
Week commencing 6th July 

Year 3/4 Literacy Home Learning 

Lesson 1 Do you remember Precious Ramotswe? 

 

Do you remember at the end of chapter 6, Precious was 

walking home from school with Poloko? 

They noticed some monkeys up a tree and they were eating 

iced buns. 

What do you think that Precious 

will want to investigate now? 

I think that she’ll want to investigate if it is the monkeys who 

have been coming into school and thieving sweet things.  

 

Task 1: Read chapter 7. 

It is really important that you understand the story. 

If the story is too tricky for you to understand, ask someone to read 

it to you. It will take 10 minutes to read chapter 7. 

You can read chapter 7 on your own, with someone else or listen to 

the audiobook whilst following the text.  

If your parent/carer wish to buy the audiobook for £3.25, click on the following 

link: 

Precious and the Monkeys (Audio Download): Amazon.co.uk: Alexander McCall 

Smith, Adjoa Andoh, Audible Studios: Audible Audiobooks 

 

ALWAYS DO TASK 1. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Precious-and-the-Monkeys/dp/B005NACH5S
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Precious-and-the-Monkeys/dp/B005NACH5S


Have you ever had a dream like Precious, where you do 

something incredible, that you might not be able to do in real 

life? 

 

She dreamt that she could easily climb 

trees (which she couldn’t do easily in 

real life). She also befriended the 

monkeys and swung from the trees like 

them! 

 

Task 2: Explain a dream that you once 

had or one that you would like to have 

where something incredible happens/ 

happened.  Write in sentences. 

Task 3: 

In chapter 6, Precious said ‘It’s much easier to catch a human 

being red-handed than to catch a monkey.’ 

What did she mean by saying red-handed? 

Did she mean that humans and monkeys have red hands? 

NO! 

Precious used red-handed in place of the word stealing. 

LOOK: Precious said ‘It’s much easier to catch a human 

stealing than to catch a monkey.’ 

 



Red-handed is an idiom. This is a phrase that does not 

literally mean what it says. It means something 

different! The reason that idioms mean something 

different is because of their historic usage. (We call this study 

of words etymology). 

For example, the phrase red-handed has come to be 

associated with doing something wrong because of its 

association with having blood on your hands if you murdered 

somebody! 

Have you ever heard of people going bananas? 

This doesn’t mean that people are doing anything with 

bananas. It means that people are being very expressive- 

either crazily happy or crazily mad! Look how I have used it 

my sentences: 

 

The children went bananas because football was banned in 

the playground. 

 

The children went bananas because David Beckham came 

to school. 

 

Find out where the idiom ‘goes bananas’ comes from by 

googling it! 

 



TASK 3: Practise using the idioms below in sentences. Find 

some more if you wish and find out their etymology! I’m sure 

that you’ll find it a piece of cake! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 2 (Reading Comprehension) 

Do you remember what happened last 

lesson in chapter 7 of ‘Precious and the 

monkeys’? 

Precious had a dream all about being 

friends with the monkeys. In her dream, 

she could easily climb trees and swing 

from their branches. Precious also had 

an idea of how to prove that it was the 

monkeys who had been stealing sweet 

things from school. Her idea involved 

cake and glue. I wonder what she is 

going to do? 

 



Task 1: Read chapter 8. 

It is really important that you understand the story. 

If the story is too tricky for you to understand, ask someone to read 

it to you. It will take 10 minutes to read chapter 8. 

You can read chapter 8 on your own, with someone else or listen to 

the audiobook whilst following the text.  

If your parent/carer wish to buy the audiobook for £3.25, click on the following 

link: 

Precious and the Monkeys (Audio Download): Amazon.co.uk: Alexander McCall 

Smith, Adjoa Andoh, Audible Studios: Audible Audiobooks 

 

ALWAYS DO TASK 1. 

 

Task 2: Reading Comprehension Questions. 

There are 3 different levels of questions. Choose the 

questions that are just at the right level for you.  

