
DT and science - Design a treasure chest and hiding coins. 

As part of geography you have been looking at creating your own treasure map using the 

skills you have been learning over the past few weeks. In DT, you are going to have a go at 

designing a treasure chest. Your treasure chest could be made of any materials you can find.  

TASK 1 – What is the purpose of a treasure chest? 
 
The purpose of a treasure chest is to keep something valuable safe. This could be money or 

personal objects that are special to someone. Treasure chests from stories are usually 

buried on an island to keep them even safer, with the person burying the chest creating a 

map so that they can find their treasure again in the future.   

Your first task is to think about what you want to put in your treasure chest; this will help 

you determine how big you want to make it. For example, you could use it to keep money 

safe and so a smaller chest, like a money box, would be a good idea. For keeping objects 

safe that are special to you, you might need to make the chest a bit bigger depending on 

what your object is. 

In my treasure chest I am going to keep: 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

This is special to me because: 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

TASK 2 - Designing a treasure chest. 

Your treasure chest can be any shape you like but a square or rectangular box will probably 

work best. You could use a box from the recycling or you could make your own using a net. 

If you want to create your own net, there is an example net on the school website and some 

1cm squared paper there too so you can make your box any size you like. 

  

In your yellow books, sketch a design of what you would like your treasure chest to look like. 
Do you want your treasure chest to look like an old wooden chest? Something more modern 
or perhaps you could design a chest that can camouflage with its surroundings? 
 
When you have sketched out your design, have a think about what materials you could use 
to construct it. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Examples: 
 

 
 
 

Materials: 
To make your chest you can use any materials you can find! Some examples could be: 
 

 An old shoe 

 An old packaging box  

 Egg box 

 Lolly sticks 

 Felt 

 Old takeaway containers 
 

Once you have your box, you can decorate it to make it look more chest like. Perhaps you 
could attach some hinges to the lid? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Science - Keeping your treasure extra safe... 
Below is a quick science activity you could do if you fancy keeping your treasure extra safe! 
This is suitable to do with some old coins (1p or 2p) that you have lying around. If you want 
to make the coins shiny, you could always pop them in a cup of vinegar or a cup of coke to 
clean them off before you hide them. 
 
The idea is to hide the coins in some rocks so if someone decided to go looking for your 
treasure, they’d just find the old rocks instead! A super stealthy way of keeping your 
treasure extra safe. 
 
Ingredients: 
Baking soda 
Water 
Food colouring (optional) 
Vinegar 
 
Method: 

1. First, pour some baking soda into a bowl. 
 

2. Next, slowly add water until the baking soda turns into a paste. 
 

3. After that you can add some food colouring if you have it, this could be any colour! If 
you don’t have food colouring don’t worry you can miss this step out. 

 
4. Get one of your coins and use your hands to press it into the mix. Once the coin is 

inside you can shape it into more of a lumpy rock like lump.  
 

5. Leave in the fridge overnight. 
 
*If your baking soda and water mix is too runny, you could add some flour instead. As long 
as there is no more than half and half of each, you should still get a good reaction. * 
 
You can keep the rocks in your treasure chest if you like. When you’re ready to reveal the 
hidden coins, simply follow the steps below! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. When your rocks have hardened, place a small amount of vinegar in a container.  



2. Put the rocks on a plate or somewhere you can see them. 
3. Using a pipette (Calpol syringes also work really well for this if you have one in the 

kitchen draw) ora small spoon, carefully add some vinegar to the rocks and watch 
what happens! Your coins should magically appear. 

 

 
 
What’s happening? 
Although it looks like magic, the fizzing and bubbling is caused by an acid (the vinegar) 
reacting with an alkali (the baking soda) to neutralise each other. The bubbles that you see 
are caused by carbon dioxide which is released during the reaction!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  


