
Week commencing 20th April 

Three Lessons on Writing Non- Chronological Reports 

This week, we would like you to write your own non-chronological report on your favourite animal. 

 A non-chronological report is a non-fiction report which is not written in time order. 

The features of a non-chronological report include some of the following: 

 An eye-catching heading in a large font 
 An introductory paragraph 
 Text split up into paragraphs and each paragraph on a different aspect of the subject 
 Sub-headings for each paragraph 
 Usually written in present tense 
 Pictures of the subject 
 Captions under each picture to explain what is in the picture 
 Diagrams with labels 
 Lists of facts in bullet points 
 Graphs or charts showing information about the subject 
 Boxes containing interesting individual facts to grab the attention of the reader 
 Technical vocabulary in bold, possibly with a glossary at the end 

 

Literacy Lesson 1 

Choose one of the animal reports to read through then carefully highlight or underline these features and 

discuss why they are important in a non-chronological report. If you want to answer the questions at the 

end of the report you can but you do not have to! 

In your yellow book, split the page into four boxes and make notes on the animal’s appearance, diet, 

habitat and any other interesting facts you discover. This will help you practise for your own planning sheet 

the next day. 

Appearance 
 
 
 

Diet 

Habitat 
 
 
 

Interesting Facts 

 

Literacy Lesson 2 

From Lesson 1, you have read a non-chronological report on an animal, identified different features 
needed and recorded the information on a planning sheet. 

 Now, choose your favourite animal you want to write about. Using the planning format like the day 
before, make notes on the animal’s appearance, diet, habitat and any other interesting facts you find out. 

Why do you need to plan your report before you write it? 
• To help plan and organise your ideas and information you have researched or collected. 
• To organise the information into subject areas using sub-headings so that it is easier for the reader 

to follow. 
• To organise what you will include in each section to help make your writing clearer. 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/non-fiction
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-paragraph
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-verb-tense


 

In your yellow book, split the page into four boxes again and make notes on the animal’s appearance, diet, 

habitat and any other interesting facts you discover. 

Appearance 
 
 
 

Diet 

Habitat 
 
 
 

Interesting Facts 

 

You will then need to draft each paragraph of your report. Do this in your yellow book. Remember to use 
capital letters and full stops. Can you think of different ways to start each sentence? 

Now use a different coloured pen or pencil to edit your work. If possible ask an adult to mark your work 
and write suggestions to help, or you may be put into pairs with a brother/sister if you have one. 

Literacy Lesson 3 

You have already planned the information needed for your report and now you need to think about the 
layout of your report. You need to think about all the features and what you would like to include: 

 An eye-catching heading in a large font 
 An introductory paragraph 
 Text split up into paragraphs and each paragraph on a different aspect of the subject 
 Sub-headings for each paragraph 
 Usually written in present tense 
 Pictures of the subject 
 Captions under each picture to explain what is in the picture 
 Diagrams with labels 
 Lists of facts in bullet points 
 Graphs or charts showing information about the subject 
 Boxes containing interesting individual facts to grab the attention of the reader 
 Technical vocabulary in bold, possibly with a glossary at the end 

 
Your might want to draw up a plan of how you would like your report to look or you could use the 
template provided. 

You can then write your full report as a final ‘best’ copy by  writing up your improved paragraphs and 
including eye-catching headings and pictures. Feel free to ask your adult to take a photograph or scan your 

non-chronological report so that they can email it across to us. We would love to see your writing 😊 

lower.school@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 
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