
Week commencing 13th July 

Year 3/4 Literacy Home Learning 

Lesson 1 Do you remember the story of ‘Precious 

and the monkeys’? 

This week, we are going to be writing our own stories about 

Precious. For this, we need to think of an idea for creating 

a mystery at Precious’ school. 

Task 1: Read the following information. If it is too tricky to 

read, ask an adult to read with you or to you. 

Do you remember that the mystery that Precious 

investigated was why sweet things were going missing? 

We need to use our knowledge from our geography work 

about animals that live in Botswana.  

We need to think about their behaviour and a problem that 

they could cause at Precious’ school or in her 

neighbourhood. 

Read my ideas about animals: 

Animal         Behaviour   Problem that they cause 

Meerkats       The sentry of        The children’s lessons 

                       a meerkat mob      keep getting disturbed 

 lets out high          by high pitched screams. 

 pitched screams             

 to warn the mob 

                      of predators. 



Animal         Behaviour   Problem that they cause 

Spotted hyena  They live in       The children’s lessons keep  

    large clans of    getting disturbed by high-  

   up to 80. When   pitched laughing. 

    they have  

                         hunted and                           or 

                         caught some- 

                         thing, they all   Lions have been seen near  

                         laugh really       the school because they are              

                         loudly.               attracted to the hyenas’  

                         can attract      laughing. (The lions know that  

                         bigger              they have caught something). 

                         Predators         This puts the children in  

                         like lions.           danger of being eaten by the   

                                                  lions. 

Elephants          Elephants need   Elephants have been eating 

    to eat large        large amounts of a poor  

    amounts of         farmer’s crops. This is the 

    vegetation to     farmer’s only way of 

     fill their large   earning money to feed his 

                          bodies.                 family. 



Task 2: Create your own ideas for a problem that animals could cause at 

Precious’ school or neighbourhood. 

This is tricky and takes time. When I was thinking of my ideas I had to 

look back at the geography work that we did. I also went on the 

national geographic website. 

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/african-animals/  

 I also googled ‘what is the problem with elephants in Botswana?’ and 

found the answers on a website. 
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2016/03/03/5-things-

you-may-not-have-known-about-human-wildlife-conflict-in-

botswana 

Once I had done this, I had to change the animals that I thought I was 

going to do because I couldn’t come up with a problem that they would 

cause.  

I also talked through my ideas with other people to see if they worked. 

If you come up with one idea, this is really good. If you can come up 

with three ideas, then that is brilliant! 

Here are some of the animals that live in Botswana. Do you remember 

them? 
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Task 3: Choose a problem for Precious to solve and decide 

how she will solve it. 

For this, you may have to google again. I found my answer to 

how to solve the problem of the elephants by looking at the 

same website as before. 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2016/03/03/5

-things-you-may-not-have-known-about-human-wildlife-

conflict-in-botswana 

Look how I have explained my solution to the problem of the 

elephants: 

PROBLEM                      SOLUTION 

The elephants are                            Precious will plant chilli 

eating a poor farmer’s                     plants all of the way  

crops. This will mean                        around the edge of the  

that he won’t earn                           farmer’s field. Chillies 

money so won’t be                            taste too hot and spicy  

able to feed his                               for elephants so they  

family.                                             won’t go near the crops.                                 
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