Answer the questions. 

 

Red Level 

1. What was the first task that Precious did the next day? 

2. What did she put in the hole in the middle of the cake? 

3. What did Precious cover the cake with once she had 

finished? Name 2 things. 

4. Why had Precious baked the cake and put glue inside it? 

5. Why did somebody shout, “look at that cake!”? 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Precious-and-the-Monkeys/dp/B005NACH5S
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Precious-and-the-Monkeys/dp/B005NACH5S


6. One of the boys said nasty things about Poloko and this 

upset him. Find one word that describes how people 

had behaved in a not very nice way. 

7. What was the noise that came from outside the 

classroom? 

8. What was causing the noise? 

9. What had happened to the monkeys? 

10. What did Poloko tell Precious that she would be good 

at one day? 

 

Blue Level 

1. Why was Precious’ first job the next day to bake a cake 

and put glue inside it? 

2. Why did Precious cover the cake with icing and put 

sweets on top? Give 2 reasons. 

3. Why did Precious say to her father that she had baked 

the cake for her friends? 

4. Find a phrase on page 66 that shows that the cake was 

delicious. 

5. How could Precious tell that Poloko had heard the 

unkind things that the boy had said about him? 

6. Why could Precious not concentrate on her work very 

well? 

7. How did Precious get proof that the monkeys were the 

thieves? 

8. Why did Sepa and Tapiwa look at the floor? 



9. For what 3 reasons did Precious think that being a 

detective was a good thing to be one day? 

10. The author says at the end of the story that 

 ‘you can do anything that you want to’ 

 if what? 

 

Green Level 

 

At the very beginning of the story ‘Precious and the 

monkeys’, the author tells the reader that Precious was 

one of the nicest girls in Botswana because she smiled 

a lot. 

 

1. In this final chapter, what does Precious do that 

shows that this is true. Explain what she does and 

give  reasons for why she does it (that show how nice 

she is). 

 

2. When the monkeys got caught and squealed, how 

did the author describe the sound so that the reader 

could imagine it? 

 

 

3. What did Precious manage to do, that the teacher 

said (earlier in the story) you always must do, if you 

accuse somebody of something? 

 



4. On page 71, Precious thinks of three things that 

would be a good reason for being a detective one 

day. What are the three things? 

 

 

5. Which one of these things (from the previous 

question) shows that Precious has a very sure sense 

of what is fair and unfair and what is right or wrong? 

 

6. What moral does the author teach the reader at the 

end of the story? 

 

 

7. Explain something that you really want to do and 

explain how you will be able to achieve it. 

 

 

ANSWERS 
Red Level 

1. What was the first task that Precious did the next 

day? 

            She baked a cake. 

2. What did she put in the hole in the middle of the 

cake? 

             Glue. 



3. What did Precious cover the cake with once she’d 

finished? Name 2 things. 

            Icing and sweets. 

4. Why had Precious baked the cake and put glue inside 

it? 

            To capture the monkeys. 

5. Why did somebody shout, “look at that cake!”? 

            Because it looked so good. 

6. One of the boys said nasty things about Poloko and 

this upset him. Find one word that describes 

how people had behaved in a not very nice 

way. 

            Unkind. 

7. What was the noise that came from outside the 

classroom? 

           Squealing. 

8. What was causing the noise? 

           2 monkeys. 

9. What had happened to the monkeys? 

          They had got their hands stuck in the glue. 

10. What did Poloko tell Precious that she would be 

good at one day? 

           Being a detective. 



 

Blue Level 

1. Why was Precious’ first job the next day to bake a 

cake and put glue inside it? 

    Because she was going to try and capture the   

   monkeys. 

2. Why did Precious cover the cake with icing and put 

sweets on top? Give 2 reasons. 

     To attract the monkeys and also hide the fact that 

     there was glue inside the cake. 

3. Why did Precious say to her father that she had 

baked the cake for her friends? 

    Because the monkeys were her friends. 

4. Find a phrase on page 66 that shows that the cake 

was delicious. 

     Mouth-watering. 

5. How could Precious tell that Poloko had heard the 

unkind things that the boy had said about him? 

    Because he walked away with his head lowered. 

6. Why could Precious not concentrate on her work 

very well? 

     Because she was excited to see if the monkeys would    

     come for her cake. 

7. How did Precious get proof that the monkeys were 

the thieves? 

   Because the monkeys came into the cloakroom for the 

           cake and they got their hands stuck in it. 

8. Why did Sepa and Tapiwa look at the floor? 



     Because they had been wrong to accuse Poloko of 

     being the thief. 

9. For what 3 reasons did Precious think that being a 

detective was a good thing to be one day? 

     You could help people who needed help. 

     You could fight injustice. 

     You could make people happier. 

10. The author says at the end of the story that 

 ‘you can do anything that you want to’ 

 if what? 

You really want to do something. 

 

Green Level 

 

At the very beginning of the story ‘Precious and the 

monkeys’, the author tells the reader that Precious was 

one of the nicest girls in Botswana because she smiled a 

lot. 

 

1. In this final chapter, what does Precious do that 

shows that this is true. Explain what she does and 

give  reasons for why she does it (that show how 

nice she is). 

 

Precious bakes a cake with glue inside it. She does this 

so that she can capture the monkeys and prove that 

they are the thieves and that Poloko is innocent. 

 



2. When the monkeys got caught and squealed, how 

did the author describe the sound so that the 

reader could imagine it? 

‘a sort of howling sound, rather like the siren of a fire 

engine’ 

3. What did Precious manage to do that the teacher 

said you always must do if you accuse somebody 

of something? 

Precious had managed to get proof that the 

monkeys were thieves. 

4. On page 71, Precious thinks of three things that 

would be a good reason for being a detective one 

day. What are the three things? 

You could help people who needed help. 

    You could fight injustice. 

You could make people happier. 

5. Which one of these things shows that Precious has 

a very sure sense of what is fair and unfair and 

what is right or wrong? 

             You could fight injustice. 

6. What moral does the author teach the reader at 

the end of the story? 

If you really want to do something then you can. 
7. Explain something that you really want to do and 

explain how you achieve it. 

 

 

 



Lesson 3             What’s in a name? 

 

 

 

 

 

                       Precious Ramotswe 

In Botswana, where Precious Ramotswe lives, people are 

generally given names in a different way to other parts of 

the world. This is part of its culture (the ideas, behaviours 

and customs of people). 

 

People are given names that are a virtue. A virtue is 

something that is of a high moral standard.  

 

The most common religion in Botswana is Christianity so 

many people believe in God. The names that are given to 

people are given because they are believed to be the 

aspirations of God.  

 



Here are a list of virtues: 

 
 
Task 1: Explain the meaning of the virtues above. 

 I will show you how to do it: 

 

1. Choose a word from the list. 

2. Use a thesaurus to find different synonyms for 

the word. (I am going to google synonym for 

gentleness). 

3. Choose a synonym that you understand. 

4. I am going to choose the word kind because I 

understand it. 

5. Now, I am going to write the word and a 

sentence to explain it. 

 



Gentleness 
If you are gentle, you are kind. 

 

 

 

 

Task 2: Read my explanation about Precious 

Ramotswe. 

 

 I am going to do the following things: 

 

1. Name her. 

2. Draw her. 

3. Explain the meaning of her name ‘Precious’. 

4. Explain how, in the story, she is actually 

precious. 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 



 Precious Ramotswe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      If something is precious, it is valuable or rare. 

 

Precious Ramotswe is valuable or rare because she is 

such a nice person. You can tell that she is a nice 

person because she smiles a lot. In the story, she is 

very precious because she fights to find out the 

truth about who has been stealing sweet things from 

the school. She does this because Tapiwa and Sepo 

do not have any proof. She also wants to prove that 

Poloko is innocent because he is getting blamed. She 

does find out the truth with proof by catching the 

monkeys red-handed. Poloko is proved innocent and 

justice is done. 

