind and how he feels at the 

start of Chapter 4: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy lesson 2 Worksheet can be found on the next page. 



Literacy Lesson 2 Worksheet for Task 2 (you can either print this or copy it out into your 

yellow book) 

1. Read pages 64 and 65. Lila has reached the end of the jungle and is close to the volcano. She 

settles down the rest at night but her mind is too occupied with thoughts to sleep. Complete 

the thought and feeling bubble for Lila in this scene. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Read page 66 and look at the picture on page 67. Lila has reached a steeper path but she ends 

up slipping on a rock and falling down the side of the volcano. Complete the thought and feeling 

bubble for Lila in this scene. 

 

3. Read pages 68 and 69. One of Lila’s sandal came off when she fell down so she had to climb 

the volcano with her bare foot. It was extremely hot and painful on her foot from the stones. 

As she climbed, she kept slipping and stumbling on the scorching rocks. Her throat also 

became parched. Complete the thought and feeling bubble for Lila in this scene. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Literacy Lesson 3 

Our aim today is to identify similes in the text. 

When describing a setting (a place where a story happens) or a character (a person/people in 

the story) we can use similes. Similes are really important in helping the reader picture what 

something looks or acts like. For example, you might not know what a boni giant sengi is. So, 

as a writer, I have to help the reader by writing… ‘The boni giant sengi, which looks like a 

mouse with a long snout, scuttled across the sandy desert in Africa.’ 

The simile ‘like a mouse with a long snout’ helps the reader imagine what a boni giant sengi is 

because most readers know what a mouse looks like. 

Similes are extremely important when you’re writing fantasy stories because your characters 

and settings are all made-up. Your reader won’t know what they look like because you will 

have created something that doesn’t exist. You need to compare everything with something 

your reader will know and recognise so they can imagine it. 

Task 1 Read Chapter 5 (pages 71-84), which you will find on the next 4 pages, and look out 

for the 7 similes.  

 A really good tip for finding similes is by looking for the word ‘like’ and seeing what is 

being compared. 

In your yellow books, write the 7 similes that Philip Pullman uses in Chapter 5. Answers to 

the similes and the pages you can find them on are at the bottom of this page. 

Task 2 

Find these 5 adjectives (describing words) in the text and add them to your word bank. Put 

them close to the other 5 adjectives you wrote in your bank in lesson 3 last week. 

 Barren 

Barren means lifeless and bare. 

 Blazing 

Blazing means extremely hot. 

 Transparent 

Transparent means completely see-through and clear. 

 Arrogant 

Arrogant means someone who thinks highly of themselves and forms lots of opinions. 

 Headstrong 

Headstrong means determined and strong will-power. 

 

Check your answers for both tasks below to see if you found everything. 

 

 

 Answers for Task 1: like soft wax (pg 73); like every other firework-maker (pg76); like him (pg 76); like a 

mighty trumpet (pg 79); like fountains of light (pg 80); like darting birds (pg 80); and like a flame (pg 81). 

Answers for Task 2: barren (pg 71), blazing (pg 74), transparent (pg 77), arrogant (pg 78), headstrong (78) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Literacy Lesson 4 

In this lesson, our aim is to plan a fantasy story. 

There are 2 more chapters of the Firework-Maker’s Daughter but I will save those for next 

week when we plan to write a different genre. 

It is now time to plan and write our own fantasy story. You’ve learnt all about Lila and her 

adventure to become a Firework Maker, where she stumbled across some problems on the 

way. In the end, she managed to reach the volcano where her destiny awaited her.  

I want you to come up with your own story with the help of the story mountain to plan. 

Task 1 

In your yellow book, use the headings from the story mountain to make notes on what is going 

to happen in your story. You have used story mountains before in school to plan your pieces 

of writing. 

Story Mountain 

On the next page, there’s an example of what the planning looks like for The Firework-

Maker’s Daughter. Use these prompts to help you. 

 

Literacy Lesson 4 continued on the next page… 

 



Beginning 

 Lila wants to be a Firework-Maker but her father doesn’t encourage her. 

 She sets off on her journey to Mount Merapi to meet the fire-fiend Rasvani because 

she needs Royal Sulphur to achieve her dream job. 

Who is your main character? What do they want to be? Where do they have to go in order to 

achieve this dream and why? 

Build Up 

 It turns out that Lila needs a flask of magic water to walk on the hot rocks at Mount 

Merapi but she doesn’t know about this. 

 Her friends, Chulak and Hamlet, set off to fetch the flask from the Goddess so they 

can save Lila. 

What does your main character need to reach their dream? Who is going to help them get it 

before it’s too late? 

Problem 

 Lila ends up being kidnapped by pirates, which delays her journey but she manages to 

set herself free by showing off her firework skills. 

 She has to climb a mountain with one shoe because she falls and looses it. The rocks 

are hot and she is dehydrated. 

 When she reaches her destination, she realises she needs a flask of magic water to 

walk through the flames but she doesn’t have one. 

What problems does your character face? 

Resolution 

 Chulak and Hamlet manage to get the flask of magic water and get to Lila just in time. 

 Lila is able to walk into the flames. 

How are your problems solved? Who comes to the rescue? 

Ending 

 Lila is disappointed because she doesn’t know what the Three Gifts are and the Royal 

Sulphur doesn’t exist. 

 She’s made this journey but she doesn’t feel like she has achieved anything. 

 She’s glad that her friends came to save her with the flask of magic water. 

Does your story have a disappointing end like Lila’s? Or, does your character achieve their 

dream? 

 

 

 



Literacy Lesson 5 

In our final lesson, our aim is to write a fantasy story. 

Task 1 

Use your planning from last lesson to guide your way through writing your own story.  

Remember, a fantasy story is made-up and you can be as imaginative as you like. 

Let’s recap on what we’ve learnt in this unit of things to include in your writing: 

1. Use your imagination. 

2. Use ambitious words that you’ve collected in your word bank. 

3. Describe settings and characters. 

4. Use adjectives and similes to help with your descriptions. 

5. Show that your character changes thoughts and feelings throughout. 

6. Help the reader picture your characters and settings. 

7. Show what your characters are thinking and how they’re feeling. 

Don’t forget to write in paragraphs and use the correct punctuation marks. 

Are you going to include speech in your story? Remember, when a new person speaks, start a 

new line. 

Here’s a checklist you can use to help. We are looking forward to reading your stories. 

If you need any help with any work you have been provided, don’t hesitate to email us: 

year5@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 

Send us photos of everything you’re doing at home – it’s lovely to see all the activities you’re 

getting on with. 

From Miss Whitworth, Miss Childs and Miss Booth 

mailto:year5@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk

