
 
 
 

Week commencing 29th June 

Year 3/4 Literacy Home Learning 

Lesson 1 Do you remember Precious Ramotswe? 

Do you remember what happened to Sepo in the 

story last week?  

 

 

 

 

 

His jam sandwich went missing from his bag that was 

under his desk! He was very upset about it and Precious knew because 

she was walking past the classroom when she heard Sepo cry. 

Do you remember that Tapiwa had some cake stolen from her bag in 

the cloakroom? 

Do you think that there is any link between the two things being 

stolen? 

Sepo accused a boy in the playground of stealing 

his sandwich. 

Precious told Sepo that you cannot accuse 

somebody of doing something unless you see 

them do it! 

 



 
 
 

Task 1: Read chapter 5.It is really important that 

you understand the story. 

If the story is too tricky for you to understand, ask 

someone to read it to you. It will take 10 minutes to 

read chapter 5. 

You can read chapter 5 on your own, with someone 

else or listen to the audiobook whilst following the 

text. 

ALWAYS DO TASK 1. 

If your parent/carer wish to buy the audiobook for £3.25, click on the following link: 

Precious and the Monkeys (Audio Download): Amazon.co.uk: Alexander McCall Smith, 

Adjoa Andoh, Audible Studios: Audible Audiobooks 

 

Task 2: 

The sentences on the next page are about events that happened in 

chapter 5. 

Number them in the right order. 

(The first one has been done for you). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Precious-and-the-Monkeys/dp/B005NACH5S
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Precious-and-the-Monkeys/dp/B005NACH5S


 
 
 

Sepo and Tapiwa asked Precious if she was going to help them 

 deal with the thief.                                                                        

 

The teacher came over to see what was wrong.                              

 

Tapiwa told the teacher that Poloko was the thief because he      

 had sticky hands. 

 

Precious laid on her sleeping mat thinking about thieves and the fact that  

she didn’t know whether Poloko was a thief or not. 

 

Tapiwa and Sepo made Poloko hold out his hands.                           

 

Precious said that she wasn’t going to help Sepo and Tapiwa   until they had 

proof of who the thief was. 

 

Tapiwa and Sepo shouted “Thief!” because Poloko had sticky          

 hands.  

 

The next day at school Sepo asked Precious if she had told              

anybody about the thief. 

 

Sepo told Precious that Bid Mma Molipi had 3 iced buns stolen         

from the kitchen this morning. 



 
 
 

ANSWERS Sepp and Tapiwa asked Precious if she was going to help them deal 

with the thief.                                                                                4 

                                                                                               

 

The teacher came over to see what was wrong.                              8 

 

Tapiwa told the teacher that Poloko was the thief because he      9 

 had sticky hands. 

 

Precious laid on her sleeping mat thinking about thieves and the    1 

 fact that she didn’t know whether Poloko was a thief or not. 

 

Tapiwa and Sepo made Poloko hold out his hands.                            6 

 

Precious said that she wasn’t going to help Sepo and Tapiwah          5    

until they had proof of who the thief was. 

 

Tapiwa and Sepo shouted “Thief!” because Poloko had sticky          7 

 hands.  

 

The next day at school Sepo asked Precious if she had told             2 

anybody about the thief. 

 

Sepo told Precious that Bid Mma Molipi had 3 iced buns stolen        3 

from the kitchen this morning. 



 
 
 

Task 3: Create your own ‘storyboard’ of what has happened in the whole book so far. The 

storyboard has been provided. If you are working without a paper copy, draw your own 

storyboard. Choose 6 of the main events in the story so far. Draw a picture and write a 

sentence in each box about the key event. (The first one has been done for you). 

1 

Precious’ father told her the story 
about when he was nearly eaten by 
a lion. 

2 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 

 



 
 
 

 

Lesson 2 (Reading Comprehension) 

 Task 1: Read chapter 6.It is really important 

that you understand the story. ALWAYS DO TASK 

1. 

If the story is too tricky for you to understand, ask 

someone to read it to you. It will take 10 minutes 

to read chapter 6. You can read chapter 6 on your 

own, with someone else or listen to the audiobook 

whilst following the text. 

Task 2: Answer the reading comprehension 

questions. They are at 3 different levels. Do the 

level that is just right for you.   Red Level: 

Fill in the gaps in the sentences below to recount chapter 6. 

The teacher went over to the children and said, “are you                   ?” 

 Sepo and Tapiwa said, “Poloko is a                     !” 

“How do you know?” asked the teacher. 

“Because he has sticky                     !” shouted Tapiwa. 

“That does not mean that he did it. You need                            !” said the teacher. 

Precious went off to Poloko and told him that she                          him. 

He said, “                                  .” 

They walked home from school together. 

 They saw some                            in a tree. 

They dropped part of an                            from a tree. 

Precious wondered if the monkeys could have                              the things from 

school. 

 

thief         thank you    believed     

stolen        iced bun       proof 

monkeys    fighting      fingers 



 
 
 

Red Level ANSWERS : 

The teacher went over to the children and said, “are you fighting?” Sepo and 

Tapiwa said, “Poloko is a thief!” 

“How do you know?” asked the teacher. 

“Because he has sticky fingers!” shouted Tapiwa. 

“That does not mean that he did it. You need proof!” said the teacher. 

Precious went off to Poloko and told him that she believed him. 

He said, “thank you.” 

They walked home from school together. 

 They saw some monkeys in a tree. 

They dropped part of an iced bun from a tree. 

Precious wondered if the monkeys could have stolen the things from school. 

 

Blue Level 

1. Which word in the first line shows that the teacher is disappointed?  

2. What did the teacher think that the children were doing? 

3. What did Sepo and Tapiwa accuse Poloko of doing? 

4. What does the teacher say that you must have when you accuse 

someone of doing something? 

5. Circle the word that best shows how Poloko is feeling. 

 

excited                  unhappy             bored             happy    

 

6. Why did Precious follow Poloko? 

7. Does Precious believe Poloko?  

8. Why do the other children not go with Poloko? 

9. What do the monkeys drop out of a tree when Precious and Poloko walk 

past?  

10. What do you think that Precious will investigate next? 

thief         thank you    believed     

stolen        iced bun       proof 

monkeys    fighting      fingers 



 
 
 

 

Green level 

1. Which word describes both Sepo and Tapiwa? (Page 49). 

2. What evidence do Sepo and Tapiwa think they have to prove that 

Poloko is the thief? 

3. Why does the teacher say that you have to be cautious when 

suggesting that someone is guilty of something? 

4.  Copy out 3 pieces of evidence from the text on pages 49 – 51 that 

show how upset Poloko is. 

5. Why is Precious with Poloko but the other children are looking at him 

suspiciously? 

6.  What significant event happens on Precious and Poloko’s way home 

from school? 

7. Why is this event significant 

8. What question do you think is in Precious’ mind? 

 

 

Blue Level ANSWERS: 

1. Which word in the first line shows that the teacher is disappointed? 

Frowned. 

 

2. What did the teacher think that the children were doing? 

                She thought that they were fighting. 

3. What did Sepo and Tapiwa accuse Poloko of doing? 

        Stealing some iced buns. 

4.  What does the teacher say that you must have when you accuse 

someone of doing something? 

Proof. 

5. Circle the word that best shows how Poloko is feeling. 

 

       excited                  unhappy             bored             happy    

 



 
 
 

6. Why did Precious follow Poloko? 

        Because she felt sorry for him or because she believes him.  

7. Does precious believe Poloko? Yes 

8. Why do the other children not go with Poloko? 

       Because they think he is the thief or because they are    

       suspicious. 

9. What do the monkeys drop out of a tree when Precious and Poloko 

walk past? A piece of iced bun. 

10. What do you think that Precious will investigate next? 

       Whether the monkeys have been stealing from school. 

 

 

Green level ANSWERS: 

1. Which word describes both Sepo and Tapiwa? (Page 49). 

Accusers. 

2. What evidence do Sepo and Tapiwa think they have to prove that Poloko 

is the thief? He has sticky fingers. 

3. Why does the teacher say that you have to be cautious when suggesting 

that someone is guilty of something? Because you have to make sure that 

you have proof that someone has done something. 

4. Copy out 3 pieces of evidence from the text on pages 49 – 51 that 

show how upset Poloko is. 

‘Poloko hung his head.’ Page 49 

‘The boy was close to crying.’ Page 50 

‘Poloko, who was clearly feeling miserable’ page 51 

‘The dejected-looking boy’ page 51 

‘he was still unhappy’ page 51 

 

4. Why is Precious with Poloko but the other children are looking at him 

suspiciously? Because she believes that he is telling the truth whereas the 

others think that he is a thief. 

5. What significant event happens on Precious and Poloko’s way home from 

school? 

Some monkeys in a tree drop a piece of iced bun. 



 
 
 

6. Why is this event significant? 

Because whoever has been stealing from school likes sweet things and 

the monkeys like sweet food too. 

7. What question do you think is in Precious’ mind? 

Could the thief be the monkeys?  

 

Task 3: In preparation for next lesson, write a conversation between 

Poloko and Precious about the monkeys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Lesson 3 (dialogue 1) 

 

Dialogue is a technical word that means talk, speech or conversation. 

 

When characters directly speak to one another, we call this direct 

speech. 

 

Authors show direct speech by putting inverted commas at either side 

of the speech. 

 

Look how it is done: 

“Poloko is a thief!” shouted Tapiwa. 

We know that Tapiwa said Poloko is a thief because there are inverted 

commas at either side of it. 

