
Week 1st June 
Science Lesson – Sound 2 
In the last lesson, we started the think about the sounds we hear all around us and how 
sounds are made. This week we are going to focus on the vibrations and sound waves that 
mean we can hear.  
In the science lesson next week, we are going to be making our own instruments. To 
prepare for this, please collect the following items: 

- elastic bands/hair bobbles 
- empty tins/plastic containers 
- empty bottles (glass or plastic) 
- plastic straws/art straws 
- small empty boxes (plastic or cardboard) 
- balloons 

Don’t worry if you don’t have all of these items and please don’t go out and buy things. We 
can get creative with what we have next week! 
Task 1 
As we found out in our last lesson, sounds are made when something vibrates. Different 
sounds are made by different things vibrating.  
When musical instruments make sounds, different parts of the instrument vibrate to make 
the sound.  
Sometimes the whole instrument vibrates eg. a triangle. 
Sometimes the string of the instrument vibrates eg. a guitar 
Sometimes the sound is made by vibrating air eg. a flute 
Sometimes the instrument has a membrane (skin) that vibrates eg. a drum. 
Think about how you play the following instruments and sort them into four groups. Record 
the four groups into a table in your book.  

 
Where is the vibration? 
Whole instrument String Air vibrating Membrane/skin 
 
 
 

   

Can you add some other instruments onto the lists?  



Task 2 
You might want to re-watch the video from last week to support you with this next task. 
Here is the link again: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02gd6vx 
(if you can’t follow the link search for ‘House of sound – What is sound?) 
Using this diagram to support your explanation write a short paragraph to explain how the 
sound travels into your ear and brain.  

 
You might what to draw your own picture to help your explanation.  
Task 3 
A lot of the times when we hear things the sound is just travelling from the thing that is 
vibrating, through the air, to our ears. However, we do know that we can hear things in 
other rooms or even coming from other buildings. When that happens, the sound is 
travelling through other mediums (glass, walls, doors etc). 
Write three examples when the sound is travelling through other mediums than air. Here is 
my example: 
I can hear cars on the road outside my house. The sound is coming from parts of the engine 
vibrating. The sound waves travel through the metal of the car to the air outside. It then 
travels through the air to my window. The sound waves then travel through the glass in the 
window and into the air in my living room. Finally, the sound waves travel into my ear and I 
can hear the cars.  
 
Extra challenge: 

• Can you explain an example where a sound travels through water? From the video, 
what is different about when sound travels through water? 

• How do you think an echo is made? Think about what might be happening to the 
sound waves. Write a short paragraph to explain your ideas. 


