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Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
We wanted to keep you informed that we have addressed the subject Momo, the latest viral internet story. 
 
We have taken our lead from the NSPCC, Samaritans and the reports in the newspapers today that the information 
spreading is completely unfounded. We used the following article available from The Guardian newspaper today. 
 

It is the most talked about viral scare story of the year so far, blamed for child suicides and violent 
attacks – but experts and charities have warned that the “Momo challenge” is nothing but a “moral 
panic” spread by adults. 
 
Warnings about the supposed Momo challenge suggest that children are being encouraged to kill 
themselves or commit violent acts after receiving messages on messaging service WhatsApp from users 
with a profile picture of a distorted image of woman with bulging eyes. 
News stories about the Momo challenge have also attracted hundreds of thousands of shares on 
Facebook in a 24-hour period, dominating the list of UK news stories ranked by number of interactions 
on the social network. 
 
There have also been claims that the material has appeared in a video featuring Peppa Pig among 
YouTube’s content aimed at children. 
 
But the Samaritans and the NSPCC have dismissed the claims, saying that while there is no evidence that 
the Momo challenge has initially caused any harm itself, the ensuing media hysteria could now be 
putting vulnerable people at risk by encouraging them to think of self-harm. 
 
The UK Safer Internet Centre called the claims “fake news”. And YouTube said it had seen no evidence of 
videos showing or promoting the Momo challenge on its platform. 
 

The importance of E-Safety 
The children were also reminded of the work we have done with the NSPCC and in class about importance of e-
safety and that if they are ever worried they should always talk to a trusted adult. 
 
Some of our older children do bring mobile phones to school and we have been made aware that some children 
have been searching online for stories about Momo before coming into school. If your child has access to a mobile 
phone, please do discuss the importance of e-safety with them. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
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https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/momo-challenge-youtube-fortnite-peppa-pig-video-parents-a8799776.html
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/

