
Week commencing 27th April 

Literacy Lesson 1 

 
This week, we would like you to increase your 
vocabulary to improve your writing. In previous home 
learning tasks, you were asked to write your own 
Roman story. Use this and your previous learning of 
Pompeii in school to inspire your writing today. 
 
Imagine you were on a boat in a harbour looking back at 
an erupting volcano. You are safe but the sights and 
sounds you can hear are spectacular.  

 
• Write a description of what is happening as if you were there, explaining what you saw, heard, 
and felt as you watched what was happening.  
• Think about the stages of the volcano – rumbling and smoking, the eruption, the lava flow and 
ash cloud…  
• Use fronted adverbials (sentence starters that describe when or where) to introduce each stage 
e.g. In the beginning, suddenly, within minutes, after the first signs of … At the top of the volcano,  
High in the sky… 
 
Read the task carefully and make sure you think about the skills you will need to use to write successfully. 
When you have finished your task, read over your work and make sure you are happy with it. Then read 
your work aloud to your family.  

Literacy Lesson 2 

In Lesson 1, you have had a go at some descriptive writing about an erupting volcano. Today you are going 

to improve your vocabulary by swapping around some synonyms. (A synonym is a word or phrase that 

means exactly or nearly the same as another word or phrase in the same language e.g.  big/large) 

The best writers use the best verbs! (Verbs can be used to describe an action, that's doing something. For 

example, like the word 'jumping' in this sentence: The rabbit was jumping in the field.) 

Task 1: Have a look at these ‘boring’ verbs:  walk, said, look, went, took, got  

Can you think of better verbs that mean the same thing? e.g.  
Walk – stroll, wander, amble, tiptoe, shuffle, march, meander, pace.  
 
If you can use a thesaurus or an online thesaurus, this will help.  
 
Task 2: Once you have made a list you should try to order them e.g. the words below have been ordered 
from a slow walk (shuffle) to a fast walk (march) 
 

 

 

Do this for each of these ‘boring’ verbs (walk, said, look, went, took, got). 

Task 3: Next, read through your writing (in lesson 1) about the volcanic eruption. Highlight or underline all 

the verbs. Choose a better verb to replace your highlighted or underlined verbs BUT make sure it still 

makes sense! Sometimes the simplest verbs are the best ones so not all of them will need swapping. 

shuffle wander stroll pace march 



 

Literacy Lesson 3 

You have already written a description of a volcano eruption in lesson 1 and edited and improved your use 
of verbs in lesson 2. 

Now, you are going to improve your description of nouns. (A noun is a word for a person, place, or thing. 
Everything we can see or talk about is represented by a word that names it.) 

Task 1: Using the Twinkl worksheet on expanded noun phrases, choose one out of the 2 activities to 
complete – the answers are provided. This will help you to practice identifying expanded noun phrases so 
that you can then add them to your own writing. 
 
Task 2: Choose a different colour (preferably green) to edit your writing to include expanded noun phrases. 
 
Task 3: Now your descriptive writing has been improved twice! Feel free to re-write your description into 
neat and ask your adult to take a photograph or scan your descriptive writing so that they can email it 

across to us. We would love to see your writing 😊 
lower.school@pocklingtonjuniors.co.uk 
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