Look how I have highlighted it: 

“Poloko is a thief!” shouted Tapiwa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Task 1: In the following piece of the story, highlight the direct speech. 

Use the inverted commas to help you work out where the direct 

speech is and what the characters say. 

 

The teacher frowned. “What’s all this?” she asked. 

“Are you children fighting?”  

The two accusers were quick to deny this. “We’re not  

fighting Mma,”cried Tapiwa, pointing a finger at Poloko. 

 “We’ve found the thief. It’s this boy! This boy right here!” 

The teacher looked at Poloko. “Have you stolen something, Poloko?” 

Poloko hung his head. “No, Mma, I have not stolen anything.” 

The teacher turned to stare at Tapiwa and Sepo.”Why do you say he’s a 

thief?” 

 

Look at the answers on the next page. 

  

Did you find all of the direct speech? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Task 1: ANSWERS 

 

 

The teacher frowned. “What’s all this?” she asked. 

“Are you children fighting?”  

The two accusers were quick to deny this. “We’re not  

fighting Mma,”cried Tapiwa, pointing a finger at Poloko. 

 “We’ve found the thief. It’s this boy! This boy right here!” 

The teacher looked at Poloko. “Have you stolen something, Poloko?” 

Poloko hung his head. “No, Mma, I have not stolen anything.” 

The teacher turned to stare at Taiwa and Sepo.”Why do you say he’s a 

thief?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Task 2: In the next part of the story, the inverted commas are missing. 

Find what the characters say without the inverted commas to help you 

and highlight it. You will have to read and understand the text to do 

this. Look out for ‘she said’. This will give you a clue about where direct 

speech ends. 

 DO NOT LOOK AT CHAPTER 6. 

 

The teacher sighed. Lots of people have sticky hands she said. 

That doesn’t mean to say that they’re thieves. She paused, looking 

down at Poloko. You’re sure that you haven’t stolen 

 anything, Poloko? 

The boy was close to crying. I have not stolen anything Mma. 

 I promise you. Poloko said. The teacher took a finger at  

Tapiwa and Sepo. You be careful about accusing people of 

 things when you have no proof, she said. Now, everbody go 

 off and play and no more trouble please. Tapiwa and Sepo 

walked off but only after throwing a disapproving look at 

 Poloko. 

 

 

                              

 

 

 



 
 
 

   ANSWERS TO TASK 2 

The teacher sighed. Lots of people have sticky hands she said. 

That doesn’t mean to say that they’re thieves. She paused, looking 

down at Poloko. You’re sure that you haven’t stolen 

 anything, Poloko? 

The boy was close to crying. I have not stolen anything Mma. 

 I promise you. Poloko said. The teacher took a finger at  

Tapiwa and Sepo. You be careful about accusing people of 

 things when you have no proof, she said. Now, everbody go 

 off and play and no more trouble please. Tapiwa and Sepo 

walked off but only after throwing a disapproving look at 

 Poloko. 

 

Task 3: Copy out task 2 in your best handwriting and insert inverted 

commas at either side of the direct speech. Remember, inverted 

commas are quite small. They are just like commas but they go at the 

top of the letters in pairs. 

At the start of direct speech they are inverted which means that they 

are back to front. At the end of direct speech, they are the right way 

around but in a pair again. 

Look how I copy the first line with the correct punctuation: 

The teacher sighed. “Lots of people have sticky hands,” 

 she said. 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

Are you sure? 

 

 

 

Lesson 4 (Dialogue 2) 

Last lesson we learnt how to identify direct speech. 

This lesson we are going to learn how to write direct speech. 

I’ll show you how to do it first. 

Task 1: Read through my instructions for writing direct speech. If this is 

too tricky, ask an adult to read them to you or with you. 

Do you remember at the beginning of the story when Tapiwa had some 

cake stolen from her bag in the cloakroom? She told Precious all about 

it in the way home from school one day. I am going to write a 

conversation between them in the speech bubbles below. Tapiwa will 

speak on the left and Precious will speak on the right. 

 

 

You’ll never guess what happened 

                   to me today! 

                                                                               What happened? 

 

 

My cake that I had brought in for 

               a snack was stolen! 

 

 

That’s exactly what the teacher said 



 
 
 

   How do you    

         know? 

 

 

 

               to me. Yes! 

                                                                             

 

 

 

 

   

                                                                     

 

 

 

Because there were crumbs and 

icing exactly the same as my cake 

on the cloakroom floor! 

                                                                              I wonder who could   

                                                                               have stolen it? It’s not  

                                                                               nice to think that there  

                                                                              is a thief in school. Do 

                                                                             you want one of my  

                                                                            biscuits? 

                                                                    

Yes, please! 

 



 
 
 

Do you remember when Sepo had his jam sandwich stolen? 

Precious was walking past the classroom 

when she heard him shouting all about it. 

