
Geography Week beginning  22.6.20:  

Good morning, we hope that you are all keeping well.  Don’t forget, you can email us if you 

have any questions about your work or if you want to send a picture of the things you have 

been doing using the year 5 or 6 email. 

 

We are working on the book ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ in Literacy.  We will be linking our 

Geography work this week to the book.  In the book, Michael travels to many different 

countries of the world, including Spain, Portugal, Brazil, Australia and South Africa, aboard 

‘Peggy Sue’.  We will be looking at latitude and longitude and how they can be used to 

describe the position of different places in the world. 

 

Geography Latitude and Longitude Lesson 1  

Today we will be learning about what we mean by ‘latitude’ and ‘longitude’. 

 

TASK 1 

Watch the video explaining about latitude and longitude on BBC Bitesize. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvsfr82/articles/zjk46v4 

 

Read the information on the web page and have a go at the quiz. 

 

TASK 2 

Read the information, on the next page, about latitude and longitude 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvsfr82/articles/zjk46v4


latitude and longitude 

Latitude and longitude are a system of lines used to describe the location of any 

place on Earth. Lines of latitude run in an east-west direction across Earth. Lines of 

longitude run in a north-south direction. Although these are only imaginary lines, 

they appear on maps and globes as if they actually existed. 

Lines of latitude (also called parallels) circle Earth parallel to the Equator. The 

Equator is an imaginary line that lies halfway between the North Pole and the South 

Pole. It runs east-west all the way around Earth. Lines of latitude describe positions 

north and south of the Equator. 

Lines of latitude are measured in degrees (°). Degrees may be broken down into 

smaller units called minutes (′) and seconds (″). The Equator is 0°. The North Pole is 

90° north (N), and the South Pole is 90° south (S). Lines of latitude north of the 

Equator are numbered from 1° to 89° N. Lines of latitude south of the Equator are 

numbered from 1° to 89° S. 

There are other important lines of latitude besides the Equator. For example, the 

Arctic Circle (66° 30′ N) and the Antarctic Circle (66° 30′ S) surround the cold 

regions around the North and South poles. The area between the Tropic of Cancer 

(23° 27′ N) and the Tropic of Capricorn (23° 27′ S) is called the tropical zone or 

the tropics. It is known for its generally hot weather. 

Lines of longitude run between the North Pole and the South Pole. These lines are 

also called meridians. Like lines of latitude, meridians are measured in degrees, 

minutes, and seconds. 

The north-south line that marks 0° longitude passes through Greenwich, England. 

This is called the Greenwich, or prime, meridian. Greenwich was chosen for the 

prime meridian because when the system of latitude and longitude was established 

Great Britain was a world leader in exploration and map making. Greenwich was the 

home of Britain’s royal observatory. 

Other lines of longitude describe positions east and west of the prime meridian. 

Lines of longitude east of the prime meridian are numbered from 1° to 179° east (E). 

Lines of longitude west of the prime meridian are numbered from 1° to 179° west 

(W). The 180th meridian, or 180°, is the line of longitude exactly opposite the prime 

meridian. 
Latitude and longitude together can describe the exact location of any place on 

Earth. For example, Washington, D.C., lies 39 degrees north of the Equator and 77 

degrees west of the prime meridian. Its position is 39° N, 77° W. These two numbers 

together are called coordinates. 

 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/map-and-globe/353425
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Equator/353104
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/tropics/400195


 

TASK 3 

Use the information you have just read to answer these questions about latitude and 

longitude. 

1.  What are lines of latitude and longitude used for? 

 

2. Which direction do lines of latitude run? 

 

3. Which direction do lines of longitude run? 

 

4. What are found at 90◦ North and 90◦ South? 

 

5. Which direction do lines of longitude run? 

 

 

6. What is the name of the north-south line that marks 0◦ longitude? 

 

7. Where is the tropical zone found? 

 

 

8. What can be found at 39◦N, 77◦W? 