 

 



Task 3: Using the list of virtues below and a list of the most 

popular surnames in Botswana, invent some names of 

characters for a future story about Precious Ramotswe and 

add a bit of description about them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look at my example on the next page: 

 

 

 

 



       Name          Character 

(that I have invented)     (What is this person like)? 

 

Justice Phiri             Justice Phiri will be a boy 

                           who will fight fiercely  

                           when things are unfair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson 4:  

Next week, we are going to start writing our own stories 

about Precious and a different kind of mystery. 

This lesson we are going to invent a character for our stories 

using all of the information from the last lesson. 

First of all, we need to decide upon a name using the list of 

virtues and surnames from last lesson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 1: Look at the pictures on the next page. Decide upon 

somebody in one of the pictures or invent someone yourself 

and give them a name. Look at the next page of instructions. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



In the box on the next page, either draw your character or 

point them out on a picture, then, name them. Look at mine 

below. 

 

Task 2: Then find a list of synonyms for the virtue that is their 

first name and fill in the synonym list box with 3 words that you 

can read and understand. Look below at what I chose for 

justice. 

 

Task 3: Explain how your character will behave in the story to 

match up to these words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              Justice Phiri 

Synonyms:  

 fairness      justness     fairminded 



Justice Phiri will always point out if something is 

fair or not to anybody, no matter what the 

consequences are, for himself. He passionately 

believes in what is right and wrong and has good 

moral sense. 

 

Now, it’s your turn on the next page: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Synonyms: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson 5 (spelling) 

 

Let’s revise homophones! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s really important that we choose the right 

homophone in our writing so that the reader knows 

what we are talking about. This lesson, we are 

going to revise some common homophones that are 

often not used correctly in our writing. 



there  This ‘there’ is an adverb and means 

either in, at, to that place or position. 

“Put your trainers there.” said mum. 

(Mum is telling someone to put their trainers in a 

particular place). 

their This their is a possessive pronoun. It 

explains to the reader that something belongs to 
someone. 

The children put their coats in the 

cloakroom. 

The coats belong to the children.  

they’re  This they’re is a contraction. It 

means they are. 

They’re washing their hands before 

lunch. 

They are washing their hands before lunch. 

 



Task 1: Choose the right homophone for the 

sentences below. It will be: 

there      their     or      they’re 
All of the sentences are linked to the study that we 

have been reading. Copy out the sentence and fill in 

the gap with the correct homophone. 

 

1. The children at Precious’ school were 

having………………..sweet snacks stolen. 

2. The children put ……………. sweet snacks in a 

safe place because they were worried about 

the thief. 

3. Poloko said to the teacher, “…………………… being 

nasty to me!” 

4. “Go and stand over ………………. by the wall.” Said 

the teacher to the children who had been 

making fun of Poloko. 

5. Precious ended up catching the thieves. They 

were the monkeys! The monkeys got ……………. 

hands stuck in glue. 

 

 

 



ANSWERS 

1. The children at Precious’ school were having 

their sweet snacks stolen. 

2. The children put their sweet snacks in a 

safe place because they were worried about 

the thief. 

3. Poloko said to the teacher, “they’re being 

nasty to me!” 

4. “Go and stand over there by the wall.” Said 

the teacher to the children who had been 

making fun of Poloko. 

5. Precious ended up catching the thieves. They 

were the monkeys! The monkeys got their    

hands stuck in glue. 

 

Task 2: Write your own sentences about your 

favourite subject and show that you can use these 3 

homophones correctly. 

there      their     or      they’re 
 

 



Task 3: Write appropriate sentences for the 

homophones in the list below: If you are not sure of 

the different meaning of the homophones, use a 

dictionary to find out the word meaning. 

 

 