Task 2: Write a conversation between 

Sepo and Precious in the speech bubbles 

below. He can tell her what has                       

just happened to his jam 

sandwich!  

SEPO  

                                Precious                                
  

 

                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Task 3: Write out your speech bubbles between Sepo and Precious as 

direct speech. 

I will show you how to do it with my speech bubbles between Tapiwa 

and Precious. These are the things that I must remember to do: 

 Put inverted commas at either side of the direct speech. 

 Put a punctuation mark before the inverted commas at the end of 

someone speaking. 

 Write ‘said Precious’ or ‘said Tapewa’ before or after someone 

has spoken. Here is how to do it: 

        Precious and Tapewa walked home from school  

        together that day. 

“You’ll never guess what happened to me today!” said Tapewa. 

“What happened?” asked Precious. 

“My cake that I had brought for a snack was stolen!” 

exclaimed Tapewa. 

“Are you sure?” enquired Precious. 

“That’s exactly what the teacher said to me. YES!” 

“How do you know?” asked Precious. 

“Because there were crumbs and icing that were exactly the 

same as my cake on the cloakroom floor.” 

“I wonder who could have stolen it. It’s not nice to think 

that there is a thief in school. Do you want one of my 

biscuits?” asked Precious. 

“Yes please,” replied Tapewa. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Lesson 5 (Spelling) 

 

Do you remember that we have been learning how to pluralise 

words? This is what you should have learned so far: 

 

For most words, we just add s. 
 

monkeys      books        boys 
 

When a word ends in y, we need to check if there is a 

vowel before the y. If there isn’t a vowel before the y, we take 

off the y and add ies. 

monkey = monkeys   
(There’s a vowel before the y so we just add s) 

 

puppy = puppies 
(There is not a vowel before the y so we take the y away and add ies). 

 

Last week, we learnt that if the word ends with a hissing, buzzing 

or shushing sound, we add es. 

 

church = churches (Church ends with a shushing sound). 

bush = bushes (Bush ends with a shushing sound). 

glass = glasses (Glass ends with a hissing sound). 

fox  = foxes (Fox ends with a hissing sound). 

Buzz = buzzes (Buzz ends with a buzzing sound). 

 



 
 
 

Let’s give you a little test on all of these rules to see if you 

remember! 

 

Task 1:  Pluralise these words: 

 

jelly 

fly 

kiss 

pen 

sandwich 

donkey 

baby 

school 

box 

dish 
 

Look at the answers on the next page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

jelly = jellies 

fly = flies 

kiss = kisses 

pen = pens 

sandwich = sandwiches 

donkey = donkeys 

baby = babies 

school = schools 

box = boxes 

dish = dishes 

        Did you get them all right? 

        Explain to an adult why you got any of them wrong. 

 

       Are you ready for the last part of this rule?    

      If the singular word ends in f, change the f to ves. 

 

A baby cow is a calf.    

When you pluralise calf, it becomes calves. 

                        

                                                    



 
 
 

Task 2: Pluralise the following words. Look out for the words that 

end in f and apply the last rule. 

 

pocket 

window 

city 

half 

witch 

key 

chief 

berry 

desk 

 

Look at the answers on the next page. 

 

        Did you get them all right? 

 

Explain to an adult why you got any of them 

wrong. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

pocket = pockets 

window = windows 

city = cities 

half = halves 

witch = witches 

key = keys 

chief = chieves 

berry = berries 

desk = desks 

 

Task 3: Below is a part of ‘Precious and the monkeys’ told in my own 

words. I have made some spelling mistakes using the rule that we have 

learnt.  

Can you find 4 mistakes and correct them? 

Something very strange was going on at precious’ school.           First of 

all, Tapewa had some cake stolen from the cloakroom. The teacher 

didn’t believe Tapewa and said that children tell storys like this and 

often they haven’t brought their snack to school in the first place! 

The next day, the children had put their afternoon treats such as jam 

sandwichs under their chairs in their pack up boxs. Unfortunately for 

Sepo, his jam sandwich had gone missing. He was really mad. Precious 

thought that she would find out who these thiefs were. 

 

 



 
 
 

ANSWERS 

Something very strange was going on at precious’ school.           First of 

all, Tapewa had some cake stolen from the cloakroom. The teacher 

didn’t believe Tapewa and said that children tell storys stories like this 

and often they haven’t brought their snack to school in the first place! 

The next day, the children had put their afternoon treats such as jam 

sandwichs sandwiches under their chairs in their pack up boxs. boxes 

Unfortunately for Sepo, his jam sandwich had gone missing. He was 

really mad. Precious thought that she would find out who these thiefs 

thieves were. 

 

 

We would really like to see any of the literacy work that you have 

done this week. Please share it with us at 

lowerschool@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk   

mailto:lowerschool@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk

