
Week commencing June 1st  

 

This week, you are going to learn more (or find out) about an author!  

Your task is to create a presentation on the author you have chosen.  

Each day, you will be given a task or topic to research and add it to your final presentation.  

The list of authors we would like you to choose from are below: 

 

J.K Rowling  

Abi Elphinstone 

David Walliams  

Emma Carroll (author of Letters from the lighthouse- Tubman’s novel)  

Enid Blyton  

Tom Fletcher  

Michael Morpurgo 

Katherine Rundell (author of Rooftoppers- Pasteur’s novel) 

Berlie Doherty (author of Street Child- Berners-Lee’s novel)  

Jaqueline Wilson  

Jeff Kinney  

Robert Swindells (Room 13)  

 

These authors are ones which I know have lots of information out there but if you want to 

choose another author that interests you, feel free to! J  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day One  

 

• Long date and title ( your authors name) in your yellow book- you can even bubble write 

it or make it super fancy. J  

 

Task one  

 

Today, you must choose your author and decide how you are going to display your findings.  

In your book, you must write why you have chosen your author and why you have chosen to 

present it in the way you have chosen. Here are some ideas you might want to think about: 

 

• A display board  

• A double-page spread 

• A PowerPoint presentation  

• A leaflet  

• A non-chronological report 

• Your own children’s book teaching young children about the author with pictures too.  

• A biography  

• A story you have created about the author which includes some of the information you 

have found out.  

 

Here is my example of what I might write in my book today below: 

 

The author I have chosen to research is Chris Colfer. I have chosen Chris Colfer as his novels –

The Land of Stories- were recommended to me by a pupil in my class (the lovely Victoria).  As I 

have begun to read his novels, I have decided that I would like to find out about where his ideas 

came from for his novels and what has inspired him to write such fantastic stories.  

 

I have chosen to write my findings up as a non-chronological report. I have decided on this 

format so that I can use titles to organise the information I research each day and make it 

easier for a reader to find out what they want to know about the author. Even though I am 

writing this as a report, I am going to write it in a less formal style so that I can appeal to the 

wider audience that read his stories.  



 

Task Two  

 

Your second task today is to find a picture of your author and draw it. You can colour it or shade 

it black and white depending on the picture that you use. Try your best to copy the picture 

exactly, thinking carefully about how we drew faces on the final day of school (back in March!) 

Here are some videos to help you with face shape and proportion in case you have forgotten. J 

This can be added to your final piece of work later on in the week.  

 

https://www.wikihow.com/Draw-Human-Faces 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdSzAOgSuew 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ueWr2EseM0 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uXlO6ocidiY 

 

 

Send your work to the Year Six email- we cannot wait to see why you have chosen your author, 

how you are going to write up your work and your art work. J  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day Two  

 

Task One  

 

Today, you need to find out about the early life of your author and make notes on the following, 

1- Full name  

2- Date of birth 

3- Place of birth – where they lived after that? 

4- Their family – their parents, siblings, any pets when they were younger? 

5- What did they do when they were younger? Did they work? Did they go to 

university? What did they enjoy doing? 

6- Is there anything from their childhood that has inspired them to become a writer? 

 

Task Two  

Once you have completed your notes, you must create the first section of your final piece.  

As I decided on a non- chronological report, here is an example of how I changed my notes to a 

paragraph for my report.  

 

Notes  

Birthday: May 27, 1990 

Nationality: American 

Famous: Actors Writers  

Age: 29 Years, 29 Year Old Males 

Sun Sign: Gemini 

Also Known As: Christopher Paul Colfer 

Born in: Clovis, California, United States 

Famous as: Actor 



Height: 5'10" (178 cm), 5'10" Males 

Family: 

father: Tim Colfer 

mother: Karyn Colfer 

siblings: Hannah Colfer 

�  Chris Colfer was born on May 27, 1990 in Clovis, California to Karyn and Timothy Colfer. He 

has an Irish ancestry. He has a younger sister Hannah who suffers from severe epilepsy. 

 

�  Early in his life, Colfer suffered from lymph-node surgery, which left a scar on his neck. 

Bedridden, he found the world of fiction as his only vent of emotion. Soon, it ignited the passion 

for writing and acting in Colfer which was encouraged by his grandmother. 

 

�  After completing middle school, Colfer attended Clovis East High School. It was therein that 

Colfer’s talent for writing, speaking and acting augmented considerably. He won numerous 

debate championships, and served as the president of Writer’s Club. He was also active in drama 

club. 

 

• Chris became famous in the TV show ‘ Glee.’  

 

Early Life  

Chris Colfer or Christopher Paul Colfer is an American author who was born on May 27th 1990 in 

Clovis, California (which is on the West Coast of America.) Throughout his childhood, Colfer 

lived with his father Tim, his mother Karyn and his sister Hannah. Unfortunately, as a child, 

Colfer had lymph-node surgery which left him bedridden. As he was stuck inside and unable to 

attend school, Colfer loved to read and immerse himself in the fantasy world of fiction. This is 

also when he began to write. When he was able to go back to school ( Clovis East High School) he 

then became interested in speaking and acting too: he even joined the school’s drama club!  

 



• Once you have written your paragraph, have an adult read it aloud to you so you can 

check it makes sense and you have used all the correct grammar, spellings and 

punctuation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day Three  

 

 

Task One  

 

Today, you need to find out about the career and achievements of your author and make notes 

on the following, 

1- How did they start their career in writing? 

2- What was their first book and how did audiences respond to it? 

3- What was their first book about? 

4- Have they written a number of books? How many? 

5- What is their most popular book? 

6- Have they won any awards? 

7- Have they achieved anything else? Raised lots of money for charity? Have an MBE? 

Famous for doing anything else? 

 

Task Two  

Once you have completed your notes, you must create the second section of your final piece.  

As I decided on a non- chronological report, here is an example of how I changed my notes to a 

paragraph for my report.  

 

Notes  

Before he began writing he was in musicals, then was on Glee as Kurt Hummell – a role written 

for him.  

Turned his hand to writing, deal with Little, Brown and Company- wrote The land of stories: the 

wishing spell- twin brothers Alex and Conner who travel though a magical land and meet lots of 

fairy tale characters- adventure 

Wishing Well – number 1 NYT best seller  

Second book – the enchantress returns 

He then wrote a third book- A Grimm Warning.  

Then Beyond Kingdoms  

An Authors Odyssey and Worlds Collide  

Moved onto producing and directing films.  



The Wishing Spell is being turned into a film and he is directing. 

5 awards for his role in Glee 

An active animal write supporter. Has donated and assisted AIDs charities, Make-a-wish and 

anti-bullying.  

 

Chris Colfer’s career and achievements 

Chris Colfer’s fantastic career didn’t begin in writing novles, before he began to publish his 

books, he was an actor. Chris’s began his acting career in musicals at his local community theatre 

(in California) where he starred in The Sound of Music. After being spotted in his play by a 

talent scout, he earned his part as Kurt Hummell in the Television series ‘Glee.’ During his time 

in Glee, Colfer won five awards for his role and become very famous. Once Glee ended, Colfer 

turned his hand back to writing. He wrote The Land of Stories: The Wishing Spell which was 

published by Little, Brown and Company. It was such a big hit; it even became number one on the 

New York best sellers list- which is such a big honour! This was followed by another five books 

from the land of stories series which were all just as popular. Each story is a different exciting 

adventure taken by twins Alex and Conner as they encounter traditional fairy tale characters 

along the way. Now, The Wishing Spell (the first novel) is being turned into a blockbuster film 

directed by Chris Colfer too!  

Not only has Chris been successful in his career, he has also raised lots of money and awareness 

for a number of charities. These include: Make- a- wish, Elton John’s AID’s charity and his own 

anti-bullying charity. He is also an active supporter of animal rights and stresses the importance 

of adopting animals from animal shelters.  

 

• Once you have written your paragraph, have an adult read it aloud to you so you can 

check it makes sense and you have used all the correct grammar, spellings and 

punctuation.  

 

Send your work so far to the Year Six email, we can check over it for you and see what brilliant 

work you are doing. J  

 

 

 

 



Day Four  

 

 

Task one  

Today, your task is to find a list of your authors books to go under the section – books you 

can enjoy! 

On the internet, you must research and list your authors books, when they were released 

and if they won any prizes. If you choose someone with lots of books, make sure you only 

choose 10 at the most.  

 

 

Task Two  

Your second task is to choose one book and find out what the book was about. You then need 

to write a short synopsis (a little description) for the book to encourage people to read it. 

You must then use half a page to copy the front cover of the book you have chosen and draw 

it in detail.  

Here is my example below of the synopsis (however, I haven’t drawn it yet! J) 

 



 
 

So my synopsis might be ----  

 

The Land of Stories: The wishing Spell is about twins, Alex and Conner Bailey. One day, they are 

given a fairy tale book from their grandmother and their world turns upside down. They are 

about to enter a world where all the fairy tales they have read about are real and they are not 

all as friendly as they once seemed! 

Send it to us at the Year Six email – we cannot wait to see your book covers and your synopsis. 

J  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day Five  

Yippee, today is finishing off and editing day!  

Task One  

Your first task is to finish off any of your work and make sure you have presented it (in 

whatever way you have chosen) to a high standard. Remember to read and use my WAGOLL’s 

that I have written so that you can see how much you need to write. I know you can write an 

even better one than me! Make sure your pictures are to a high standard too and not just stick 

men. J  

 

Task Two  

Today, you are going to cut your editing down into little chunks and check everything carefully 

instead of all at once. Hopefully you can work alongside an adult or sibling with this to ensure 

you don’t miss anything! If not, you can send it to us and we can look at it too.  

 

Step one – check all of your work for capital letters – for names of authors (proper nouns), 

names of books, places and at the beginning of sentences.  

 

Step two- check your use of commas for fronted adverbials, have you used them when they are 

needed? Check your adverbials too – don’t start all of your sentences with the author’s name or 

her/him. You must vary the beginning of your sentences or your reader will get pretty bored. J 

 

Step three- check your use of other punctuation- is there anywhere you can use a bracket, a 

pair of dashes, a semi- colon or colon correctly? 

 

Step four- check that you have expanded your sentences and not just used simple sentences, 

use commas or conjunctions (and, because, or) to help you with this. If you need help thinking of 

your co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions use your Year Six SPAG book or give it a 

google and you will find a list.  

 

Step five- wiggle underline any spellings you think might be incorrect and look in a dictionary or 

use google dictionary to find them. If you’re using a computer, why don’t you turn off spell check 

to challenge yourself and your spelling knowledge.   

 



Step Six- read over your work one more time and read it aloud to adult whilst they follow just 

to make sure you haven’t missed anything. J 

 

Finally, send it to us at the Year Six email as we are so excited to see your work and to find out 

about the authors you have chosen! Good luck you awesome bunch, we are so proud of all the 

work you have done so far!  

I know we will see some of you next week and we are really excited to see you all. For all those 

not coming back yet, we are missing you but we still can’t wait to keep up with your home 

learning and see what you have been doing at home!  

 

Miss Birrell, Miss Hooson and Miss Millar J x 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


