
Art lesson 2 
Last week, you had a look at the artist Vincent Van Gogh and his style of working. This week, you’re going 
to have a go at sketching your own landscape. 
 
Can you remember what was special about Van Gogh’s artwork? 
 
This week, your task is to choose a landscape or sky to sketch and paint in the style of Van Gogh. 
 
Read below to refresh yourself on some of Van Gogh’s techniques. He was a post-impressionist artist 
which meant he often liked to use vivid colours that didn’t always match the true colour of something.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As well as landscapes, Van Gogh had a particular love for the night sky. This painting below is called Starry 

Night and it was painted in 1889.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Can you see how Van Gogh has created the stars using a circular motion with his brush? It give the 

impression of the light shining from the star. He’s also done something similar around the moon. 

Van Gogh has also created movement of the swirling cloud against the sky. 

Compared to the peaceful town below, the sky is the main feature of the landscape.  

Task 1: 

Your first task is to find a landscape or sky to sketch.  

What could I sketch? 

 Go upstairs and look out of a window? What does the landscape look like, could you sketch that? 

 When you go for a walk, sketch a landscape that you find. 

 Find a picture on the internet that you like, sketch it and then add your own Van Gogh style touches 

to it. 

 Draw/ sketch the sky on a cloudy day or night, you could even do it during sunrise or sunset. 

 

Top tip: take a photograph of your chosen landscape if you don’t have time to sketch it all in one go, this is 

really useful if you choose to do a sunset or sunrise because the lighting can change very quickly. 

If you can’t stay up to watch the sunset because it’s getting later and later, ask a grown up to take a picture 

of it if they can.  

How do I sketch / what if I don’t like drawing? 

First, relax! It doesn’t matter what your drawing ability is, you’re not aiming to make an exact copy of what 

you see. A lot of the time, people get frustrated because what they draw doesn’t match exactly to the 

object they’ve tried to draw. You’re not a camera so your drawing will look different and that really isn’t a 

bad thing! 

Van Gogh was inspired by his feelings when he painted. The colours he used reflected his mood at the 

time. In his early years, a lot of his paintings used dull and dark colours because he was very unhappy.  

The colours that you choose later on for your own pieces should reflect your mood. 

You can do this in your yellow books or on this sheet if you’ve printed it off. What colours do you associate 

with each mood? There is no right or wrong answer to this, you might choose a different colour to 

represent happiness than a friend, for example. You can also choose more than one colour or shade for 

each emotion. 

 

 

 

 

Emotion Colours I think match that emotion 



Happiness  

Sadness  

Anger  

Worry  

Hope  

Peacefulness  

 

Next, we’re going to look at mark making. Van Gogh practised his sketching using mark making, each mark 

made by the pencil stood alone and very rarely blended or crossed another mark. Can you complete the 

sketches below? Try using short, long, thick, wavy or straight lines.  

See if you can create a dog with a swishy tail, a windmill with moving sails and an exploding firework. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Sketching your own scene 



Sketching tips: 

First choose something to draw that has meaning. Why have you chosen the picture or landscape? Do you 

like the colours? Does it just look beautiful? Does it bring you a sense of peace or remind you of 

something? Is it your favourite place?  

If your drawing has meaning, you’ll enjoy drawing it more. 

Then choose shapes to sketch: start with the skyline and then add in any hills, fields or larger buildings. Try 

to look past the small details like windows, flowers, trees etc. for now, they can be added in later on.  

Think about the mark making you did earlier when sketching your piece, remember to keep your lines 

straight or curved and to take your pencil off the paper after each one. 

**Remember to lightly sketch with your pencil so you can rub it out without leaving marks on your 

paper.** 

 

After that, start to add in bigger bits of detail, if you look at The Starry Night painting you can see small 

houses (some with windows) and the outline of trees. There are no roof tiles or other fiddly bits of detail so 

don’t worry about adding these. 

 

Next, whatever you have decided to use to add colour, make sure that you’re either using round strokes or 

straight lines again. This isn’t like colouring in a colouring book, you need to take it line by line. 

 

Finally, rather than comparing your picture to the actual landscape, compare the meaning. When you look 

at it, does it show peacefulness? Does it remind you of your favourite walking spot? Is it a beautiful sunset 

over the houses? 

 

If you take a look at Van Gogh’s The Starry Night, do you really think he saw exactly that? He would have 

used the shapes he saw as a base for his sketch and then let colours flow.  

Task 2: 

Once you have sketched your landscape, think about the bold colours you want to use. 

If you don’t have paints at home, that’s fine, choose something else to add colour to your sketch. You 

could use chalks, oil pastels, felt pens, crayons... whatever you can find. 


