
Hello lovely year sixes, 

Thank you for all your hard work so far – let’s keep it up! We have planned four lessons for 

you to do today in any order. Many of you may still have your yellow books that were given 

to you during summer term which you can use, otherwise you can collect some paper from 

reception. Once you have completed your work, we would like you to send it to our year 

group email (Year6@pocklintonjuniors.co.uk) so that we can send you some feedback on 

what you’ve produced. We can’t wait to see it your wonderful work! 

 

 Arithmetic work  

We have attached an arithmetic test (like the ones we do weekly) for you to complete. See if 

you can beat your score from last time! We know there will be things in here you don’t 

know yet – don’t worry; we will be going over certain methods when we are back. As an 

extension you could APE a question of your choice.  

 

 The Explorer - “Sardines” – Reading and Writing  

We have attached a link below where you can listen to chapter 9 ‘Sardines’.  

https://www.scarcroft.york.sch.uk/the-explorer-by-katherine-rundell-new/ 

 We know some of you have finished this chapter and others haven’t yet but it would be 

great to go over parts to help you with this section of work. After you’ve listened to the 

chapter, please answer the following questions in your reflection books/reading journal: 

1. What does the word ‘hauled’ mean? (If you find this tricky, go onto dictionary.com) 

After you have found the definition, write your own sentence using it.   

2. Can you think of two synonyms to replace this? (If you find this tricky, go onto 

thesaurus.com) 

3. Max thinks that crumpets and cigars are typically English. Draw 6 things in your 

reflection book/reading journal that you think are typically English, e.g. cup of tea. 

You could even draw the British flag too! 

4. In this chapter, Fred talks about his love of explorers. Can you find one explorer 

online and collect some information about them? We can’t wait to read what you’ve 

found! Present your work however you’d like, in your reflection book/reading 

journal.  

5. In this chapter, Fred talks about seeing a termite’s nest and there is an excellent 

description of the colours. Your task is to choose an animal habitat and describe it as 

best you can. Can you do better than Katherine Rundell’s description of the termite’s 

nest. 
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 The Explorer – Front Cover 

We have some exciting news! Katherine Rundell is publishing a new version of The Explorer 

(there is even a secret chapter!) She has asked us to create a new book cover which will 

make people want to read her book. Think carefully about what you could include without 

giving the story away. The front covers above may help give you some inspiration. Also, here 

are some ideas to include; any animals the children have encountered, the Amazon, the lost 

children, the river and you might even include the raft! Make sure it is bright and colourful 

to catch customers’ eyes so that they’ll fly off the shelves! We look forward to seeing your 

creations. When you return to school, the top three from each class will be on display in the 

corridor! 

 

 Science -  Natural Selection  

We have already started learning about evolution and inheritance. Today, we would like you 
to find out about Darwin’s Theory of Natural Selection.  

 Please watch these videos and write down any important facts in your yellow books: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhhvcw/articles/z9qs4qt 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urSNtaQKOAk 

Horrible histories song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vUZeywlId_s 

 In your own words, try and summarise Darwin’s Theory of Natural Selection. 
Key words you might use: competition, survival of the fittest, adaptation, 

similarities, variation, mutation, characteristics, species, offspring, evolve 
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 Look at the two breeds of dog. 
Make a short list of the 

characteristics 
(features) that they both share, 
for example, ears, tail or 
nose shape. Make a short 
list of the characteristics (features) that are different, for example, 
length of nose and body shape. Can you think about why they might be different? Try and 
link this to Darwin’s Theory of Natural Selection. 

 Pick two animals that you could compare the characteristics of. Examples: 

o Tiger and a cheetah  
o Poodle and a Greyhound 
o Domestic cat and a lion 
o Turtle and a Galapagos Saddle-back tortoise 

 Make a list of the characteristics that the animals share and a list of the characteristics that 

are different. 

 Extension: research why they might be different. Explain this by referring to Darwin’s Theory 

of Natural Selection.  

 


